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asting our minds back to March of 1995, the 
dawn of what was to become one of Australian 
Soccer's most turbulent eras was being orches- 
trated by the powerbrokers within the game, All the 


jockeying and lobbying for votes in electing the” 


Chairman of the then named ‘Australian Soccer 
Federation’ was on in earnest, and one man who played 
a big part in the ultimate election of David Hill is now 
referred to as his most outspoken critic. That man is 
Club Marconi President, Tony Labbozzetta, 

From those amicable beginnings and hopes for our 
Sport, Tony Labbozzetta has seen his early ambitions for 
‘resurrection through restructuring of the game, smoul- 
der and then ignite ipto a public war with David Hill. 
Sport is littered with differences of opinion in many 
areas, not least of which are the battles conducted off the 
field and in the boardroom, but the likes of this long- 
standing feud has rarely been seen before in Australian 
Sport. 

Having met both gentlemen over this past fortnight, 
one gets the feeling that although neither has any great 
empathy for the other, there is an undeniable air of mutu- 
al respect, As fantastic as this statement may sound, it 
only emphasises to me just how much could be achieved 
in our sport. It conjures up that age old question: If only? 

Tony Labbozzetta was succinct in his replies to the 
following questions and his love for the game is undi- 
minished for all the trials and tribulations of the past few 
years. In this exclusive interview, we bring you the other 
side of Australian Soccer's ‘Family Feud’. 

ie ae within soccer circles that you 

‘the election of David Hill as 
pened since then to alter the 
bad state? 

2 Australian Soccer three years 
‘stagnancy and the school of 
Id look towards an outsider to 
, David Hill was certainly not 
ty people, particularly for his 
nal League when he was head= 
ember he pulled out of a con- 
levising matches, preferring to 
overage amongst other sports, 

thus excluding Australian Soccer, 

“Anyway, my spiel was that I believed that past dis~ 
cretions should be forgiven for the sake of the game and 
accordingly I lobbied very hard for David to pick up the 
necessary yotes to win the election. I think that I was 
very effective for him in this area, much to my chagrin 
today of course, In fact I am reminded of this constantly 
by many people and can obviously offer no reply (he 
Jaughs). 

__ “The (urhing.poiat-in-our relationship came almost 
immediately when he dumped three clubs (Heidelberg, 
Parramatta & Brunswick) from the league without any 
consultation. Nobody saw it coming and our talks at this 
Stage centred around my trying to conyince David that 
these clubs were not granted an opportunity to secure 
their existence. They had not disqualified themselves by 
ili ‘iterion but rather David perceived 

§ to the league, I wanted to grant 

them, and indeed all clubs, a season to meet specific cri- 
teria and then if the league required a reduction in num- 
bers, we would act accordingly. with an organised 
thought process. We disagreed on this method and my 
insistence on standing up for the dumped clubs saw us 


immediately off-side with each other. It has progressive- 
ly gotten worse with various issues.” 

It has been inferred that being an archaic relic of a 
bygone era in Australian Soccer, you are only interest. 
ed in protecting the domain of the clubs. How do you 
respond to that view? 

“David and I have had many differences of opinions 
on many topics, not least of which is my insistence of 
Protecting the rights of the National League clubs. If this 
is a bad thing, then L am guilty, however, it should be 
made quite clear that any disagreements we have had 
have always been on a professional level as far as I am 
concerned. I have never resorted to personal attacks on 
David Hill and really do hope that these actions have 
now ceased from the Chairman. He has a job to do for 
Australian Soccer and whether he likes it or not, the NSL 
clubs are a huge part of the game in this country, and as 
he admits himself, the most important cog in the whole 
picture. 

“To carry on further, saying that mass overhauls are 
required and to change the composition of the league 
every season, is hardly conducive to good management. 
What is required is stability, a business plan and a com- 
mon direction for the = 
National League and 
its member clubs to, 
follow. We can get 
this right without all 
the drama and bad 
blood of litigation 
between the clubs and 
the national body, 
which has been asst 
ated with the regime 
of David Hill as 
Chairman. The accu- 
Sation of me being all 
about protecting the 
clubs’ Bailiwick is 
correct, however if a 
wrong is to be com- 
mitted to a fellow 
stakeholder, what 
other course of action 
does that club have? 
Just accept that Dayid 
Hill has a God given 
tight to decide the 
future of a club which 
has poured countless 
hours and effort into 
building what it has 
achieyed over a half 
century? I repeat that 
what is required is sta- 
bility and a firm diree- 
tion of where we want to be in the next five years. If 
clubs don't meet these expectations, then let the 
Darwinian Law dictate their future, not Hill’s Law, 

The recent call for David Hill to resign his position 
as Chairman of SA, made by the Victorian and NSW 
Soccer Federations, has been met with resistance by 
David Hill, As a board member of Soccer NSW: (a) 
What is the reasoning behind this push? (b) What will 
itachieve for the game by ousting David Hill? 

"Firstly, I was quite surprised and indeed flabbergast- 


Tony Labbozzetta 


ed to read that Dayid Hill apportions blame to myself for 
‘tipping the scales of NSW's support against him,” I 
think he is being totally disrespectful to the other seven 
directors on the board and accordingly should be 
informed that the vote was unanimous (8-0) in request- 
ing him to stand down as Chairman, In stating this it is 
also very important to note specific details of the reason- 
ing for this call. Quite apart from the basic principal of 
having an active politicianas the head of a sporting 


body, which I find incredible that anyone can justify this 


Position, there are many other areas which dictate that he 
has been grossly irresponsible in his management of our 
code, 


“The financial controlling of expenditure under David 
Hill's reign has been nothing short of a disaster. In the 
15 months after David Hill was elected as Chairman in 
1995, the financial position of SA nosedived to a scan- 
dalous $2million turnaround, resulting in a loss of 
approximately $800,000 in the 1995/96 financial year 
ftom a $1.2 profit the previous year. The year after 
showed a modest $35,000 profit (albeit from the previ- 
ous year's $800K loss) and this past financial year 
resiilted in a diabolical $2.4m loss to SA. In his three 

years in charge the turn- 
around in the company’s 
fortunes have amassed to 
over $4.4m. This is a 
‘Major concern to anyone 
and it cannot be construed 
as Tony Labbozzetta’s 
‘mythical mathematics’. 
These figures have been 
presented to all stakehold- 
ers and included within 
all the financial reports 
available, The latest line 
is that we have yet to 
account for the prize 
money from making the 
final of the 
‘Confederations Cup into 
this year’s accounts, That 
may be so but we are still 
projecting a loss of 
approximately $1m for 
next year’s accounts. 
What other company 
‘would accept these bot- 
tom line figures and not 
ask for the Chairman to, 
resign? 
“The notion of David Hill 
standing as a Labor polit 
cian in the next federal 
election is solely his busi- 
ness and I wish him well 
in this endeavour. However, this places our sport ina 
position of being involved within politics and according- 
ly the reference of ‘sport and politics should never mix’ 
remains a major concern. To-announce at a press confer- 
ence at SA headquarters his intention to run as a Labor 
politician is bad enough, but to further the damage by 
attacking the Prime Minister of the day is downright dis- 
‘respectful of our game and its many varied legions of 
supporters. 
“Soccer belongs to all Australians regardless of politi- 
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cal beliefs, religion or race and it was totally inappropri- 
ate to launch his political career from the offices of SA, 
more so by remaining as Chairman whilst being aligned 
to one political party, 

“As to the question of what will achieved by remoy- 
ing David Hill, well proper and responsible accounting 
for finances is a great start and perhaps a re-targeting of 
our priorities away from litigation and investing the 
money into promoting the most important part of our 
code: The National League.” 

In the event that Victoria and NSW were successful 
in removing David Hill as Chairman, whom would you 
consider as the likely successor? 

“T don’t believe in this question, to be honest, as it 
does not matter who Tony Labbozzetta considers to be 
the likely successor. It is not a matter of putting a person | 
there to serve mine or anybody else’s interests, he/she 
must be serving Australian Soccer's interests and, as 
David Hill has quite rightly stated, it is the National 
League that shapes the fortunes and health of a game. 
Nobody is suggesting that the National League is in per- 
fect condition but the panacea in David's eyes is vastly 
different to many other people's opinion. 

“Chopping teams, going to court and alienating tradi- 
tional supporter bases will not get the desired 20-25,000 
to every game. David has gone about his role as 
Chairman of Soccer Australia with the ‘slash and burn’ 
method he has used in his other roles (State Rail and 
Sydney Water), A sport is not a bureaucracy where 
employees are cast aside in order to maximise profit 
margins or restructure the workforce. What David has 
failed to understand is that there are passions involved 
by many hard working and loyal people, many of who 
do it for only the love of the game. Instead of listening to 
these people and working their theories in with his own 
on how to improve the game at all levels, David has set 
about insulting them and in some cases, destroying their 
clubs. It is sad, and people should look beyond any 
ridiculous conspiracy of ‘Labbozzetta hates Hill’ or vice- 
versa. It is certainly not personal from my part but rather 
purely business. In fact, in a curious way, I really believe 
‘he wants the same things that we all do, the problem is 
which way itis achieved.” 

The infamous logo saga of August 1996 attracted 
intense media attention, which positioned both yourself 
and David Hill on the opposing side of the dispute. 
Looking back on the situation, how do you see its 
impact on the NSL? 

“Tt has had absolutely no positive effect on the league 
and indeed has disenfranchised many supporters of the 
game. It was devised to implement a Merchandising 
Program, which has yet to kick-off, and according to the 
powers that be ‘make the product more appealing to the 
mainstream’. The logo debate was a ttémendous waste 
of valuable resources and created nothing but bad pub- 
icity for the code, The mere fact that Soccer Australia 
deemed that club logos could not contain, or be seen to 
contain, any ‘symbol of European Nationalism’ is-gross- 
ly insulting, particularly when, if this policy was 
addressed in politics, our national flag would also be cat- 
egorised as undesirable with its positioning of the Union 
Jack in the left hand comer. 

“Tt was ridiclous and I think that period.of David 
Hill's reign was the Chairman at his most arrogant. 


(continued on page 2) 
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“In fact, when the fax arrived 
in our football office, I thought 
it was a joke, How dare any 
organisation issue a direction to 
alter our trademark logo. It was 
and still is registered without 
any opposition from any party 
and yet Soccer Australia 
deemed it to be undesirable for 
use in the sale of merchandise. 
Clearly the response from 
around the world was 
overwhelming in its support of 
the clubs and indeed the 
situation made headline news 
overseas. It made Australian 
Soccer seem xenophobic and 
$A undoubtedly handled it 
extremely poorly, The funny 
thing was that it was out of 
control when David Hill 
realised that the issue was dead 
in the water and had to be 
rescued by the clubs. Legal 
rights in terms of trademark and 
freedom of expression meant 
that NO club could be expelled. 
Litigation was again on the 
cards and the saving of face was 
by virtue of the affected clubs’ 
decision to compromise, yet 
again, 

“T actually had lunch with 
David Hill during the péak of 
this storm where we shared 


some fine Australian Red wine 
and discussed how we could 
remedy this situation for the 
good of the game. Following 
this meeting, several logos were 
produced by Soccer Australia 
for Club Marconi’s digestion 
‘and our Board ultimately agreed 
to use the one currently on our 
playing shirts. The stupidity of 
the whole thing was that David 
Kept referring to the debate as an 
ethnic thing, where we were 
very concerned with an 
infringement upon our 
trademark rights with our club 
Jogo. The constant talk of the 
time was of ‘Ethnic Clubs’ 
holding back the progress of the 
game etc, This vein of talk has 
continued since, and David 
Hill’s public descriptions in 
categorising Sydney United, 
Melbourne Knights, South 
Melbourne and even ourselves 
as ‘ethnic clubs’ has done 
nothing towards endearing the 
‘mainstream’ public to our 
game. 


SOCCHA CLUE 


“The league needs positive 
reports and achievements of 
clubs should be loudly 
proclaimed by the Chairman, 
not threatening them with 
expulsion from the league.” 

David Hill has stated that 
findings of the Stewart Report, 
‘and later the Senate Inquiry, 
justified his action to impose a 


ban on your dealings in 
representing your club at 


Soccer Australia, Club 
Marconi fought this ban and 
won an injunction. What 
eventuated in this action to 
have you barred from 
proceedings involving Soccer 
Australia? 

"David Hill conjured up the 
notion that since my name was 
mentioned within the 
aforementioned reports, he 
would justify his attempts to 
have me banned from 
representing my club at 
meetings with SA. This is one 
major curiosity that is still 
pending within the courts and 
‘one in which my club, not Tony 
Labbozzetta, fought to have 
overturned. David Hill singled 
me out, out of all parties 
mentioned within the report. It 
should be remembered, as 
indeed it is documented for 
public knowledge, that no 
evidence of wrongdoing was 
proven against any individual. 
Notwithstanding this basic and 
fundamental fact, I did not even 
speak to the Inquiry and yet 
David Hill deemed it to be his 
divine right to issue a ban on my 
acting as proxy on behalf of my 
ch 


lub. 

“J am thankful for the 
tremendous support of my board 
of directors at Club Marconi for 
taking the appropriate action 
and indeed this issue was 
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effectively won in the Supreme 
Court because of the clear 
denial of natural justice. T have 
not been convicted of any 
wrongdoing and yet because 
David Hill deemed me as being 
‘unfit’ to serve my club as a 
proxy, he chose to disqualify 
my attendance. This matter is 
still before the courts and it 
would be inappropriate to 
comment further, however 1 
hasten to add that this litigation 
was again provoked by David 
Hill and again wasting valuable 
Soccer Australia funds on 
personal vendetta.” 

You have been very specific 
in targeting what David Hill 
has done to the game in 
Australia. Do you think he has 
achieved any good? 

“J would be less than honest 
if | said that David has been all 
bad for the game. However, I 
stand by my assertions that his 
reign has been the most 
disruptive and destructive of 
any before him, The damage 
however is not irreversible so 
long as he does the honourable 
thing and resigns immediately.” 


There are many readers out 
there who feel the call for his 
resignation is just a witch-hunt 
and motivated by David Hill’s 
enemies in the game. What 
areas, apart from his political 
alliance and ambitions, would 
justify his removal? 

“As I stated earlier, this is 
purely business. 1 have no 
personal problem with David 
and indeed would not hesitate to 
wish him well in his political 
aspirations at the next Federal 
Election. 1 do not want to 
politicise this issue with 
personalities. However, the 
facts are: $4.4 million loss in his 
three-year reign, incredible 
turnover of staff at Soccer 
Australia, including senior 
management, now numbers 13, 
including one former employee 
who is reputedly suing for 
$1.2m for breach of contract. 


“Three successive off- 
seasons of litigation involving 
National League clubs: 1995/96 
off-season: Dumping of 
Heidelberg, Parramatta & 
Brunswick, 1996/97 off-season: 
logo debate, 1997/98 off- 
season: Sydney United 
expulsion threat, 1998/99 off 
season: 27? 

“We could conservatively state 
that in the period of his tenure as 
Chairman, in excess of $1m has 
been wasted on legal fees in 
matters instigated by Soccer 
‘Australia’s actions. Money which 
would surely have been better 
spent on promoting the game to 
Australia. 

“Mr Hill has claimed a 


$50,000 consultancy fee 
through a company set up in the 
name of ‘Arkootha Pty Ltd’, of 
which he is a director and 
shareholder. This is despite the 
fact that the stakeholders 
rejected the notion of paying the 


David Hill 


position of Chairman at the 
‘Annual General Meeting in 
February, 1997. 

“Mr Hill's embarrassing of 
‘Australia at a FIFA Congress in 
Europe in 1997, where he was 


the sole dissenting voice against 
Oceania attaining full 
confederation status. Motion 
was carried 170:1 with 
approximately five other 
countries abstaining.” 

What future do you see for 
Australian Soccer, including 
the National League and 
national teams’ programs? 

“Again I am in agreement 
with David Hill in that the game 
has a tremendous future in 
Australia, both at national and 
international levels. We are 
approaching the Olympic 
Games in the year 2000 and our 
Olympic team deserve all the 
assistance and funding to grant 
them every opportunity to 
succeed in Sydney. 

“Our great disappointment in 
not reaching the World Cup this 
year is a savage blow but 
despite this setback, we can ill 


‘afford to take our eyes off the 
ball. 

“The immediate aim is to 
consolidate our league and with 
the addition of another Sydney 
lub next season, it is hoped that 
in future more consultation with 
existing clubs be addressed 
before any further teams are 
admitted into the National 
League. 

“Obviously, another aim is to 
increase the level of attendances 
at Ericsson Cup matches, which 
in turn will have a positive 
affect on sponsorship dollars 
and media coverage for all 
clubs. A national strategy is 
being devised and would be the 
blueprint for our league as We 


near the 21st century, Full-time 
professionalism for players at 
every club will also increase the 
attractiveness of our national 
competition and, accordingly, 
fewer players will be departing 
to play abroad. 

“All in all, the place I would 
like to see us at being in five 
years from now, is the same 
destination as David Hill. 
However, David’s route has 
created so much turbulence and 
his methods of arriving there so 
methodically confrontational, 
that achieving this goal with 
David at the helm would be 
impossible. It is time for David 
to see the light and move on for 
the interest of football in 
Australia.” 

In summary then, it begs the 
question: Exactly what has 
David Hill achieved for our 
game? 

“Apart clubs’ 
insecurities, excessive 
expenditure and alienation of 
traditional supporters, David’s 
claims to increasing the appeal 
of our National League is 
beyond any semblance of truth. 
His continued campaign of 
terror upon select clubs and 
their officials, including myself, 
is hardly conducive to 
generating the realisation of his 
expression ‘appealing to the 
mainstream’. Quite frankly, 1 
am tired of having to defend 
myself and fellow constituent 
clubs from his constant 
vindictive attacks. I have never 
instigated a public battle with 
David and yet, he feels 
compelled to issue defamatory 
comments about myself in a 
national publication. Whilst itis 
true that we don't see eye-to-eye 
on various subjects, it seems 
that David finds such opposition 
to his views so torturous that he 
must denigrate any debate into a 
personal feud. 

“David came to power with a 
mandate to co-ordinate a 
positive future for our game, 
and sadly he has failed to 
deliver, despite his boasting to 
the contrary. In three successive 
off-seasons he has instigated the 
necessity for litigation by the 
‘clubs to protect their rights. In 
1995, barely six months into his 
reign, the directive of dumping 
three clubs was defeated in 
court, It was ultimately left to 
the stakeholders to bail him out 
with that infamous voting 
procedure, In August of 1996 it 
‘was the affected clubs that again 
came to his rescue when 
compromise was arrived at with 
their respective logos, despite 
the fact that the clubs in 
question had every legal right to 
retain their emblems. It was on 
again last year when Sydney 
United were forced to defend 
their rights in court and once 
again Soccer Australia were 
judged to have acted contrary to 
the law of the land. This latest 
litigation ultimately cost in 
excess of $250,000, of which 
the added insult was this 
expense’s inclusion within the 
Ericsson Cup account. Clearly 
his record of positive 
achievements leaves a lot to be 
desired. 

“Tony Labbozzetta may not 
agree with David Hill on certain 
issues, but at least he does, unlike 
David Hill, has some sort of 
modest background of 
achievement in football. Having 
been involved in some capacity at 
Club Marconi for over 27 years, 
including 13 consecutive terms as 
Club President, we have some 
runs on the board by winning four 
National Titles (four times as 
runners-up, four Minor 
Premierships, one National Cup 

(twice runners-up), and we have 
produced some of the finest 
players to wear the Green and 


from 


Gold, The list g 
are just some of the reasons that 
our club is referred to as 
Australia's leading Soccer Club. 

“Apart from the obvious 
football success, the bricks and 
mortar of our development as a 
social entity is a proud 
reflection of the hard-working 
and co-ordinated efforts of our 
Board of Directors. We 
celebrate our 40th anniversary 
this August and Club Marconi 
of 1998 is a proud multicultural 
organisation with membership 
now numbering over 23,000_at 
last count, from over 119 
different cultural backgrounds. I 
have also been involved, with 
the assistance of the club, in 
raising some $7m for the 
Spastic Centre of NSW. The 
building at Prairiewood is 2 
marvellous reflection upon the 
strength of this community and 
in particular Club Marconi, and 
in fact, the centre has been 
named after the Club. It is an 
extremely proud record we 
extol, and unlike David Hill, it 
is a record full of facts. 

“Our most recent addition to 
the club is a $6m plus car park 
which was opened just last 
week, The club is financially 
sound and will be here for @ 
Jong time after I have departed, 
but [am extremely proud of my: 
contributions towards its 
success and likewise Australian 
Soccer's. Can David Hill’s 
‘achievements’ for our sport 
and, indeed, community be 
explained, His ‘slash and burn’ 
policies have now disrupted one 
too many organisations and one 
can’t help but feeling that he 
may have finally found his 
calling in transferring his skills 
to Federal Parliament. 

“T implore David Hill to 
cease his malicious and 
unwarranted attacks upon 
people who have a great affinity 
for this sport and who have 
contributed much to its strength 
over many years. In three short 
years of involvement, he has 
insulted, damaged and sent to 
the brink of financial disaster, 
some clubs and the Company 
itself, SA. 

“Tt must surely be time to 
hang up his whip and move 
along, For the good of our great 
game David, please do the 
honourable thing and resign.” 


Tony Labbozzetta, thanks for 
your time, 


Ousted from the NSL 


By Micky Brock 


@& ABsw 


QOD Oll GOOD OIL GOOD OIL GOOD 0 


By John Economos 


BBAS SAAD, 
DEREK POIMER 
and ANTE JURIC, 
have all signed to play with 


NSW Super League, 


Leichhardt Tigers during 
the Eriesson League’s off- 
season. 

The NSL star trio want to 
keep fit and hope to contribute 
enough for the Tigers to 
strongly 


challenge and 


Abbas Saad: About to 
Join the Leichhardt 
Tigers. 
ultimately lift the Champ- 
ionship for coach Peter 

Katholos. 

It’s envisaged however that 
Saad will only be available to 
play about six games for the 
Tigers before flying out to 
Singapore for a short business 
‘and holiday break. 

The ace-goalscorer two 
weeks ago was struck down 
for a whole week with a 
seyere attack of tonsillitis. 

With Sydney United 
lacking experience in the 
playing staff and now facing a 
vital showdown match, Abbas 
showed courage. 

‘The highly intelligent and 
well-skilled striker, knew his 
friend and Sydney United’s 
player-coach David Mitchell 
was in trouble against 
Marconi. 

Sydney United had to play 
the second-leg and Sudden 
Death match against Marconi 
in the elimination final. Abbas 
on the morning of the match 


gallantly got out of bed, 
struggled to his doctor’s 
surgery for an antibiotic 
injection and made his way 
straight to the Parramatta 
Stadium to report for duty to 
his friend, David Mitchell, in 
his hour of need. 


Is that courage and 
professionalism, or what? 


wk 


Zoran Matic: Marconi’s 
coach. 


ORAN MATIC, 

Marconi’s surly 

coach, was anything 
but happy after beating 
Wollongong City last 
Saturday night at the 
Parramatta Stadium in the 
Minor Semi Final. 

When ‘Good Oil’ asked 
him for his prediction for this 
weekend’s clash Matic 
quipped back with: 

“How good you are is how 
far you'll go. Nothing more, 
nothing less.” 


kk 


COTT OLLEREN- 

SHAW the former St 

George, Sydney 
Olympic, Apia and 
Wollongong City flying 
striker, after having played 
the past five years in the 
Malaysian National League 
with club side Sabah, has 
now changed clubs for the 
current new season, 

‘The high-scoring and gritty 
Scotty during the off-season 
decided to make a change and 
sign with Negri Sembilan. 

These days as well as 
playing Soccer in Malaysia, 
Scotty has been dabbling on 
the Stock Exchange with 
some success. 

But in recent months with 


Scott Ollerenshaw: Moved to Negri Sembilan. 


the Asian financial markets 
crashing left and right, and 
despite his mobility on the 
pitch in slicing past central 
defenders, Scotty 
unfortunately has not been 
able to escape some serious 
financial ‘injuries’. 


For the brilliant carrot- 
topped goalscorer and former 
Australian international, this 
will be his very last season in 
the Malaysian National 
League before returning to 
Sydney with his family to start 
a new career with the 
Northern Spirit under the 
vigilant eye of player-coach 
Graham Amold. 

x kk 
PEAKING of Scott 
Ollerenshaw’s 
departure there has 

been a second Aussie 
parting company with the 
same club. 

Ronnie Smith, the former 


Ronnie Smith: Now 
coaching in the second 
divsion in Malaysia. 


Head Coach at the AIS, flew 
to Malaysia two years ago and 
coached Sabah in his very first 
year there to win the National 
League Championship. Not 
only that, the highly 
knowledgeable and most 
likeable Ronnie came within 
an inch that same season of 
— —— 


e 
Dr Joao Havelange: 
FIFA’s president retiring 
after 24 years. 


cracking the ‘double’, 

Ronnie Smith this season 
has moved down a division 
and is now coaching Johore. 


xk 


LE, arguably the 
‘best Soccer player the 
world has seen, has 
publicly gone on record to 
declare his strong political 
support for leading 
candidate Lennart 
Johannson to be elected as 
the next President of FIFA. 

Johannson, from Sweden, 
is UEFA’s current head man 
and will be challenging Sepp 
Blatter for the vacated 
presidential position. 

With the pending 
retirement of 82-year-old 
incumbent Brazilian President 
Joao Havelange, who has held 
the No. | seat in FIFA for the 
past 24 years, the result is 
expected to end in a photo 
finish. 


For the past six years the 
placid Pele, who himself 
recently resigned as Sports 
Minister in Brazil, has 
strongly opposed Havelange’s 
overbearing and at times 
arrogant regime. 

The FIFA presidential 
elections will be staged 48 
hours before the start of the 
World Cup which kicks off in 
France June 10. 


xe * 
IVERPOOL F.C. has 
a Supporters’ Club in 
NSW. 


All ‘Red Fans’ who would 
like to meet regularly with 
fellow ‘Red-Supporters’, get 
up to date with the latest or 
just have a chat about the 
great Liverpool team, may 
contact the NSW-based club. 

This club is a family 
orientated for the fans who 
can attend barbecues, nights 
out or play a game of Soccer 
against other Supporters’ 
Clubs. 

Contact may be made at: 
LIVEPOOL SUPPORTERS 
CLUB OF NSW. 

P.O. Box 705 
WYONG, NSW, 2259. 
Telephone: Bob Wardle on: 
(02) 4353 1522 or TIM 
GATELY on (02) 4325 4147 


x kk 


‘ORTHERN SPIRIT, 

the newly admitted 

side to next season’s 
Ericsson National League, 
has to date, signed or 
targetted the following 
players: 

Johnny Perosh, Luke 
Casserly, Ian Crook, Eddie 
Bosnar, Michael Cunico, Troy 
Cranney, Kresimir Marusic, 
Paul Bilokapic, Mark Rudan, 
Scott Ollerenshaw, Clayton 
Zane,Tony Perinich plus 
player-coach Graham Amold. 

Also under careful 
surveillance ‘Good Oil’ 


belives are: Perth Glory’s 
custodian Anthony Franken, 
Parramatta Eagles midfielder 
Gabriel Mendez and gifted 
left midfielder of the “Black 


Paul Williams: Chief 
organiser of trivia night. 


and Whites’, Dino Mennillo. 


ek 


REMINDER that the 

SOCCER TRIVIA 

IGHT will be staged 

at the new APIA CLUB, 92 

Parramatta Road, 

Camperdown, Sydney this 
Friday May 8. 

Don’t miss it. 

Quizmaster SBS’ Les 
Murray, delicious models 
from “Inside Sport’, test your 
Soccer knowledge, Soccer 
memorabilia will be auctioned 
and all proceeds to charity for 
“Youth Off The Street’, 

Bookings are essential (02 
9412 1575) and can be made 
through chief organiser and 
SBS Soccer commentator, 
Paul Williams. 

BE THERE. 


adh fk 


TRANGE things 

happen in Soccer every 

now and then all over 
the world. 

How’s this for a change of 
pace. 

Amateur referee Melvin 
Sylvester in England, punched 
27-year-old Richard Curd in 
the face during a match. 

The 42-year-old referee 
then showed a red card to 
HIMSELF which duly 
brought him a six week 
suspension. 

Sylvester was officiating a 
recreational match between 
the Southampton Arms and 
Hurstbourne Tarrant British 
Legion in an English District 
Sunday League. 

Sylvester later 
philosophically confessed that 
Curd had pushed him during 
the game and that ignited his 
temper which led the ‘un- 
happy whistler’ to spin round 
and deck the player. 

Commanding respect, or 
what? 

kkk 


YDNEY OLYMPIC’S 
new playing staff 
management last week 


discarded three of their 
players from this season’s 
first-team squad. 

The trio were told they 
were not in the club’s plans 
for next season. 

Technical Director at 
Sydney Olympic, Frank Arok, 
explained: “The plan is to put 
a team on the field who will 
know they are ‘going to win 
every match’, not one who 
only ‘thinks they might 
win?” 

Jettisoned are giant 
goalkeeper Bobby Catlin, 
sweeper Jean Paul De 
Marigny and midfielder Eric 
Hristodoulou. 

And who might Arok be 
targetting to now take over the 
gloves from the great Catlin? 

‘Good Oil'is willing to take 
the punt on the Gippsland 
Falcons’ very talented and 
highly underrated, Jimmy 
Kourtis. 


kk 


DY. HARPER, 
Brisbane Strikers’ 
highly articulate goal 


scorer, next month is off to 
France would you believe? 

No, not to sign up for Paris 
St Germain as a player. 


Bobby Catlin: Olympic’s 
keeper told he's not 
wanted, 


MANAGER 


Andy Harper: Off to the 
World Cup with SBS’ 
Sports Team. 


The very happy Harper will 
fly out of Australia with the 
huge SBS-TV Sports team 
that will bring us the live 
coverage of no less than 64 
World Cup matches from 
France ‘98, 

Happy ‘Harps’ told ‘Good 
Oil’ last night: “I'm the 
luckiest as well as the 
happiest man in the world. 

“T was totally grateful when 
SBS extended the invitation to 
me to fly with them to France 
and assist the Network with 
its fabulous World Cup 
coverage.” 


COACHING & DEVELOPMENT 


Soccer NSW is seeking expressions of interest from suitably qualified persons who believe 
they have the experience and capabilities of performing the following duties:- 
© Management of State policies and programs for the development of coaches and players at 


all levels of ability. 


@ Management of the requirements of the National Coaching Scheme. 

@ Management of programs designed to increase levels of participation in the game. 

© Provide ongoing reviews and recommendations with respect to those policies and to 
maintain a progressive coaching and development structure in line with State and National 


Business Plans. 


© Preparation of reports and submissions to Soccer NSW and other relevant bodies and 


authorities. 


© Assist with the management of NSW Institute of Sport Programs. 
© Preparation and maintenance of Budgets. 
This position offers an excellent opportunity to a self motivated person who will be pro-active in 
the achievement of the objectives set by Soccer NSW. 
‘An attractive salary package will be negotiated with the successful applicant. 
‘Apply in writing setting out qualifications and experience to: 


Closing Date: 


General Manager 
Soccer NSW 
PO Box 6024 


Blacktown Business Centre NSW 2148, 


15 May, 1998 
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ith Venables gone, or 

will be gone after the 
Croatia game next month, 
Soccer Australia must or 
should have begun 
pondering on where to turn 
next, At the moment Raul 
Blanco and Les Scheinflug 
are caretaking our inactive 
and non-existent national 
team. They, Soccer 
Australia, would be in a 
dilemma, They would be, I 
gather, tempied to repeat 
the Venables coup, satisfied 
that the big-name factor of 
Venables had a huge impact 
on the public profile of the 
team and the sport, 

On the other hand Venables 
was immensely expensive and 
there is no evidence that he 
directly generated tangible 
revenue, such as sponsorship, 
as a result of his appointment. 
And he didn’t get us to the 
World Cup anyway. That 
argument leads to appointing 
4 local man which, let’s face 
it, is worth considering. I 
mean, technically, we are 
back to where we were pre- 
Venables. If Raul Blanco is 
good enough to coach the 
Socceroos now he was 


Raul Blanco 


certainly no less good enough 
a year-and-half ago when 
Venables was recruited. 

But there js a third string to 
this dilemma, And that is the 
option to restructure the entire 
representative coaching 
apparatus, more in keeping 
with what happens in almost 
every developed football 
country and is even more 
needed in a developing 
country such as ours, And that 
is to appoint a national 
technical director of 
representative teams who 
would then steer and drive 
national team football at all 
levels. This man would not be 
directly responsible for the 
running of any of the teams, 
but would be responsible for 
how they are run and who 
Tuns them. 

He would appoint the 
coaches that would run each 
of the five national teams, 
including the women, He 
would also have the power to 
appoint the AIS coaching 
staff. He would have broad 
responsibilities, including 
formulating long-term plans. 
He would map the overall 
strategy, including coping 


10: 


S 


OPTUS 
VISION 


with the dilemma of overseas- 
based players, the AIS 
program and the coaching, 
technical and tactical 


us 


David Hill 


philosophy that would 
permeate through all 
Tepresentative teams. 

Under him would be a team 
of local coaches, none of them 
independent, but all of them 
following the same party line, 
working as a team, With the 
right men, this entire team 
could be had for less than the 
salary of a Venables. 

This third option of the 
three-pronged dilemma would 
be my ideal choice. The 


URRAY 


challenge would be to find the 
right man to lead the pack. At 
least one local man, in my 
views, could do it and that is 
Frank Arok. But I will not 
electioneer for Arok here 
because I know that in the 
eyes of too many people in 
football he is seen as 
yesterday's man, with 
baggage all over him. 

So who else then? Well, 
probably hundreds from 
overseas if we did the right 
research and I won't bother 
rattling off the names, But the 
name I would throw into the 
ring ~ and he'd be perfect for 
it — is Joe Venglos, If your 
memory is short, or you're a 
mere child, Joe was one of 
two candidates for the 
national job when Eddie 
Thomson got it in 1990. 

A former great player with 
Slovan Batislava of the former 
Czechoslovakia, he is well 
known in Australia as the 
young coach of the now 
defunct Sydney club Prague 


in the 60s. Raul Blanco played 
for him. He went on to be a 
staff coach of the 
Czechoslovakian national 
team, assistant coach to the 


team which won the 1976 
European Championship and 
national coach in the 1990 
World Cup. He is a purely 
academic man, a doctor of 
physical education, who has 
been a technical advisor to 
FIFA for decades and 
continues to serve similar 
roles with the world body, 

T recently saw him at the 
Football Expo in Singapore 
ain, he was a guest 
insistence, He again 
expressed to me his love of 
Australia, how he loved 
working here and how he 
would love to visit anytime, 

Currently Venglos is 
holding down a similar role as 
the one I am envisaging for 
Australia, with the Slovakian 
Football Federation. 

Of course there will be 
many who will ask, who the 
hell is Joe Venglos? Is he a 
Terry Venables? Does he have 
the charisma and the 
Knowhow? The charisma, no. 
The knowhow yes, and ten 


times over. For the job | am 
describing here, he is perfect. 
Whatever the legacy of 
Terry Venables, there are 
some things certain and they 


cannot be repeated, The 
concept of a remote control 
coach, a la El Tel, is 
immensely unpopular with the 
people and even more so with 
the media. The slap dash 
structure of having different, 
independent coaches of our 
senior team, the Olyroos, the 
Young Socceroos, the Joeys, 
the Matildas and the AIS, 
each with his own ideology 
and methods, with not a 
thread of a link between them 
must also become a thing of 
‘our primitive past. 

It’s time to change. It’s 
time for a plan and a strategy. 
Is time to holler for Joe. 


ivision 
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KOSTA: 


EUROPE OR WOLVES? 


‘sta Salapasidis is just 19 but he is at 

the crossroads of his short career. The 
young striker has become the toast of 
Brandon Park since joining the Wolves on 


loan from Adelaide City this season, 


His options appear to be Europe or 
Wollongong, however he isn’t keen on 
returning to Adelaide City for a number of 


reasons. 


“I don’t want to go into that,” he told 


ABSW. 


When the Wolves were drawn to play the 
Zebras home and away in the Ericsson Cup 
playoffs, Salapasidis had the chance to show 
his old club they should never have let him 


£0. 
He certainly did that! 


In the first-leg at Brandon Park he knocked 


in two goals in Wollongong’s 3-0 victory. 


‘A week later in Adelaide, Salapasidis 
scored one of the goals of the season when 
Scott Chipperfield sent over a pinpoint pass 
from the left, Kosta showed great control to 
bring the ball down, step around a defender and 
smash a left-footed shot into the Adelaide net. 

He said going back to Hindmarsh hadn't been 


easy. 


“The crowd gave me a bad time from the start,” 
he said. The booing stopped when he scored his 


great goal, 


Meanwhile Salapasidis has settled in well in 
Wollongong. He shares a unit with team-mates 


Sonny Sevin and 
South Coast. 


~ ILLAWARRA RA INSIGHT 


Neil Harlock and likes the lifestyle on the 


Australia’s star of the WYC in Malaysia 97 said the 


atmosphere with the Wolves has been great. 
“The People in Wollongong have made me very welcome and 


the boys have had a successful season. I would be more than 
happy to sign a contract to stay with the club next season. 
However, that would be a matter for the two clubs. 


“My loan agreement is until the end of the 


season and it would then be up to Adelaide 
City to put a price on me,” 


‘The in-form striker said there was a chance 


he could return to Europe. 


He trialled in Italy and Europe last year but 


found it frustrating going around “knocking 
‘on doors”. 


“If I had a definite chance of gaining a 


ae contract over there, I would go back," the 
youngster said. 


“To be honest, I am just as happy, to stay in 


Wollongong and try to become part of the 
Olyroo setup. 


“The Olympic Games in Sydney are going 


to be fantastic and the team is going to be very 


eines 


Kosta Salapasidis 


said. 


opTus OVAL 


South Melbourne coach Ange 
Postecoglou hit out at Optus Oval after 
the first-leg of the major semi-final 
between his side and Carlton. 

“It’s not ideal,” said Postecoglou. 


“T don’t care what people say, at the 
end of the day you cannot play a soccer 
game on a ground with a cricket pitch.” 


Postecoglou: Critical of the sub- 
standard Optus Oval. 


Optus Oyal has come in for criticism 
from opposing teams and Soccer 
Australia for the cricket wicket area, that 
is apparently causing injuries to players. 

“We had at least three players who 
went down in that area with injuries that 
I'm convinced would not have happened 
if it wasn’t for the cricket pitch,” a 
disappointed South coach added. 


Optus Oval, like the MCG, does not 
remove the centre wicket area after 
cricket season despite a high number of 
injuries to AFL players, particularly in 
early season games when the area is so 
slippery, 


AITKEN FOR 
FALCONS? 


Gippsland Falcons have not decided 
on a coach as yet to take over from 
Frank Arok. 

Former Scottish international, and 
Aberdeen manager, Roy Aitken, met with 
Falcons officials recently and has since 
returned to Britain. 

Aitken is believed to be the Falcons 


Stuart Munro: The ex-Blackburn 
defender, currently with Sydney 
Utd, is one of Falcons’ many 
coaching possiblities. 


choice for the job and he will inform the 
club shortly on his intentions. 

Fawkner Blues coach Ken Murphy, 
former Falcons mentor Jimmy Dunn and 
Sydney United defender Stuart Munro are 
also in the running for the position. 

Meanwhile at Melbourne Knights 
Alan Davidson is favourite to take on the 


busy with preparation matches over the next 
two years.” 


With Salapasidis ‘striking partner, Tony 


fl Perinich, leaving the Wolves to play with 
Northern Spirit, Wollongong are ob 
keen to retain the former youth international. 


iously 


Coach Nick Theodorakopoulos has a very 


high opinion of the teenager. 
“He has done a very good job for us since he 
arrived and I believe he has a big future,” the coach 


“Obviously he would like to play in Europe but 
he has his head screwed on properly, is still 19 and 
would haye to force his way into the Olyroo squad 
on his recent form.” 


coaching. job from Ken Worden. 

Worden, who has been linked to the 
Perth Glory job or a return to Malaysia, 
had Davidson as his assistant this season. 

Former coach Ian Dobson is another 
name mentioned for the job as has St 
Albans Saints coach, and former Knights 
defender, the steel hard Viado Vanis. 


MAGNACCA: HOT 
PROSPECT 


Master Coach Krncevic likes the 
look of Magnacca. 


18-year-old Anthony Magnacca has 
been outstanding in the Premier 
League so far this season, and is 
attracting interest from Ericsson Cup 
clubs. 

Sunshine Georgies coach Gus McLeod 
said recently he had fielded enquiries 
from Ericsson Cup clubs about 
Magnacca. 

Carlton coach Eddie Krncevic liked 
what he saw of Magnacca early in the 
season but may face stiff competition if 
he wants his signature. 


this great soccer trivia night, raffle, auction 
and night of laughs, ALL proceeds go to this 
charity and none other than ABSW 
columnist Les Murray will be the quiz 
master, 

So what do you get for nothing these 
days? Exactly that ... usually, but not from 
next week. 

As from Tuesday, May 12, 1998, 
Australian & British Soccer Weekly goes to 
32 PAGES, eight extra pages each week and 
it won't cost you one cent extra...not yet at 


| ep is amazing how values change 
ind ‘costing’ becomes the buzz word 
for many in football. 

However, allow me to explain what I 
mean, What can you get for $20 in this day 
and age? 

If it’s on May 16, quite a lot really. For 
this princely sum you can go to One World 
Sport in Darling Harbour (Sydney) and 
enjoy: The Ericsson Cup Grand Final AND 
the FA Cup Final between Arsenal and 
Newcastle United ‘live’ on the big screen, 


but that’s not all. least. 

No, no, no! You will also receive a ‘We promised you some changes a while 
complimentary beer on entry, and a choice —_ago and now they are taking place. 
from the menu of a Beef, Chicken or Vegi You wanted more Australian content - 
Burger or Bangers and Mash (English style) you've got it! 


AND join the celebrations with hundreds of 
other football fans in a night of top flight 
football. 

There is one small drawback though, 
probability is, I will be there decked out in 
my beloved Arsenal kit, along with my 
fellow cohorts of the Australian Arsenal 
Supporters Club and those of Newcastle and 
other assorted supporters. 

Tickets are available by ringing: (02) 
9264 5200 and it's the only way to book 
your seat for the night. 

Failing that, what does $10 buy you? 

Read ‘Good Oil’ this week and please let 
me see you at the Apia Club (Sydney) on 
Friday night as we attempt to raise money 
for the "Youth Off The Street’ charity. 

Ring: (02) 9412 1575 for your place at 


WORLD CUP 98 


TICKETS ONLY ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE 


FOR ... 


10 June Paraguay v Bulgaria in Montpellier 


You wanted more 
information — you've got it! 

‘You didn’t particularly want to pay extra 
for it straight away — you've got it!!! 

Obviously we hope there are not too 
many teething problems but here at ABSW 
Towers, we do actually listen to what our 
readers want and, where possible, we 
provide the service, 

Book your copy of ABSW in advance, it 
promises to sell out — yet again! 

Also you may have noticed that this 
week’s editorial is on a different page. It is 
because of our commitment to giving 
readers as much info as possible that page 
two this week is for the rest of the exclusive 
interview with Tony Labbozzetta, 

Brock 


international 


13 June Holland v Belgium in Paris 

13 June South Korea v Mexico in Lyon 

+ 14 June Yugoslavia v Iran in St Etienne 
15 June Romania v Colombia in Lyon 
18 June France v S. Arabia in Paris 

19 June Spain v Paraguay in St Etienne 


20 June Japan v Croatia in Nantes 


21 June Argentina v Jamaica in Paris 
25 June Holland v Mexico in St Etienne 
PLUS: 
28 June 16th Knockout in Paris 
4 July Quarter-Final in Marseilles 


CONTACT MARCONI TRAVEL ON 


@ (02) 9728 1900 


‘Tickets strictly limited so it’s first in best dressed’ 
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ADMIN TO 
BLAME 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


FOR COSTS 


Dear Sir, 

Guess I didn’t make myself 
clear about the money and the 
power! 

1 agree if sponsors support 
soccer we should support 
them. I carry an Ericsson 
mobile, drink Coca Cola or 
XXXX and chew a Snickers 
at half-time. 

My point about the gear is 
that the proprietors of ‘Fred's 
Fine Strips’ or ‘Ikes 
Incomparable imported Indian 
Balls’ strike an agreement 
with the State Federation to 
pay them say $10,000 per 
year to become an approved 
product. 

They then spend an addi- 
tional $1-50 per item to put 
the Federation Logo on the 
approved product. 

In return the Federation 
says to the clubs: “Thou Shalt 
only used approved products 
in matches and at club train- 
ing.” 

Great news, the State 
Federation is now $20,000 
better off and the code has a 
couple of enthusiastic spon- 
sors! 

But wait, Fred and Ike are 
businessmen, and just like us 
other businessmen they need 
fo get a return’on their outlay, 
so naturally the have to add 
their extra costs, plus the stan- 
dard mark-up on to their 
quote to the club to 
provide shirts or 4 
balls, Z 

The club secre- gf 
tary can’t do a 
cut-price deal 
with the local 
clothing fac- 
tory, who 
might 


shirts 
for noth- 
ing if they can put their logo 
on the pocket, or with the 
friendly bloke at the local 
sports store who can get a 
ccheap job lot of balls. 
Why? Because the state 


federation would fine, defrock 
or excommunicate his club if 
his U/3 team did not appear 
with all the approved gear! 

Every time SA or a State 
Federation does some sort of 
exclusive deal with a sponsor 
it limits the range of firms 
that you can get support from 
at club level. 

By the way, ask Bill 
Turner about Optus and 
Telecom! 

‘As my dear old Dad used 
to say; “Business is Business, 
but the work will always filter 
down while the money rises 
to the top.” 

Meanwhile, back to the 
Chook raffle, we need to pay 
our players State and SA reg- 
istrations and buy some more 
‘approved! balls. 

Chris Dunkerley, 
Email letter 


Editor's note: 

Tsk, tsk! Are you saying 
that ground improvements, 
spectator facilities etc. go 
begging whilst the “boys in 
admin’ receive their well- 
deserved pay cheque and the 
majority of this expense is 
then passed on to the mums 
and dads? 

As the parent of a lad in the 
U/9s, | find that hard to com- 
prehend. 

I do see your point 
though and, valid as it 
may be, the entire 
system needs a com- 
. plete overhaul. 
Administrators 
. do, in the main, 
an exceptional 
job under dif- 
ficult cir- 
hecum - 
stances, 
for the 
most 
part, 
and bear 
the brunt of much of the criti- 
cism, however, it is the true 
“upper echelon’ who make the 
decisions and there the blame 
must lie. 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
British Soccer 
WEEKLY 
PO BOX 155, 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


WELL DONE LES? 


Dear Sir, 

I enjoyed Les Murray's 
rightful dedication of the SBS 
Logie to the fans, very well 
said, except one thing! 

That exception is where he 
states: ‘rooted in the passion- 
ate and unshakeable support 
of the diehard fans who came 
to this country as migrants 
and who stood by the game 
for decades after their arrival.’ 

Without down-playing, the 
post 1957, migrant contribu- 
tion there is another root to Oz 
football! It is the Aussie fans 
who were here before that and 
their children and grand- 
children, 


Those who followed 
Leichhardt-Annandale, 
Auburn, Gladesville, 
Wallsend, Adamstown, 
Corrimal, etc. 

Oz football today is like a 


fine Shiraz grape vine — 
bountiful but grafted to tough 
rootstock. 


Les Murray 


Boy isn’t the wine from it 
starting to age well. 

‘To imply that the 110 years 
of Oz football history started 
in the mid 50s is an insult to 
greats like Reg Date, Alf 
Quill, Ron Lord, Joe Marston, 
and even Les’s colleague, 
John Warren, who came out 
of the pre-NSW Federation 
competitions! 

I'd just like those of us fans 
out here who have stuck it out 
these 110 years and now look 


forward to the future, such as 
Northern Spirit. 
(This is for you Harry!) 
Chris Dunkerley 
Email letter 


Editor's note: 

I feel you read too much 
into the words of Mr Murray 
and not enough of what he 
was actually saying. 

What Les did in acknowl- 
edging ALL participants of 
soccer through its Australian 
history is something I cannot 
believe any other sports pro- 
grammer/personality would 
have done. ' 

It is absolutely wonderful, 
the greatest thing since sliced 
bread, that soccer has at last 
received; 1/ the nomination, 2/ 
the recognition, and 3/ the 
award. 

For too long it ‘has been a 
case of people involved in this 
code not being their due 
rewards — SBS especially. 

Dedicated, professional 
sport reporters having, for so 
long, run into the ‘brick wall” 
of an apathetic public are at 
Jong last being noticed. 

Long may that continue 
and may our sport finally 
attain its true stature in 
Australia, 


Dear Sir, 

I live in Germany and 
collect football-clubs pins 
from all over the world. 
Although I specialize in 
German clubs, 1 would like 


GENERAL MANAGER 


ERICSSON CUP NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE CLUB IS 
SEEKING THE SERVICES OF AN ASTUTE PROFESSIONAL 
MANAGER WITH EXPERIENCE IN THE SPORTING 


INDUSTRY. 


THE SUCCESSFUL APPLICANT WILL HAVE A SOUND 
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to extend my collection of 
pins from Australia. 

1 know that there are 
many football clubs in your 
country, but it is very diffi- 
cult to find out their address- 
es and write to them direct- 


ly. 

Therefore, I am looking 
for a fellow collector that 
shares my hobby in your 
country to swap pins via 
mail on a regular basis. 

In exchange, I could send 
him/her pins from German 
or European clubs. 

T would be very grateful if 
you could publish this letter 
and my address in your 
paper. . 

Thank you very much in 
advance. 

Bernd Schrader 
Bechsteinstrasse 48 
45883 Gelsenkirchen 
GERMANY. 


Editor's Note: 
Please contact Bernd 
direct at his address above! 


PINS WANTED 


NRL/AFL 


SCARED 


Dear Sir, 

Your editorial (April 7) 
regarding the blind parochial- 
ism of supporters of other 
codes reminds me of many 
Victorians! 

Some AFL fans seem to 
believe that supporting soccer 
means rejecting the AFL, 
whereas they don’t seem as 
paranoid of other sports. Of 
course, we love our game 
above all others, but we are 
willing to watch other sports, 
such as cricket in my case. 

Although local soccer 
crowds compare favourably 
with all other sports (No.5 
according to ABS statistics), 
soccer is rejected by the 
media because it is the AFL 
and NRL's biggest threat, 

Wayne Jackson, the AFL 
boss, has admitted this, What 
scares these diehards is that 
their sports cannot succeed 
outside these shores, whereas 
the global game is beginning 
to succeed in Australia, and 
the US. 

Australian teenagers follow 
most things Americans do, so 
soccer's popularity in the US 
has gone unreported because 
this scares many Australians. 

The only way the AFL and 
NRL can remain the ‘No.1” 
sports in Australia is to totally 
dominate the media, and 
‘brainwash’ the public, as 
ridiculous as that sounds, 

Any other sport which 
attracts crowds of soccer’s 
size would be given compre- 
hensive coverage. Sports such 
as Sheffield Shield cricket 
and basketball receive more 
attention than soccer, even 
though these crowds are no 
larger. 

They should be reporting 
what people are watching, not 
what they want people to fol- 
low. 

On this basis, soccer, as the 
fifth highest attended sport in 
this country, should be one of 
the most publicised sports, not 
to mention that it is perhaps 
the most popular participation 
sport, 

Either the media underesti- 
mate soccer’s popularity (Le. 
think it is still an ‘ethnic’ 
sport), or there is a hidden 
agenda on their part. 


If it wasn't for ABSW, 
SBS and Stereo 97.4 on 
Melbourne radio, I'd swear 
soccer didn’t exist in this 
country. We really are a 
starved lot! 

Since the media expect 
perfection from soccer, the 
only way to alleviate this 
problem is to make soccer so 
popular it cannot be ignored. 
With the World Cup qualifier, 
the media jumped on the 
bandwagon because they had 
no choice. If the NSL 
becomes a world renowned 
league, the media will follow, 
albeit reluctantly, 

Soccer's public perception 
is gradually changing, with 
the Socceroos now accepted 
by the media, but the average 
person on the street would 
probably laugh at the NSL, 
because they believe the 
media, 

This perception can and 
will be changed. After all, 
they cannot ‘protect’ 
Australians from this ‘foreign 
invasion’ forever, especially 
when the Socceroos qualify 
for the World Cup. It WILL 


happen one day! 
G. Owen, 
Geelong, Vic. 

Editor's Note: 


I knew someone would 
‘have a pop’ at my comments, 
but was I really that far from, 
the truth? Many sports are 
scared of the global nature of 
soccer, quite rightly too, 

Sadly, the narrow-minded 
approach of some leaves a 
great deal to be desired, 
Soccer cannot fail to become 
the largest single sport in 
Australia at some point in 
time, but they also tell me that 
one day a man shall land on 
Mars, Surprisingly enough, 
I'm not holding my breath 
waiting for that to happen 
either. 

Having said that, so long as 
your point of view is shared 
by the thousands out there, we 
cannot go anywhere but for- 
ward. As for the media 
‘expecting perfection from 
soccer’, what's that old saying 
about people who live in 
glass houses...” 
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Southern Division 


t was third time lucky for the Victorian Institute of Sport 

when it won its first grand final in the Southern Division of the 
National Youth League, beating Carlton by two goals to nil in 
brilliant sunshine at Bob Jane Stadium on Sunday, 

The VIS has reached the grand final three times in the last five 
years, but this is its first victory and it was done the hard way, The 
VIS only scraped into the last spot in the play-offs with a flaky one- 
all draw against Bullen in the last home-and-away round, then beat 
Gippstand Falcons away, and Melbourne Knights with a golden goal 
in extra-time in the Preliminary Final, 

‘Against Carlton, which had much of the play, particularly in the 
second-half, the VIS showed lots of determination and capable 
defence, with Martin John pulling off a series of stunning saves to 
deny the league new boys. 

‘Adrian Cagalj in goal for Carlton was in top form, picking off a 
sweetly struck free-kick by Adrian Cuzzupe, Cagalj then came off 
his Jine to block an effort by Joey di Iorio, but the ball rebounded to 
Joshua Kennedy, and the lad from Yackandandah fired it back 
through the sprawling bodies into the net after 26 minutes. Pece 
Siveski showed great skill and pace to get to the byine for Carlton 
and his cross just eluded the onrushing Josifovski and Jovanco 
Novaceyski. 

Ivan Perkoy put a cross shot on to the top of the VIS net as the 
first period ended. 

Carlton brought on Ace Stojeevski to replace Novacevski and the 
little man was immediately in the action, forcing Martin John to fin- 
gertip one shot round the post, then repeat the effort shortly after- 
wards, Joey di forio raised hopes with a brilliant run, but was smoth- 
ered at the last by Serdar Pir and Ivica Klarica. Thereafter Carlton 
piled on the pressure, but it was always vulnerable to the fast break, 
‘and when Billy Petrovski (in his red boots no less!) outstripped the 
Carlton defence Cagalj could not hold his fierce shot and di lorio 
popped the loose ball into the goal to give the VIS its trophy, 

Next week the VIS will meet Adelaide City at Olympic Park at 
4.30 pm in the Inter-Division Play-off. Commiserations go to Jeff 
Olver and the Carlton team which showed model professionalism 
and sportsmanship in coming second in the league and the play-offs, 
The talent in this squad is frightening and given that senior coach 
Eddie Krncevic has already promoted Colosimo, Bresciano and 
Josifovski you might expect to see several of these youngsters in the 
Ericsson Cup next season, 


Northern Division 


‘ollongong Wolves is on track to emulate the VIS in the 

Northern Division after knocking off UTS Olympic by 
two-goals to one in the Preliminary Final, which was postponed 
until Sunday and finally played at Marconi Fairfield. Wolves 
just pipped the Queensland Academy for the fourth spot in the 
play-offs and has now downed Sydney United and Olympic to set 
up a grand final meeting with the Australian Institute of Sport. 

As expected the match between Wolves and Olympic was tight. 
Finally the breakthrough came when the Wolves got a penalty after 
49 minutes and Chad Bishop put it away expertly. Jim Bakis scored 
his tenth goal of the season on 73 minutes to tie the scores again and 
‘most were beginning to focus on extra-time when Bishop popped up 
‘again to grab the winner with seven minutes remaining. 

Olympic had a player sent-off in the last minute, which did not 
help its attempt to equalise. Nick Carle hit the post and Olympic 
peppered the Wolves goal only to find the keeper in unbeatable 
form. 

Next week will see the Northern Division Grand Final between 
the AIS and Wollongong, with the Northern champion then going on 
to play the VIS or Adelaide City in the curtain raiser to the Ericsson 
Cup Grand Final on 16 May at Olympic Park, 


Southern Division 
SUNDAY 3 MAY 
GRAND FINAL 


VIS 2 
(Joshua Kennedy, 


Carlton 0 


Joey di lorio) 


Northern Division 
Preliminary Final 


UTS Olympic 1 
(Jim Bakis) 


Wollongong City 
(Chad Bishop 2) 


By Roy Hay SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
peciece sags ROUND 8 
Southern Division meee 
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Gippsland Falcons 20 14 2 4 55 27 44 5 
ydney Oly vEastem Subs 3-0 50 20 of 
ves 2 aa : & 2 es cet Manly Warr v Newcastle Br 0-0 04 08 10 
Bulleen Inter 20 10 3 7 35 28 33 Leichhardt T v W'gong City 2-2 14 52 Ege 
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South Melbourne 20 5 3 12 39 38 18 
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Sydney United 22 n 6 5 60 40 39 Mt Pritchard 4220136 7 8 
Wollongong City 22 Ww 5 6 47 4 38 Mt Druitt Town Ada? Sor 0 16F Oreo |B. 
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Marconi F'field Colts 22 8 4 10 38 50 28 GRADE 15 
ACTAS code es) 7 1025 56 aantoo) Re ORME he A Pil 
NSWIS 22 5 5 12 35 52 20 Stanmore Hawks: 4-4 20-0) 10.1 9" 12 
Sydney United Colts 22 4 3 15 26 67 15 Hills United A810 el 1810) 
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. GRADE 16 
Leading Goalscorers PWD L FA DFP 
Southern Division Mi Prepare Eg a ee 
Adis Kablar Melbourne Knights 16 Hills United SEF a0 Sek aad 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 15 | Stanmore Hawks 4 202 298 a8 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 14 
Luke Cheney Gippsland Falcons 13 DIVISION ONE ROUND 8 
Zoran Petrevski VIS 12 MAY 2 
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Northern Division AC Utdv R'dale City Suns 2-0. 3-0 6-0 5-4 
Mile SterjovskiAlS/Sydney United 25 Blacktown Ass v Illawarra L 0-1 00 3-0 wio 
Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield Colts 24 Central Coastv StGeorge WO WO WO wio 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 14 Bankstown Ass v Penrith P_ 1-0 1-0 70 23 
Chris Tanchevski Newcastle Breakers/AIS 1 Bonnyrigg WE v Ryde City 1-1 0-2 4-4 wo 
Azur Mujanovic Sydney United 1 Nepean Ass v Souther Br 0-5 0-2 12 17 
Michael Ferrante AlS 10 C’bury Ass v CSI Schofields 0-7 3-4 22 3-0 
Robert Angievski Sydney United 10 
Jim Bakis UTS Olympic 10 wlo = washed out 
Nick Carle UTS Olympic 9 


Please note goalscorers as given in revised tables this week are as supplied by Soccer Australia from official refer 
28s! fam sheets, not as given to me directly by club liaison officers. 


FORTHCOMING 


PLAN ORRS 


Sunday 10 May 


Inter-Divisional 
Play off 
Victorian Institute of Sport 
v Adelaide City 
(4.30 pm, Olympic Park) 


Northern Division 


Northern 
Division Grand 
Final 
AIS v Wollongong City 


(Date and venue to be 
determined) 


National 
Play-off 


Northern Division 
Champion v Inter Divisional 
play-off winner 
(Probably at Olympic Park 
on 16 May). 
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HEAD COACH 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


ERICSSON CUP NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE CLUB 
SEEKS EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FROM EXPERIENCED 
QUALIFIED COACHES FOR THE POSITION OF HEAD 


COACH. 


AS WELL AS SENIOR AND YOUTH TEAMS, THE CLUB 
ALSO HAS FOUR (4) TEAMS IN THE NSW SUPER 
YOUTH LEAGUE. 


INTERESTED PARTIES SHOULD APPLY IN WRITING 


ONLY TO: 


THE EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS FOOTBALL PTY LTD 


104 SANDGATE ROAD 


BIRMINGHAM GARDENS NSW 2287 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


CARLTON 


a o| 


(South Melbourne win 
major semi 3-1 on 
aggregate) 


By Dwysht Tuffool 


outh Melbourne won 

through to the Grand 
Final, 3-1 on aggregate, after 
a 1-0 win over Carlton at 
Lakeside Stadium on 
Sunday. 

Carlton, losers of both legs, 
now face Marconi Fairfield in 
the Preliminary Final at 
Olympic Park this Sunday 

The Blues will be without 
both Con Anthopoulos and 
skipper Sean Douglas for this 
‘week's encounter, 

Anthopoulos was sent-off 
three minutes into injury-time 
whilst Douglas, protesting 
Anthopoulos’ dismissal, 
picked up another yellow card. 

Despite this, coach Eddie 
Krncevie is confident that he 
cover the loss of the two key 
figures in defence, 

“I don’t really see a big 
problem, we've got a pretty 
big squad,” he said. 

Carlton alsovhave another 
seven players sitting on yellow 
cards, another headache 
Krncevic reckons they can 
overcome. 

A record crowd of 14,850 
piled into Lakeside Stadium to 


see South make their first 
Grand Final in seven years. 

‘They had to wait until the 
13th minute for the only goal 
of the game. 

Bill Damianos’ cross was 
punched, but not cleared 
properly, by Dean 
Anastasiadis and Goran 
Lozanovski was quickly on 
the scene to belt the ball high 
into the net first time. 

South coach. Ange 
Postecoglou said after the 
game : “It was in our planning 
to get an early goal and then 
sit back and absorb some 
pressure and maybe get a 
couple of goals later in the 


game. 

“We didn’t get those goals, 
although we did have the 
chances, but everything else 
worked perfectly, the whole 
team worked their backsides 
off” 

South Melbourne then sat 
back and were in total control 
until the last ten minutes of the 


AS 


first-half when Carlton came 
back more into the game. 

They nearly equalised in 
stoppage time, when Robert 
Trajkovski — brought back 
into the side after a short 
absence — delivered a cross 
to Kresimir Marusic. 

His header was tipped onto 
the bar by Michael Petkovic, 
cleared out and crossed back 
in again where Petkovic had to 
save again, this time from 
Trajkovski, 

Calrton, like last week's 
game, looked much better in 
the second-half, but just 
couldn't get in behind the 
South defence and resorted to 
shooting from anywhere 
within 25 metres. 

Carlton began to leave 
themselves open at the back 
but South couldn't find that 
second goal. 

Con Boutsianis nearly 
managed it, but was brought 
down just outside the area by 
Anthopoulos. 

Anthopoulos, who had 
already been booked in the 
33rd minute, was sent-off by 
referee Eddie Lennie. 

Postecoglou was happy that 
his side will have no-one 
missing the Grand Final 
through suspension, only 
Michael Petkovic and Goran 
Lozanovski were booked last 


week, and no player found 
their way into Lennie’s book 
on Sunday. 

Lozanovski though, was 
taken off ten minutes into the 
second-half as a precaution, 

Paul Trimboli was playing 
at 80% fitness according to 
Postecoglou and all other 
injury worries should be 
cleared up for the Grand Final. 

“In two weeks time, we'll 
have fit players raring to go,” 
Postecoglou said confidently. 

The young coach also 
singled out midfielder Steve 
Panopoulos for his job in 
cutting the dangerous Marusic 
out of the game. 

Marusic wasn't on his own 
though, Krncevic said that 
Lubo Lapsansky, Vince Grella 
and Andy Vlahos all had quiet 
games. 

“You have to remember 
that we've got a young side, 
most of the boys haven't 
played in the finals before,” 
Kmcevic explained. 

“It's a good experience for 
them and they've seen what 
it’s about.” 

“Tt won't be an easy game 
for us next week, Marconi are 
a good side, but I’m pretty 
confident that we'll get a 
result playing at Olympic 
Park.” 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD...... 


suman WOLLONGONG CITY 


By John Economos 


rancis Awaritefe, 

Marconi’s rangy goal- 
ace, for the third consecuti 
week in the current 
offs, scored to d 
Marconi to a 2-1 victory 
over a gallant and most 
enterprising Wollongong 
City last Saturday night in 
the minor semi at 
Parramatta Stadium. 

Despite having to play on a 
wet ‘wicket’ the enthusiasm 
and high standard of Soccer 
from both sides was not 
dampened. 

Having been almost totally 
outplayed by a non-stop 
attacking Wollongong City in 
the first session, Marconi 
exploded into the winner's 
circle when in the space of 
five minutes in the second- 
half, brilliantly rattling in two 
spectacular goals from two 
very well-rehearsed moves. 
Both goals, scored by 
Awaritefe and skipper Brad 
Maloney, came from two 
well-measured cut-backs off 
the by-line and to the left of 
the target. 

The first, in the 62nd 
minute, came when right back 
Luke Casserly whipped a long 
crossover the top of 


Wollongong’s defence to find 
the in-form wingback Brendan 
Renaud, who steamed to the 
line inside the box before 
cutting back a lovely low ball 
for the ever-so-grateful 
Awaritefe to belt home first 
time. 
Five minutes later and this 
time it was the ball-playing 
midfielder Vlado Zoric who 
screamed in the line on the left 
to cut back from almost the 
very exact same spot to his 
captain Brad Maloney 
steaming in from thé back 
stick to slam his side-footed 
effort home. 
It seemed it was all over 
and that Wollongong was 
dead. 
Not so if the ever-defiant 
City attacking left back Alvin 
Ceccoli was going to have his 
way. 
Raiding up the left just five 
minutes after Maloney’s goal, 
Ceccoli scored easily the best 

“goal of the match with a 
vicious left-footed rising 
rocket from a sharp angle that 
flashed inches inside the first 
post. 

Wollongong City had 
bombarded Marconi for most 
of the first session with highly 
mobile and repeated raids. 

The 13th minute proved 
unlucky for the plucky 


Wolyes as central midfielder 
Anthony Surjan’s header from 
a Matt Horsley cross fell ever 
so gently inches behind the 
horizontal. 

Marconi hit back in the 
28th minute when a free-kick 
for a foul on pacey striker 
Sean Babic was slammed in 

by Luke Casserly, but it 
shayed the base of City’s left 


On the half hour mark the 
Fairfielders hit back through a 
short corner involving 
Casserly and Renaud, who 
slung over his cross well into 
the Wollongong box where 
Mike Smith powered in a 
fabulous on-target header 
only to be denied joy by a 
magnificent fully stretched 
save by keeper Brett Hughes. 

Two minutes from the 
break the south coast outfit 
had Marconi well under threat 


as explosive striker Tony 
Perinich fed left midfielder 
Scott Chipperfield, who 
unleashed a violent left-footed 
drive that forced the Stallions’ 
custodian to make a 
marvellous save. 

With a minute left before 
‘drinks’  Wollongong’s 
‘screener’ Sasho Dimoski 
pushed up into attack to let fly 
with a scorcher that whistled 
just wide of Marconi’s right 


Post: : 

Seconds left from half-time 
the Stallions strongly stung 
back as a Zoric cross from the 
left found Awaritefe climbing 
high over Wollongong’s 
markers to head downwards 
towards the target. But the 
fierce bounce sent the ball 
just wide. 

Three minutes after the 
break Wollongong was still 
full of fire and looked certain 
to open the score and would 
have had it not been for a 
double heroic save by Ante 
Covic. 

First Chipperfield blasted 
on target which Covic could 
only parry. But racing in was 
Surjan who slammed the 
rebound again on target only 
to again find Covic make his 
second consecutive block. 

In the 57th minute the till 
now very quiet Kostas 
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Salapasidis burst into the clear 
well inside Marconi’s box. 
With the danger looming 
Covic flew off his line to 
block the youngster’s drive. 
Right on the hour mark 
Perinich exploded a rocket 
from 22-metres out that 
flashed inches wide of the top 
left angle of the target. 

Oustanding for the winners 
was the impeccable defender 
and South Korean Pan Keun- 
kim, plus Renaud, Smith, 
McDonald and of course 
Awaritefe and Covic. For the 
unyielding Wollongong City 
their best were Surjan, 
Ceccoli, central marker 
Sinozic, Chipperfield and 
Hughes. 

Zoran Matic evaluated: 
“They pressurised us very 
well in the first session as they 
dispossessed us and confused 
us. In the first-half we should 
have gone in at the break with 
goal up. In this half we just 
tried to survive. The first 30 
minutes we didn’t know 
where to go but we made 
some adjustments at half- 
time.” 

Wolves coach 
Theodorakopoulos said: 
“Obviously it’s a pity that 
playing entertaining Soccer 
does not count for anything. It 
seems it was not a big enough 
effort. I thought that Marconi 
was down and out but they 
scored two goals and that is all 


Livewire Marconi striker 


that mattered in the end. I 
thought we outplayed Marconi 
in the first 30 minutes. The 
better side tonight lost,” added 
a bitterly disappointed Wolves 


Marconi’s captain Brad 
Maloney sportingly ack- 
nowledged: “Wollongong City 
to their credit were far more 
creative in the first-half, but 
then we went ahead with the 


SOUTH: Petkovicy’ | 
Tosifidis, De Amicis, 
Blatsis, Clarkson, 
Panopoulos, boli 
(Curcija 90), Damianos, 
Lozanoyski {Covey 56), 
Baser, Ju 

(Boutsianis 74). 


CARLTON: 


(Breseiano 53), 
Markovski, D.Cervinski | 


(terpopouts 


Mg Lozanoyskt, 13 


POY 

3 Panopoulos (SM) 
2.Clarkson (SM), 
halon (c) hat i) 


qudtayr 
aii 


pit, 


MARCONI; Coyie: | 
Casserly, M.Smith, Kim, 
Longo, Renaud; 
McDonald (Care 79), 
Maloney, Zoric: S. Babic , 
ee 87), Awaritefe, 


WOLVES: Hughes: 
Sinozic, Stanton, Souris, 


2.40 Carlton 


Marconi Fairfield 2 


MINOR SEMI-FINAL 


MAJOR SEMI-FINAL SECOND-LEG 
South Melbourne 1 


Wollongong City 1 


Carlton 0 


3.50 


TO WIN GRAND FINAL 
South Melbourne 1.65 


Cariton 4.00 


Marconi Fairfield 4.50 


Marconi Fairfield 


2.40 


@ 132 946 


Sparileide 
Bet on Soccer just by 
nicking up the phone. 


that's 132 WIN! 


NNSW NEWS 
By Dane Skatte 


Ihe Newcastle Breakers 
have refused a takeover 
offer from a mystery Sydney 
business consortium last week, 
after the group has failed to 
come to terms with the bat- 
tling Newcastle Soccer Club. 
Breakers chairman Bill 
Collins told the ABSW that the 
final offer from the consortium 
was not acceptable. 


“The club will remain 
open to future offers but 
the association with the 
group is virtually fin- 
ished,” Collins said. 

ABSW understands 
that the consortium bid 
included a six-figure 
sponsorship to replace the failed 
Argentine footwear company 
Topper. 

The Breakers will lose 
between $300,000 to $400,000 
from Toppers’ withdrawal as the 
major sponsor of the club, 
Collins said the club recently 

borrowed $450,000 
for its own refinanc- 
ing planning of the 
club’s future, 

He also said the 
club would be 
advertising for a 


oe = new general manag- 


er in the next couple 
of days.to replace 


Pat Clarke. 
kk 
M administra- 
‘or has been 
appointed to look 
after the debts of 
the Adamstown 
Rosebuds Sport 
and Recreation Club. The 
club, which owns the one of 
the oldest soccer clubs in histo- 
ry, Adamstown Rosebuds 
Soccer Club, and Adamstown 
Bowling Club, has appointed 
Sydney based chartered 
accountants Ron 
Dean-Willcocks to 
look after its affairs. 
Ron Dean- 
Willcocks told 
ABSW that the sale 
of the club would 
help clear the club’s 
debts and improve 
facilities of the bowl- 
ing club. 


In a written statement to club 
members, Dean Willcocks said 
the Adamstown Rosebuds Sport 
and Recreation Club board took 
the decision to appoint an 
administrator because of the 
financial position of the club 
brought about by ongoing losses. 

A spokesman for the 
Adamstown Soccer Club said 
the decision to appoint an 
administrator would not affect 
the running of the soccer club 
because it had its own separate 
funds. : 


PRELIMINARY 
FINAL 


CARLTON V 
MARCONI 


ihe old versus the new; 

one of the league’s foun- 
dation clubs against the 
newest addition to the 
Ericsson Cup in a potential- 
ly fascinating Olympic Park 
battle that will decide who 
plays South Melbourne in 
the Grand Final. 

After last week's matches a 
few things have emerged. 
Firstly Marconi have in 
Francis Awaritefe the 
league's most in-form striker 
(and at the most vital part of 
the year). Three goals in as 
many matches gives the for- 
mer Melbourne-based altack- 
er real confidence and Carlton 
will be without central 
defender Con Anthopoulos 
(red-carded last week). 

At the back the Fairfielders 
have the finest sweeper in the 
league in Kim Pan-Keun. 
Kim, the former World Cup 
player for South Korea, 
together with Mark Babic (if 
he takes over from the reli- 
able Mike Smith) and 
Australian international 
Dominic Longo have an awe- 
some record; this miserly tri- 
umvirate have conceded very 
few goals since they came 
together at the start of the 
year. In fact it is no coinci- 
dence that Marconi’s revival 
started when Kim arrived. 

In midfield the dynamic 
aloney will be more 
h for the strug- 
gling Kresimir Marusic, ho 
ever Vince ‘The Prince’ 
Grella will be out to make up 
fo i 


oe 
Commenc 


ng 
Auburn Basketball 


Stadium 
Church St, Lidcombe 
Cash & (raphy leagues 
Male & Female 
Competitions 


ENTRIES CLOSE 5 JUNE 98 
Info Line & Registrations 


Biers | 9654 2311 


With no suspensions for 
the Sydnesiders, they should 
go in with basically the same 
side as last week when they 
soaked up the Wolves and hit 
them on the break to devastat- 
ing effect. 

Carlton for their part will 
need Eddie Krncevie’s midas 
touch to imbue them with 
much-needed confidence dur- 
ing the week, given their two 
losses in a row. His European 
experience in this type of situ- 
ation will be vital, 

I see this preliminary final 
as being similar to the minor 
semi-final at Parramatta 
Stadium, with the organised 
and classy defence of 
Marconi being the the rock on 
which the Fairfielders can 
build from, Again, if Carlton, 
like the Wolves do not take 
the chances they should create 
through the agency of the 
Markovski/Viahos strike- 
force, and the raiding Robbie 
Trajkovski, then Zoran 
Matic's experienced profes- 
sionals have the ability to 
hold out and let Francis, ably 
assisted by the speedy Sean 
Babic, do the rest up front. 

The coaches have experi- 
ence and knowledge but it is 
Zoran Matic who has been in 
this situation before with the 
former finals powerhouse 
Adelaide City. 

If it is even at half-time 1 
expect the Sydney side to 
grind out a win in a low-scor- 
ing game, but, if the afore- 
mentioned Blues forward line 
hit the rich vein of form they 
exhibited a month ago it 
should be an all-Melbourne 
final the following week. 

As Australian Soccer fans 
we don’t need to be reminded, 
you have to take your ch 
when it counts; if you 
punishment is usually just 
around the corner ... just isk 
Wollongong Wolves. 

Whatever happens Carlton, 
and coach Krneevic, can be 
proud of their first year. 
Marconi will be a very stern 


eens 
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BRAZILIAN SAMBA GOALFEST 


razil reinforced its placing in the world game with an effortless through 4-3 on the penalty shootout. 
display to breeze into the World Cup as stand-out winners of 
the South American World Cup qualifiers in March. 
The passionate Brazilians brushed aside all challengers, easily 
winning Group A with several double figure scorelines, including 


The final saw clear favourites Brazil quickly end any hopes Argentina 
may have held, putting away three goals in the opening 21 minutes 
through Roseli, Formiga, and a Roseli penalty. Gerez pulled one 
back for Argentina thirteen minutes after the break, but Brazil 
forged further ahead immediately with three more goals in 
as many minutes — Prethina and Cedinha claiming a goal 
each, and Roseli completing a hat-trick, Sissi scored 
Brazil’s seventh midway through the second-half. 
Argentina, as the second-placed South American nation, 
still holds a chance to qualify for the 1999 World Cup. They 
will play-off against the runners-up of the North and Central 
American Qualifiers which are yet to be contested. The USA 
automatically qualifies as hosts of the World Cup, 


a 15-0 drubbing over Peru (the Peruvians ended up winning 
their other three round matches to finish second in the group). 
Such is the gap between the South American nations, that 
Brazil continued its whitewash in the final, defeating Argentina 
7-1! 
Brazil accounted for Ecuador with an 11-1 thrashing in the 
semi-final, with Argentina’s progress to the final not so simple. 
New threat Peru almost ended Argentina's World Cup campaign 
in forcing a 1-1 draw in the semis, with Argentina just scraping 


GROUP A 


Peru 

Peru 
Brazil 
Peru 
Colombia 
Chile 
Brazil 
Brazil 
Colombia 
Argentina 


SOCCER BARBIE GIRL 


oO" to watch out for! The US organising committee has announced toy 
‘company Mattel is the latest to sign up as a 1999 World Cup major 
licensee. The feature of the deal is the release of a special Women’s World 
‘Cup Barbie doll later this year. 


KIWIS ON THE ‘TOUR 
FROM HELL’ 


ew Zealand, Australia’s biggest threat to a place in the World Cup, 

take to the road in their preparations for the October qualifying 
tournament with a crazy schedule of four matches over two continents — 
the games all in the space of eight days. 

First stop is Germany, where they will play two matches on 26 and 28 May 
against the team running hot in the European qualifiers. Then across the 
Atlantic to the USA where they take on Olympic gold medallists in two 
friendlies on 30 May and 2 June. 

The Kiwis will want to put on a good showing at New York's Giant Stadium 
where a crowd of 75,000 is expected for the double-header which also features 
the men’s US team up against Scotland. 


DIARY DATES 


This year’s National Championship schedule: 
Australian Junior Championship 
5-11 July 1998 
Southport, Gold Coast, QLD 


Australian Youth Championship 
6-12 September 1998 
Adelaide, SA 


Australian Senior Championship 
20-26 September 1998 
Devonport, TAS 


GROUP B 


Colombia Argentina 
Venezuela Uruguay 
Venezuela Ecuador 
Chile Paraguay 
Chile Ecuador 
Venezuela Argentina 
Colombia Uruguay 
Peru Argentina 
Venezuela Paraguay 
Paraguay 


BOOK IN FOR QUIZ 
NIGHT 


ookings are essential for this Friday night’s Football Quiz Charity 
Night organised by SBS TV’s Liz Deep-Jones and Paul Williams in 
Sydney. 

Join in the fun commencing 8.00pm this Friday night 8 May at the Apia Club, 
92-94 Parramatta Road, Camperdown. Four people makes a team, and the cost 
is $10 dollars per head. Please make your advance booking by phoning (02) 
9412.1575. 

Approximately 250 guests are expected to take part in the fun charity night, 
including several sports celebrities. Included in the evening’s agenda will be an 
auction and a raffle with assistance from the Inside Sport models, Entertainment 
will include the Latin American band Pan 2000, and the prizes up for grab 
include two tickets to the World Cup, football memorabilia, Ansett mystery 
flights, and lunch at the Randwick races. 

All funds raised will be directly donated to a program called ‘Youth off the 
Streets’, a project founded and directed by Father Chris Riley, who has 
dedicated his life to helping street kids. 

YOTS has a variety of programs providing youngsters with an outlet in 
working towards a better life. All donations are tax deductible. 


OFF TO CANBERRA 


O: many an occasion over recent times I have written of the National 
Squad members’ move to Canberra this year to take up their AIS 
scholarship. 

Now I find it’s me that will be packing up my home in Sydney to head to the 
nation’s capital, so I guess I'll be getting a taste of what that will be like for the 
players. 

Following the move of Sarah Groube to her coveted role at SOCOG, the 
AWSA has appointed me to the position of Communications Manager/AIS 
Administrator. There, my responsibilities will include communications and 
media, national events administration, and AIS program administration. 

In addition to my recent media work for AWSA, I have a background of 
various positions in sport ranging from club, state and national level, in both 
male and female soccer. 

After six years, I'll be leaving the administration of Women’s Hockey 
Australia to take up the role at AWSA in what can only be described as exciting 
times for Soccer. 


*#All at ABSW wish Janene the very best for her move to Canberra. It 
definitely is hockey’s loss and Soccer’s gain. Good luck. 
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Ecuador 
Bolivia 
Paraguay 
Bolivia 
Bolivia 
Uruguay 
Ecuador 
Bolivia 
Uniguay 


USA DOMINATE 
ARGENTINA 


lympic champions USA thrilled their home 
supporters in their two encounters over World 
Cup hopefuls Argentina a week ago, dominating play 
and producing some magnificent 
Deadly striker Tiffeny Milbrett led the attack with 
her first international hat-trick in helping the USA 
win to the tune of 8-1 in the opening clash in 
California before a sellout crowd of 10,099, 


However, it was the visitors who had taken the lead 
as early as the fourth minute — Maria Vellanueva 
smashing home from 12 metres. But USA replied 
straight away with two Milbrett strikes and the game 
came under their control, 

The second match was just as one-sided, the home 
side victorious by 7-0 in front of 14,608 cheering fans 
in San Jose, Veteran midfielder Kristine Lilly opened 
the account as early as the third minute, and from 
there, the champs scored at will at regular intervals 
throughout the match with little resistance from their 
‘opponent. 

The US performance will help the No. 1 team 
regain their confidence, after having revealed some 
weaknesses with some lacklustre results earlier in the 

ear. 

The World Cup hosts continue their jam-packed 
international schedule with two matches against 
Iceland this week, the Europeans still alive in their 
hunt for a place in the 1999 event, Five days later the 
US side takes off for Japan where they play another 
two trial matches, 


@) ABSW 


NSW STATE LEAGUES ff 
BERRY INSPIRES lee 


over arch-rivals Bankstown substitute Tony Faria scoring Robert Jerkovic soon afier and RYDE CITY GUNNERS 


ss at fhe Gabe Sai an easy goal after terrific play the Ryde keeper was a thorn SUTHERLAND SHIRE 
jayed in wet and heavy by Angelucci. in the side of the Berries, 
conditions, the Demons’ Blacktown: Greco, Foxe, _ saving everything that came in ST GEORGE SAINTS 
victory was their third winon Langan, Holst, Blake, Van _ his direction. 
the eee them tothe Egmond, Smith, Bradley Boudaher wasted a good in the 46th minute for a 
top of the table. Faria), Angelucci, Boudaher, chance in the 32nd minute, second yellow card offence. 

But again it was a nervous ea : following a Berries defensive The Coasties should have SUPER LEAGUE 
start by the Demons, who Bankstown: —Aceski, lapse, while McKie almost equalised, Preston setting up 
were down a goal after just 10 Hawrysiuk, Badrov,  T scored just before the break. Derek Caisley who missed ROUND 9 
minutes. Mile Todoroski, who Joseyski, Celik, Luksic, The second-half turned — what should have been a goal. 
STC pag ie a 4 Eagleton, Todoroski, Issa _ mainly into a defensive slog, teem took 8 new twist 
chance for Robert Issa, (Trposki), Stajcic, Bentyelzen with chances rare but tough _with just over 10 minutes to 
pounced on a powerful header (Vatevsk. : tackling common, : play, when Reid was brought = FIRST GRADE ‘ 
by Can Celik from a corner, ‘Adam Peatey, Ryde’s down in the box by Brett Blacktown City 3 (S. Berry 35m, Own Goal 61m, . Faria 89m) bt Bankstown City 1 (M. 
controlled and then slid his young midfielder, was Margin, resulting in a penalty | Todoroski 10m), Macarthur Rams 2 (PD. Reid 42m J, Connolly 79m) bt Central Coast 1 (Own 
shot past Demons keeper unlucky not to extend his to the home side. Amid the Goal 93m), Parramatta Eagles v Ryde City Gunners p/p, St George Saints v Sutherland Shire p/p, 
Fernando Geecs side's lead ten minutes after Coasties protestations, Nathan _ Leichhardt Tigers v Canterbury Berries p/p, Eastern Suburbs v Bonnyrigg White Eagles p/p. 

Bankstown could have the break, shooting against the Byrn received his marching 


PW Dae 
BLACKTOWN CITY 8 6 0 2 
EASTERN SUBURBS af = 1 1 
CANTERBURY BERRIES 8 > 1 2. 
BONNYRIGG WE 8 4 z 2 
egw’ if Poe. We ot; BANKSTOWN CITY Le ea ieee es) 

lefence, wil set lenic most immediately the 
By David Cooper 4-54; and then the post, ball vent staight up the other. | PARRAMATTA EAGLES etn One 
ares while Damien Smith was end, John McKie crossing to LEICHHARDT TIGERS if 3 2) 2 

n insphi erformance i i. ies” 
by Diweerakcléer Rae aa BuokoWe, Geeroee Tain eae || MACARTHUR RAMS 1 ott 8 
Steve Berry led Blacktown — were not to be denied a goal; from five metres. CENTRAL COAST 8 2 ih 5 
City to a convincing 3-1 win in the final ten minutes, Avellino saved from 8 2 ‘ 5 
8 1 2 =} 
ETN) 6 


gone ahead two minutes later base of the post after Tolios orders and to add insult, Jason UNDER 21 
when Paul Bentvelzen only half cleared. Connolly scored on debut Blacktown City 3 bt Bankstown City 1, Macarthur Rams 5 bt Central Coast 0, Parramatta 
sprinted clear from halfway The Berries became witha well-taken kick. Eagles v Ryde City Gunners p/p, St George Saints v Sutherland Shire p/p, Leichhardt Tigers v 
but Greco made a great save frustrated at Ryde’s strong Central Coast were able to Canterbury Berries p/p, Eastern Suburbs v Bonnyrigg White Eagles p/p. 
al the nippy striker’s feet, defence resulting in several snatch a late consolation goal, 

The Demons first atackon = WIN OTHER spiteful incidems. Macarthur's Richard Lloyd UNDER 18 
goal came in the 21st minute, GAMES Con Anagnostopoulos had — miskicking a cross and putting Blacktown City 1 bt Bankstown City 0, Macarthur Rams 2 bt Central Coast 1, Parramatta 
and it needed a brilliant save jane the home side’s best chances it past his keeper John | Baples y Ryde City Gunners p/p, St George Saints v Sutherland Shire p/p, Leichhardt Tigers v 
by David Aceski to keep out 4 __ in the second-half, heading Crawley. Canterbury Berries p/p, Eastern Suburbs v Bonnyrigg White Eagles p/p. 
Pat Bradley’s fierce shot from Ryde City scored their safely into Avellino’s arms, i 
the edge of the area, second successive win to put who also saved a good low 

Celik and Jon Angelucci them well clear of the bottom hot by the nippy striker. FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 
traded good headed chances _of the table. ‘The loss for Canterbury has 


before Blacktown equalised The 1-0 win over seen them remain in second 


through Berry. Aaron Holst Canterbury-Marrickville in spot on percentage behind FIRST GRADE 

and Angelucei laid on the goal their mid-week Round 5 astern Suburbs. 

for Berry, who held off the deferred match, played at PWODHLF A DifPts 

challenge of a Bankstown Henson Par, wa also thei oak 

defender before shooting past second win against a team that x 2 _ 

Aceski, was leading the competition Macarthur Rams got their SATS if = Hk # ei 3 NSW Soccer 
Holst nearly put his side table. season back on track with a by Federati 

ahead right on half-time, After last weekend’s shock 3-1 win over Central Coast | HURSTVILLECITY 10 19 10 9 19 ‘ederation 


BATHURST'75 i 
PENRITH PANTHERS 9 
MANLY WARRINGAH 9 
MOOREBANK SPTS 9 
AUBURNUNITED 11 
R'DALE CITY SUNS 11 
ILLAWARRA LIONS 12 
HILLS UNITED 10 


picking up a cross from Sarkis victory over Bonnyrigg, Ryde gt Lynwood Park. 
Boudaher and hitting a drive were determined to show that t) what was generally a 
from just six metres which it was no fluke and beat the — mpidfield slog, chances were 
was touched wide for a in-form Berries thanks to an few and far between on the 
comer. early goal by Jim Boudaher. wet and slippery surface. 
Berry was irrepressible in _The three points allowed Most of the first-half was 
the second-half, creating Ryde to join Macarthur and ogged down in midfield with 
many good chances for the Central Coast on seven points neither goalkeeper having 
Demons which eventually led and in the process show all much work to do. 


6 8 815 SUPER LEAGUE 


Wednesday May 6 
Deferred Round 5 
St George Saints v Macarthur Rams 
St George Stadium — 7.30pm 


15 18 -312 


POUR RERUN HBO 
He RNRSCoOHNYENnFSHSS 
SCARUAINENNHHOEYWND 
a 
= 


them to taking the lead, other i ce are now 8 Macarthur however went AC UNITED 10 15 15 010 
Racing down the right, he team to reckoned with for the into the break a goal up, | BELMORE HERCULES 9 9 2-117 
swung over a low hard cross remainder of the season, David Reid scoring in the |MTPRITCHARD 10 1 1229 -17 4 ROUND 10 
which cannoned into Celik’s ; The game started at ‘ 42nd minute. He made a late 
outstretched leg and frantic pace, _—_—with run into the box to hit home 
A i , il Saturday May 9 
unfortunately past his own Canterbury's leading Martin Bourke’s cross from 
keeper, goalscorer Jim Nikas denied the jeft giving Gary Meier no. | FEDERATION DIVISION TWO Central Coast v Eastern Suburbs 
Despite the conditions, by Ryde keeper Anthony chance in the Coasties goal. FIRST GRADE Pluim Park — 6.00pm 
action was fast and furious but Avellino's legs and Matthew Things were to quickly turn Bonnyrigg W.E. v Parramatta Eagles 
Blacktown’s stamina started Percy having a header cleared sour for the home side though, P WD LF A DIFPTS Serbian Centre — 6.00pm 
to wear down the Lions _ off the line. when David Kerr was sent-off : 
DULWICH HILL 8 8 0 0 30 4 2% 24 Sunday May10) 
HAJDUK WANDERERS8 6 2 0 17 5 12 20 Ryde City v St George Saints 
FEDERATION DIVISION ONE | |ckeystacs 07 51 1 2 9 3 is Wentworth Park —, 0pm 
ALEXANDERWAR 8 4 1 3 18 12.6 13 Sutherland Sharks v Leichhardt Tigers 
ROUND 12 HURSTVILLEZSC 8 3 3 2 16 13 3 12 Seymour Shaw Park — 3.00pm 
MTDRUITTTOWN 8 3 1 4 16 16 0 10 Canterbury M/ville v Blacktown City 
SYDNEYDISTRICT 8 3 0 5 10 15 5 9 Henson Park — 3.00pm 
FIRST GRADE ARNCLIFFESCOTS 9 3 0 6 11 17 6 9 Bankstown City v Macarthur Rams 
, 2 : Jensen Park — 3,00pm 
Penth Panthers Belmore Hercules p/p, Manly Warringah O drew AC United 0, Bathurst 750] |PARRAMATTACITY 7 20 1 4 10 17 <7 7 
drew Hurstville City 0, Hills United v Auburn United p/p, Mt Pritchard v Fairfield Bulls pip, J |LIVERPOOLCITY § 2 1 5 8 18 -10 7 SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE = 0055 22885 
lawarra Lions 3 (D, Guevara 52m V. Tasevski 83m D. Tosevski 88m) bt Rockdale City Suns |_| UNI OF NSW 92077 0-13 6 Max. call cost-7Sc/min — IDS 
1, Stanmore Hawks v Moorebank Sports p/p. GLADESVILLEUTID 8 1 2 5 12 21-9 5 (Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 5, 1998 11 


| UNDER 13 
| YOUTH LEAGUE 


Nathan Abel 
Michael Blain 
David Braun 
Ross Campbell 
Adam Chambers 
Lewis Gikas 
Matthew Gordon 
Dominic Hudap 
Dane Jaeger 
Mitchell Keen 
William Lekkas 
Toby Nash 
Kurt Pearson 
Domenic Romeo 
Todd Rosenfeld 
Ryan Walsh 


Coach: 
Terry Stuart 


UNDER 14 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Ben Chapman 
Conor Farrell 
Shane Hinton 
Chris Hunt 
Leigh Magri 
Tim Mitchell 
Chris Moffitt 
Albino Peros 
Scott Rootes 
Matthew Said 
David Simmons 
Chris Stefanovski 
Paul Thompson 
Rydr Tracy 
Matthew Vallis 


Coach: 
Paul Smith 
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a | 


) UNDER 15. | 


| YOUTH LEAGUE | 


Justin Ashley 

| James Crino 

| Thomas Cutler 

Simon Harradence 

| Timothy Jesus 

| Joseph Meoli 

Jayson Petrou 

| Darko Ristovski 

Steven Sampedro 

Sam Satti 

Andrew Smith 
Sash Tirovski 

Nathan Trajcevski 


Coach: 
Max Groll 


UNDER 16 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Scott Allison 
Mark Bariamis 
Mark Baric 
Chris Bello 
Caine Callaghan 
Drew Davison 
Denny Dutra 
Michael Giallourakis 
Andrew Jones 
Kris Karanasos 
Steven Karovski 
Kash Noble 
Daniel Paredes 
George Savva 
Chris Talevski 
Chris Velovski 


Coach: 
George, 
Daskalopoulos 
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SOUTH DANDENONG 1 
MOORABBIN CITY 2 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


‘oorabbin City moved 

back out of the 
relegation zone with a 2-1 win 
over in-form South 
Dandenong on Saturday, 

South Dandy had defeated 
Altona Magic last week, but 
looked badly out of sorts in this 
game. 

Moorabbin’s performance 
was impressive though, and 
they took the lead just two 
minutes into the game, 

Liam Caffrey’s corner was 
prodded towards goal by David 
Hanna and Viktor Memeti, 
standing on a post, diverted the 
ball into his own net. 

‘The home side were back on 
Jevel terms in the 13th minute. 

Carlo Villani’s cross was 
measured perfectly for Reshat 
Mezensof to rise high and head 
into the corner of the net. 

Clayton Bell came close in 
the 25th minute, striking the 
underside of the bar with a 
thunderous shot from a tight 
angle. 

Moorabbin were then denied 
by the crossbar, Cameron 
Leopold saw his lob from the 


egde of the are beat South 
Dandy keeper Chris Simpson, 
but not the woodwork. 

South Dandy were lethargic 
in the second half, rarely 
seriously troubling the 
Moorabbin defence. 

City went back in front after 
57 minutes when defender 
Billy Armour headed home a 
David Costa comer. 

Leopold came close again 
with another chip before Bruce 
McLaren saved brilliantly at 
the feet of Giuseppe Corallo. 

South: Simpson, Dza- 
ferovski (Murigi), Bell, May, 
Geri, Parrott, Memeti, Marcina, 
Villani, Mezensof (Mucaj), 
Corallo. 

City: McLaren, Caffrey 
(Pantelidis), Davie, Graham, 
Marley, Jackson, Colosimo, 
Leopold, Hanna (Scrobogna ; 
Naughtin), Costa, Armour. 

Votes: 3- Armour (MC), 2- 
Graham (MC), 1- May (SD). 


GREEN GULLY 3 
ST. ALBANS 4 


it. Albans came from a 

goal down in the first-half 
to snatch a victory over 
Green Gully Cavaliers 4-3 at 
Green Gully Reserve last 
Monday night, 


LEADING SCORERS 


13 _ Karl (St Albans Saints) 

il Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings 

10 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

9 Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 

Corallo (South Dandenong) 
Cuculeyski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Markovski (Preston Lions) 
Lazareyski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Papadopoulos (Green Gully Cavaliers) 


x3 


PASCOE VALE SPORTSCENE/ABS W 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR VOTES 


VW Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
16 Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 
15 Magnacca (Sunshine Georgies) 
14 Cuculeyski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Karl (St Albans Saints) 
12 Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 
i Emsoyski (Preston Lions) 
Field (Sunshine Georgies) 
10 Fak (Altona Magic) 
Biskic (Fawkner Blues) 
‘A.Vargas (Port Melbourne Sharks) 


Fawkner Blues 
St.Albans Saints 
Altona Magic 

Port Melbourne Sharks 
Sunshine Georgies 
Bulleen Inter Kings 
Springvale White Eagles 
Bentleigh Greens 
Preston Lions 
Thomastown Zebras 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Moorabbin City 

South Dandenong 
Heidelberg United 


BYNYONEURAHEHHHYS 


St Albans striker Harry Karl 
scored all four goals in the 
second-half to eam Man-of-the 
Match honours in a tight 
contest. 

Andrew Marth’s stint as 
coach for Green Gully is 
getting worse every week as the 
Cavaliers have not won a game 
yet under the champion player. 

Gully winger Nick 
Papadopoulos gave his team 
the lead early on after a wicked 
shot, 

Karl began his scoring spree 
15 minutes into the second-half 
after excellent build-up work 
by Mark Silic. 

Karl put the contest beyond 
Gully's reach with three quick 
goals to earn St Albans 
maximum points. 

Marth’s men were not done 
yet; Papadopoulos grabbed his 
second and striker Zlatko 
Donev also troubled the 
scoreboard but it was not 
enough as Green Gully failed 
again. 

Votes: 3 - Karl (STA) 2 - 
Silic (STA) 1 - Papadopoulos 
(GG) 


PRESTON 5 
GREEN GULLY 3 


By George Koukeris 


n a high-scoring game 

Preston Lions continued 
their impressive form by 
beating Green Gully 
Cavaliers 5-3 at Goodyear 
Staduim on Sunday 
afternoon. 


Green Gully wasted no time 
in getting on with business. An 
early break by Daniel Genovesi 
created smooth ball control for 
Nick Papadopoulos to slam the 
ball home in the eighth minute. 

Twenty minutes later 
Preston bounced back with a 
superb volley by Sash 
Markovski. 

In the 40th minute Joe 
Tricarico charged into the 
penalty box only to be fouled 
— Chris Emsovski made no 
mistake with his spotkick. 
Tricarico was in the action 
again when he rounded 
goalkeeper Chris Vella too 
shoot home from close range. 

The Cavaliers fell further 
behind in the 55th minute when 
Tricarico scored his second 
goal after a header. 

Green Gully scored their 


second goal in the 64th minute 
after a Genovesi header. 

Genovesi didn’t stop there, 
eight minutes later the striker 
scored his second goal to keep 
Gully in the hunt. 

Tn the 80th minute Preston 
defender Zoran Drogriski also 
got himself on the score sheet 
fo score Preston's fifth which 
brought the house down. 

Lions: Acevski, Drogriski, 
Lisolaski,  Ognenovski, 
A.Burlak (Smirnis), Radecki 
(Chiodo), Filipovski 
(Sterjovski), Ivanov, Emsovski, 
Tricarico, Markovski. 
it Vella, Stafrace, 
diner), Mangos, 
Didulica, Brown, Dimitrelos, 
Stojcevski. Papadopoulos, 
Donev, Genovesi. 

Votes: 3 - Tricarico (PL), 2 - 
Genovesi (GG), 1 - 
Papadopoulos (GG) 


SPRINGVALE WE 3 
ST ALBANS 1 


By Milan Ninovic 


GS rrinerite White Eagles 
bounced back into finals 
contention with a 3-1 win 
over second-placed St Albans 
Saints on Sunday. 

St Albans took the lead in 
the 14th minute through league 
leading scorer Hrvoje Karl. 

He collected a pass.from 
Kon Sianidis and fired into the 
bottom comer, 

The White Eagles were back 
on level terms in the 71st 
minute when Eric Styczen 
headed home a Peter Di Iorio 
cross, 

Five minute later St Albans 
won a penalty when Mariano 
Calomino fouled Mark Silic. 

Silic stepped up, but his 
weak penalty was saved by 
Brian. 

A quick counter-attack saw 
Di lorio sandwiched in the 
penalty area by Marijan 
‘Vunderl and a Saints defender 
and referee Ralevski gave his 
second penalty in a minute. 

Sasa Nikolic showed Silic 
how to do it, converting the 
spot kick easily. 

Springvale grabbed a third 
goal in the 82nd minute. 
‘Nebojsa Kozlica found Di Iorio 
and low, hard shot was too 
good for Vunderl. 

White Eagles: Brian, 
Nikolic, Mlinar, Calomino, 
Culibrk, Styczen, V.De La 
Plaza (Kozlica), Rikanovic, 
Craciun (Burlak), 
M.Marinkovic, Di Iorio. 

Saints; Vunderl, Magdic, 
S.Rados, Cuze, Razov, 
Vukadin, Silic, Kirishian 
(Podeljak), Pelja, Karl, 
Sianidis. 


Votes: 3- Nikolic (SWE), 2- 
Brian (SWE), 1- Karl (StA). 


FAWKNER 2 
THOMASTOWN O 


er Blues maintained 
their league leadership 
with a hard fought 2-0 victory 
over Northern Suburbs 
neighbours Thomastown 
Zebras on Friday night. 
Referee Jim Zafiriou handed 
out eight yellow cards along 
with sending-off Fawkner 
playmaker Joe Biskic five 
minutes before full-time when 
he appeared to swing a punch at 
John Angelovski. 


J 


Blues defender John 
Grimaud surpised everyone 
when he let fly with a 30 metre 
shot from an acute angle to 
score the goal of the game in 
the 71st minute. 

Fawkner put the results 
beyond Thomastown’s reach in 
the 85th minute when Frank 
Tramontana and Tamer Simsek 
combined to set up Santo 
Emmenuele to also score from 
‘a tight angle. 

Further bad news for 
Thomastown came when coach 
Viade Tortevski announced his 
resignation at the end of the 
game. 

Blues: Gonzales, Tra- 
montana, Grimaud, P.Ferrante, 
Schipano, V.Ferrante, De 
Santis, Biskic, Di Sauro 


(K.Simsek), T.Simsek, 
Emmanuele. 

Zebras: Raponi, Jolevski 
(lacovitti),  Angelovski 
(Grganovic), Boschini, 


Gasparini, Ardis, Cuculevski, 
Slifkas, D.De Propertis, 


Lazarevski, Linguroyski. 
Votes: 3- Emmanuele (FB), 

2-  Grimaud 

Cuculevski (TZ), 


(FB), 1- 


In other Sunday games, Port 
Melbourne Sharks jumped 
into four position on the table 
with a 1-0 win over Sunshine 
Georgies. 

John-Paul Knezevic scored 
the only goal of the game. 

Bentleigh Greens and 
Heidelberg United drew 3-3 at 
Kingston Heath Soccer 
Complex. 

Harry Micheil and John 
Papettas (2) got the goals for 
the Greens, 

Heidelberg had three-new 
additions to help their ailing 
cause. 

Alex Duric, who scored one 
of the goals, John Cutillo and 
Jim Tsekinis have all been 
brought in from Adelaide 
Sharks. 

Ziatko Mibjalovic and an 
own goal contributed to the 
point for the Bergers. 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 
ROUND 6 RESULTS 
Kingston City 2. Springvale City 0 
Lalor United 1 Northcote City 2 
Melton Reds 0 Ringwood City 4 
Western Suburbs 0. Werribee City 1 
Richmond 2. Westgate 2) 
Doncaster Rovers 1 Westvale 4 
Altona East 2. North Geelong Warriors 1 


Table - Westvale 18, Altona East 16, Kingston City 13, 
Werribee City 12, Westgate 12, Ringwood City 9, 
Northcote City 9, Doncaster Rovers 7, Western Suburbs 
7, Springvale City 6, Richmond 5, North Geelong 
Warriors 3, Lalor United 1, Melton Reds -3. 


ROUND 7 FIXTURES 
Sunday May 10 
North Geelong Warriors v Lalor United 
Westvale v Altona East 
Westgate v Doncaster Rovers 
Werribee City v Richmond 
Kingston City y Western Suburbs 
Springvale City v Melton Reds 
Northcote City y Ringwood City 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 
ROUND 6 RESULTS 


2 Yarraville/Glen Bira 1 
Melbourne City 1 Old Scotch Waverley 1 
Knox City 1 Maroondah Arrows 2 
Broadmeadows City 0 Mooroolbark 0 
Essendon Bruns, Royals 1 East Richmond 2 
Oakleigh 5 Cranbourne 1 
Regent Bulla 3. Altona City 
Table - Oakleigh 16, Yarraville/Glen Eira 15, Knox City 
13, Frankston Strikers 11, Old Scotch Waverley 10, 
Altona City 10, East Richmond 9, Regent Bulla 9, 
Maroondah Arrows 6, Melboume City 5, Broadmeadows 
City 5, Essendon Bruns. Royals 3, Mooroolbark 2, 
Cranbourne 1. 


Frankston Strikers 


= 


ROUND 7 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 9 

Altona City v Broadmeadows City 

Cranbourne v Regent Bulla 

East Richmond v Oakleigh 

Essendon Bruns, Royals ¥ Maroondah Arrows 
Old Scotch Waverley - Knox City 
Yarraville/Glen Eira - Melbourne City 

Mooroolbark - Frankston Strikers 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 3 

ROUND 6 RESULTS 
Geelong 5. Keilor Park 0 
Frankston Pines 1 Pascoe Vale 0 
South Werribee 1 Chelsea Bi 
Stonnington City 1 Bell Park 0 
Banyule City 1 Diamond Valley United 4 
Keysborough 1 South Springvale 1 
North Coburg United 2 Fitzroy City 0 


Table - Geelong 18, Stonnington City 16, Frankston 
Pines 14, Diamond Valley United 13, South Springvale &, 
North Coburg United 8, South Werribee 7, Fitzroy City 
7, Keilor Park 6, Keysborough 5, Bell Park 4, Chelsea 3, 
Pascoe Vale 3, Banyule City 1. 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTSCENE 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


_ HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR e 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPoRTSCENE 
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ROUND 7 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 9 


Fitzroy City v Keilor Park 
South Springyale v North Coburg United 
Diamond Valley United v Keysborough 
Bell Park v Banyule City 
Chelsea v Stonnington City 
Pascoe Vale v South Werribee 
Frankston Pines v Geelong 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 4 
ROUND 6 RESULTS 


South Caulfield 
Clifton Hill United 
Moreland City 
Corio 

Western Eagles 
Nunawading City 
Melton 


Sunbury United 4 
Williamstown 1 
Geelong Rangers. oh 
Langwarrin 1 
South Wantirna 2 
Sandringham City 5 
Seaford United 4 


ee Poise 


Table - Moreland City 18, Williamstown 18, Seaford 
United 15, Langwarrin 13, Corio 13, Sandringham City 
11, South Wantima 10, Geelong Rangers 9, Sunbury 
United 5, Western Eagles 5, Melton 4, South Caulfield 
0, Clifton Hill United 0, Nunawading City 0, 


ROUND 7 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 9 


Seaford United v Langwarrin 
Sandringham City v Melton 
South Wantima y Nunawading City 
Geelong Rangers v Westen Eagles 
Williamstown v Moreland City 
Sunbury United y Clifton Hill United 


South Caulfield v Corio 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 
ROUND 6 RESULTS 
Croxton Park 1 North Sunshine Eagles 0 
Lalor 1 Monbulk 1 
Springvale Condors 2. Brandon Park 0 
Templestowe Eagles 2 Lyndale United 4 
Riversdale 2 Mitcham United 0 
Glenroy bye 
Endeavour United bye. 


Table - Lyndale United 13, Croxton Park 11, Lalor 10, 
North Sunshine Eagles 7, Glenroy 7, Endeavour United 
5, Riversdale 5, Mitcham United 5, Monbulk 3, 
Springvale Condors 3, Brandon Park 1, Templestowe 
Eagles -1. 


ROUND 7 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 9 


Mitcham United v Endeavour United 
Lyndale United v Riversdale 
Brandon Park v Templestowe Eagles 
Monbulk v Springvale Condors 
North Sunshine Eagles y Lalor 
Glenroy - bye 
Croxton Park - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 STH/EAST 
ROUND 4 RESULTS 
Dingley City 1 Dandenong 2 
Morwell Pegasus 4 Monash University 0 
Braeside United 1 Doveton 1 
Berwick City 3 Noble Park 2 
Ashburton 3 Old Camberwell Gram. 1 


Waverley Wanderers | Newborough/Yalloum 0 
Table - Waverley Wanderers 12, Morwell Pegasus 9, 
Doveton 8, Dandenong 8, Monash University 7, 
Newborough/Yallourn 6, Noble Park 6, Braeside United 
2, Old Camberwell Gram. 2, Ashburton 0, Berwick City 
0, Dingley City -2. 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 9 


Noble Park y Newborough/Yallourn 
Waverley Wanderers y Old Camberwell Gram. 
Ashburton v Doyeton 
Monash University y Braeside United 
Dandenong v Morwell Pegasus 
Berwick City v Dingley City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 4 RESULTS 


Meadow Park 

La Trobe University 
Elwood City 

Uni. of Melbourne 
Sydenham Park 
South Yarra 


Melbourne University 
Keon Park 

Hoppers Crossing 
Brunswick City 
Ballarat 
Broadmeadows United 


Sie EAS 
c-cHon 


Itsaras 
THY DIET! & 


Table - Brunswick City 12, South Yarra 10, Uni. of 
Melbourne 9, Sydenham Park 7, Meadow Park 5, Keon 
Park 4, Ballarat 4, Hoppers Crossing 3, Broadmeadows 
United 1, Elwood City 1, La Trobe University 0. 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 9 


South Yarra v Brunswick City 
Sydenham Park v Broadmeadows United 
Ballarat y Hoppers Crossing 
La Trobe University v Elwood City 
Meadow Park v Keon Park 
Uni. of Melboume v Melbourne University 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 3 STH/EAST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Sunday May 10 


Dandenong Inter vy Caulfield United 
Endeavour Hills v Collingwood City 
Parkmore v North Caulfield 
Heatherton United v Noble Park United 
Clayton Inter v Ivanhoe United 
Flemington Falcons v Thombury United 


“Healthy Diet — “hg Tt” 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Round 13: 


Please note our correspondent in 
Melbourne did not receive some of the 
results this week. 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 3 NTH/WEST 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Sunday May 10 


Watsonia Heights v Darebin United 
North Glenroy v Hume City 
North Reservoir v Mill Park 

Northern United y Whittlesea United 
Somerton City v West Preston 
Brimbank v Keilor United 


© 


Green Gully Cavaliers 3 (Papadopoulos 2, Donev) - St Albans Saints 4 (Karl 4) 
Bulleen Inter Kings 1 (Gnjidic) - Springvale White Eagles 0 


Round 14: 


Fawkner Blues 2 (Grimaud, Emmanuele) - Thomastown Zebras 0 
South Dandenong 1 (Mezensof) - Moorabbin City 2 (Memeti og, Armour) 
Sunshine Georgies 0 - Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Knezevic) 
Bentleigh Greens 3 (Papettas 2, Micheil) - Heidelberg United 3 (Duric, Mihajlovic, own goal) 
Preston Lions 5 (Tricarico 2, Emsovski, Markovski, Drogriski) - Green Gully Cavaliers 3 (Genovesi 2, Papadopoulos) 
Springvale White Eagles 3 (Nikolic, Styczen, Di lorio) - St Albans Saints 1 (Karl) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Kound 15 


Saturday May 9 
Altona Magic v Springvale White Eagles - Paisley Park - kick off 7.00pm 


St Albans Saints v Preston Lions - Chruchill Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Heidelberg United v Fawkner Blues - Olympic Village - kick off 3.00pm. 
Thomastown Zebras v Sunshine Georgies - Partridge Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Port Melbourne Sharks v South Dandenong - Anderson Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Moorabbin City v Bulleen Inter Kings - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 3.00pm 


Monday May 11 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Bentleigh Greens - Green Gully Reserve - kick off 8.15pm 
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elconnen United 
propelled itself back 
0 first place in the 
ACT Premier League with 
a 3-2 win over Canberra 
Olympic on Sunday. But 
the team which now shapes 
as its closest challenger, 
Monaro, was in 
outstanding form for the 
second week running, 
destroying the 100 per cent 
record of the previous 
league leader, Weston 
Creek Royals, with a 4-0 
win in Queanbeyan. 

United seemed ready to 
run away with the game after 
it led 3-0 mid-way through 
the second-half, but some 
late lapses let Olympic back 
into the game. 

Tt was something which 
Belconnen’s perfectionist 
couch, Lino Fiorese dwelt on 
afterwards. “We are relying 
too much on our main 
striker, Marko Perinoyic, 
getting the ball in the air,” he 
said, “We have other players 
who are quite capable of 
finishing along the deck. 

“However, we have a lot 
of young boys in the team, 
and they will learn and get 
stronger.” 

That will be bad news for 
Belconnen’s opponents who 
will, no doubt, be getting a 


“case of deja vu after trailing 


Meee p (CG 


UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (calls charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telep! 


the northern suburbs side for 
most of last season. United 
came unstuck in the finals, 
however, beginning with a 
loss to Olympic, so the team 
will be happy to have laid 
that bogey. 

The first goal of the game 
was also the best. An 
outstanding run down the 
left flank by Geoff Howarth 
carved up the Olympic 
defence, and his cross was 
straight on to the head of 
Perinovie who powered the 
ball home. 

Howarth tortured the 
defence in the first-half; 
even 0, Olympic almost 
lasted to the interval without 
further damage, then a 
terrible mix-up in front of 
goal saw the ball first kicked 
off the line, then saved by 
Angelo Konstantino, before 
Scott Manson tapped it 
home. 

When Matt Whyte made it 
3-0 in the 68th minute, the 
game looked to be over, but 
mal ift striker Marcello 
Fernandez gave Olympic 
hope when he turned a Steve 
Vanzetti cross into the net 
with 13 minutes to go. 

Olympic needed another 
goal quickly. In fact it didn’t 
come until deep into 


Internet Home Page HTT! 


stoppage time — come-back 
veteran Baz Giampaolo’s 
shot hit the post and Njegosh 
Popovich finished off — and 
referee Gavin Martin blew 
for the goal, then for the end 
of the game. 

Losing coach Vie 
Fernandez said some of his 
players had been found out 
in what had been a pressure 
contest. “The root problem 
was that we did not have the 
confidence to play the ball 
around,” he said. 

“The most important thing 
about this game is that J have 
learnt a little more about the 
limits of this team, and of 
individual players.” 

Monaro team boss lan 
Heywood probably knows 
everything there is to know 
about his team. After all, as 
people keep on telling him, 
they have been around a long 
time. 

But the experience told 
against Weston Creek 
Royals in a game in which 
Creek coach Jimmy Bland 
freely admitted: “They knew 
a bit more than us in all the 
right areas.” 

Monaro led 2-0 after 15 
minutes, survived a Creek 
revival in the second-half 
and then finished the match 
off with two more to take 


over second spot in the table, 
a point behind Belconnen. 

In other matches Walter 
Valeri made a great start to 
his second period in charge 
of Gungahlin Juventus 
thanks in part to his son, 
Matt, who scored both goals 
in the 2-1 win over Capital 
City Suns, 

For the Suns, it was their 
first loss since winning 
promotion to the top flight. 

Queanbeyan City 
registered its first win of the 
season by beating the 
University of Canberra 4-3, 
despite letting a 2-0 lead slip 
back to 2-2. Firmly on the 
foot of the league is 
Canberra City, still bereft 
of points after a 1-0 loss to 
Canberra Deakin. 


Reserves: Cooma 2 Defence 
Academy 2, Burns Club 7 
O'Connor Knights 0, 

Tuggeranong United 1 White 
Eagles 4 

Points: White Eagles 9, 
Defence Academy 7, ANU 5, 
Cooma 5, Bums Club 5, 

Tuggeranong United 3, 
O'Connor Knights 3, Canberra 
Delence 2 


ACT 
STATE 
LEAGUE 


TWO DOWN: VALERI 


lhe ACT Premier League season 

is less than a month old, but 

already it has claimed its second 
coaching victim. 

First it was John Bull, who quit 
Canberra Deakin even before the 
league began after some disappointing 
results in pre-season friendlies, and a 
4-1 loss to Queanbeyan City in the 
Federation Cup. 

Now Gungahlin Juventus’ Vince 
Magliulo has resigned, citing family 
commitments. 

However, it is common knowledge 
many at Juventus felt not enough was 
being made of the club’s outstanding 
crop of youngsters. The pre-season 
record was mediocre, the team has 
been eliminated from the Federation 
Cup, and was without a win in its 
opening two premiership matches. 


TAKES OVER AT JOVENTUS 


Stepping straight into the firing line 
is former team boss Walter Valeri, who 
returns to Premier League coaching 
after stints in charge of the Canberra 
Rockets representative side and as 
deputy to Branko Culina and Rale 
Rasic at the Canberra Cosmos. 

Valeri said he wanted to steer clear 
of club commitments while with the 
Rockets, but after he lost that position 
to Ian Heywood earlier in the year, has 
been ready to consider his options. 

Frank Cachia, whose early success 
with the Juventus U/23 team might 
have made him a possibility for the job, 
said he was delighted Valeri had 
accepted. 

“[’m certainly not ready for head 
coach, but I'll be able to learn a lot 
from Walter,” he said. 


16 


Division 1: Canberra City 2 
Goulburn City 3, ANU 2 
Ginninderra 4. 

Points (to round 2): Belwest 
6, Ginninderra 5, ANU 5, 
University of Canberra 4, 
Belconnen United 3, Canberra 
City 3, Goulburn City 3, Calwell 
2, Monaro 2, Blue Light 0. 


Division 2: Canberra City 2 
Burns Club 2, ANU I 1 
Gindinderra. 1, Gungahlin 
Juventus 0 ANU Ii 3. 

Points (to round 2): 
Gungahlin Juventus 6, Burns 
Colts 5, ANU 1 5, Belwest 3, 
University of Canberra 3, Burns 
Club 3, Canberra City 2, ANU Il 
2, Defence Academy 0, 
Ginninderra 0. 


Division 3: Belconnen 
United 1 Weston Creek Royals 
4, Canberra City 1 University of 
Canberra 4, Fyshwick 1 ANU 0, 
Bums Masters 5 University of 
Canberra: 


2. 

Points (to round 2}: Weston 
Creek Royals 6, Belconnen 
United 6, Burns Masters 3, 
University of Canberra Il 3, 
Belwest 3, University of 
‘Canberra | 1, Fyshwick 1, ANU 

ity 0. 


Division 4: Belconnen 
United 5 Weston Creek Royals 
2. 


Points (to round 2): 
Harmonie 6, Calwell 6, 
Belconnen United _ 6, 
Tuggeranong United 6, Blue 
Light 3 Trojans 3, ANU 0, 
Belwest 0, University of 
Canberra 0, Weston Creek 
Royals 0, 
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liches about Dame 

Nellie Melba were 

flying thick and fast 
at O'Connor Oval when the 
familiar figure trotted out in 
the Olympic strip against 
University of Canberra, At 
39, Baz Giampaolo was 
going to give the ACT 
Premier League one more 


20. 

He had retired and come 
back twice before, but it had 
seemed pretty definite the 
third time after the 1997 grand 
fi He was ending on a 
winning note, after an 
outstanding game and scoring 
a goal. He made a short 
speech of farewell and was 
gone, 

But Giampaolo watchers 
know better than that. They 
are aware of the man’s 
insatiable desire for the game, 
an infatuation more intense 
than any lover's. They 
doubted that while he is still 
fil, still capable of producing 
the moments of magic which 
can leave opponents gaping, 
he would be content with a 
place on the sidelines. 

‘And so it was that he began 
to join in Olympic’s pre- 
season training sessions “jus 
to keep fit”, and new team 


LANGONE 


A WANTED 
MAN 


anberra Cosmos 
coach Rale Rasic 
has moved 


quickly to settle doubts 
over the future of 
midfielder Leo Langone, 
saying he definitely 
wants the right-sided 
player in his squad next 
season. 

Langone was rejected 
by former Cosmos boss 
Branko Culina, but 
subsequently broke into 
the Ericsson Cup with 
the Newcastle Breakers. 

Now Rasic says: “Leo 
told he is very proud of 
his home town, and 
wants to come back 
here. 

“After seeing him play 
for Newcastle that is 
good enough for me.” 

Rasic has often said he 
wants to build a team of 
predominantly locals 
“because this is now the 
best city in Australia 
when it comes to 
producing good young 
soccer talent”. 

He promised he would 
be considering more 
Canberra-born players, 
including those currently 
with other clubs in 
Australia. 


ani es-3-a 
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By Graham Cooke 


GIAMPAOLO 
BACK ... AGAIN 


boss Vic Fermandez, who was 
himself still playing at 53, saw 
an opportunity. 

Fernandez admits now he 
exercised some gentle 
persuasion: “We have a very 
young side this season — they 
would benefit from simply 
being in the same team as a 
player of Baz's experience 
and quality,” he said. 

“T told him to keep training 
and get back to full fitness, 
and 1 would choose the 
moment when I thought he 
was ready. I said the last thing 
T would do was make him, 
look stupid, because then I 
would look stupid as well.” 

‘That moment came against 
the University of Canberra, 
and Giampaolo celebrated 70 
minutes of football by scoring 
ina 3-0 win, 

Fernandez said the current 
Olympic side is ideally 


weighted for the veteran; “No- 
one is expecting him to nun all 
day, there are plenty of people 
around him who can do that. 
He can choose his moments 
and lay off some balls and 
exercise his skills.” 

The coach has been setting 
some hard targets for his 
squad, sandwiching a mid- 
week friendly against the 
Australian Institute of Sport 
(1-1) between the opening 
Teague games. He still insists 
the current Olympic is no 
more than “modest”, 

“But I am delighted to see 
some improvement, especially 
in defence,” he said. 

‘An improvement which has 
got some Olympic fans 
thinking that maybe back-to- 
back premierships, and a 
fourth win in the 1990s, is not 
the impossible dream it had 
seemed a few weeks ago. 


Defence Academy 
ANU y Cooma 
Bums Club y 

¥ 


0'Connor Knights 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division 1 - Round 4+ Sunday May 10 


Queanbeyan City —-y_-_Beleonnen United High Street 
Canberra Olympic v—Canberra City O'Connor Oval 
Canberra Deakin. =v Monaro Deakin Oval 
Gungahlin Juventus Uni of Canberra Jamison Oval 
Weston Creck Royals v Capital City Suns ‘Woden Park 


Under 238 noon, Firsts 2pm 
Division 2 - Round 5» Saturday May 9 
Tuggeranong United 
Canberra Defence 


White Bogle 
Under 235 lpm. Fists 3pm. 


Addison Road 
North Oval 
Kambah 2 Oval (1) 
O'Connor Oval 


Premier League * Division One 
Belconnen United 3 Canberra Olympic 2 
Canberra City Canberra Deakin 1 
University of Canberra 3 ‘Queanbeyan City 4 
Capital City Suns 1 ‘Gungahlin Juventus Zz 
Monaro 4 0 
PW SDD L FA} Pty 
Belconnen United Sd SO 5 4 9 
Monaro a3R 1 OO 108 8 
‘Weston Creek Royals Se CO Dt: 5 6 6 
Canberra Olympic Boaihe TOC Vea iee alters 
Capital Cty Suns Brat leigh) wll Sema 
Canberra Deakin Boe Be Bie ed 3 3 5 
Gungahlin Juveous Brateelicd ee Saude Ss 
Queanbeyan City Seater) 02) 10 tata! 
Canberra City Apa M sO So 38S inl! 
Under 23: Belconnen United 6, Canberra Olympic 2, Canberra City 0 


‘Canberra 
Deakin 4, University of Canberra 3 Queanbeyan City 2, Capital City Suns O 
‘Gungahlin Juvemus 6, Monaro 0 Weston Creek Royals 3. 
Points: Gungahlin Juventus 9, Belconnen United 8, Queanbeyan City 6, 
University of Canberra 6, Canberra Deakin 6, Canberra City 5, Capital City 
Suns 3, Weston Creek Royals 3, Canberra Olympic 0, Monaro 0, 


Youth League: Belconnen United 6 Tuggeranong United 0, Radford 7, 
Queanbeyan 
City 1, University of Canberra } Gungahlin Juventus 1, Weston Creek Royals 
1 Goulburn City 3, Capital City Suns 3 St Edmunds 3. 

Points: Belconnen United 9, St Edmunds 8, Capital City Suns 7, University 
of Canberra 5, Gungahlin Juventus 5, Radford 5, Canberra Deakin 3, Weston 
Creek Royals 3, Belconnen Strikers 3, Goulburn City 3, Tuggeranong United 

2, Canberra City 2, Queanbeyan City 0, Canberra Olympic 0. 


Division 2 
5 


‘Cooma Defence Academy 0 
Burns Club 4 O'Connor Knights 4 
‘Tuggeranong United 0 White Eagles 4 

PWSDDL F A Ps 
White Eagles 44000 7 4 2B 
Burns Clb SI 6 0 10 “68 
Cooma Beat 10> O-stttetd 17,6: 
ANU PRD 0D Oma 12716 
O'Connor Knights Satie 0: 20 Soto 
Defence Academy 7s gt UT pe Yaa Pe 
‘Tuggeranong United so fs ent ose eee Po 
Canberra Defence 7 Dit. On eal 
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FIRST 


QUALIFYING ROUND 
FIRST-LEG 
Bohemian Dublin 0 Ferencvaros 1 
Celtic 3. Inter Cabletel Cardiff 0 
Ce Principat 0) Dunuice United 8 
Dangi 1 Vorskia Poltova 3 
Dinamo Minsk 1 Kolkheti 1913 Loti 0 
Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk 6 Erevan 1 
Karabakh Agdam 0 Jablonec 5 
Ki Klaksvik 0 Ujpest 6 
Kr Reykjavik 2 Dinamo Bucharest 0 
Fk Inkaras Kaunas 3. Boby Bmo 1 
Flora Tallinn 0 Hapoel Petah Tikvah 1 
Grasshopper Zurich 3. Coleraine 0 
Hajduk Split 4 Grevenmacher L 
Hit Nova Gorica 2 Otelul Galati 0 
Mks Odra Wodzislaw 3 Pobeda Prilep 0 
Mypa Anjalankoski 1 Apollon Limassol 1 
‘Neuchatel Xamax. 7 Tiligul Tiraspol 1 
‘Sk Brann 2 Neftochimik Burgas 1 
Spartak Tmava 1 Birkickara t) 
‘Vojvodina Novi Sad 0 Viking Stavanger 2 
SECOND-LEG 
Apollon Limassol 3° Mypa Anjalankoski 0 
(Ags: 4-1) 
Birkirkara 1 Spartak Tmava 3 
(Age: 1-4) 
Boby Bmo 6 Fk Inkaras Kaunas 1 
(Age: 7-4) 
Coleraine 1 Grasshopper Zurich 1 
(Age: 1-10) 
Dinamo Bucharest 1 KrReykjavike 2 
(Aga: 1-4) 
Dundee United 9 Ce Principat ) 
(Age: 17-0) 
Erevan 0. Dnipro Daipropetrovsk 2 
(Agg: 1-8) 
Ferencvaros 5 Bohemian Dublin fi) 
(Age: 60) 
Grevenmacher 0 Hajduk Split 2 
(Ags: 1-6) 
Hapoel Petah Tikvah 2 Flora Tallinn 1 
(Agi 3-1) 
Inter Cabletel Cardiff 0 Celtic 5 
(Age: 08) 
Jablonec 3. Karabakh Agdam 0 
(Age: 8-0) 
Kolkheti 1913 Loti 2 Dinamo Minsk 1 
(Agg: 2-2; Dinamo won On Away Goals) 
Neftochimik Burgas 3. Sk Brann 2 
(Aga: 4-4; Brann won On Away Goals) 
Oitelul Galati 4 Hit Nova Gorica 2 
(Age: 4-4; Goriea won On Away Goals) 
Pobeda Prilep Mis Odea Wodvislaw 
(Aggi 2-4) 
‘Tiligul Titaspot 1 Neuchatel Xamax 3 
(Age: 1-10) 
Uspest 3 Ki Klaksvik 
(Age: 9-2) 
Viking Stavanger 5. Vojvodina Novi Sad 4 
(Agg: 7-4 Act) 
Vorskla Poltova 2 Daugava 1 
(Age: 5-2) 
SECOND 
UALIFYING ROUND 
Alania Vladikavkaz 2 Dnipto Dnipropetrovsk 
‘Anderlecht 2 Vorskla Poltava 0 
‘Appoton Limassal 0 Excelcior Moeskroen 0 
Dinamo Minsk 0. Lillersrom 2 
Grasshopper Zurich 3 Sk Brann 0 
Hadjuk Split 3. Malmo Ff 2 
Helsingsborg 0 Ferenchvaros 1 
Hit Nova Gorica 3. Club Brugge 5 
Jablonec 1 Orebro Sk 1 
Kr Reykjavik 0 Ofi Iraktion 0 
‘Neuchatel Xamax 3. Viking Stavanger 0 
Paok Satoniki 5) Spartak Tmava 3 
Rapid Vienna 6 Boby Bmo 1 
Rotor Volgograd 2 Odea Wodtzisla 0 
‘Tirol Innsbruck 2 Celtic 1 
‘Trabzonspor 1 Dundee United 0 
Ujpesti Te 0 Aarhus GF 0 
Veijle Bk 0 Hapoal Petach Tikva =O. 
SECOND-LEG 
Aarhus GE 2 Ujpesti Te 2 
(Age:3-2) 
Boby Bmo 2 Rapid Vienna 0 
(Agg: 3-6) 
Celtic 6 Tirol Innsbruck 3 
(Age: 7-5) 
Club Brugge 3. Hit Nova Gorica 0 
(Age: 83) 
Dundee United 1 Trabzonspor 1 
(Age: 1-2) 
Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk 1 Alania Vladikavkaz 4 
(Age: 2-6) 
Excclcior Moeskrocn. 3. Appolon Limassal 0 
(Age: 3-0) 
Ferenchvaros 0 Helsingsborg 1 


(Ag: 1-1 aet) 


Hapoal Petach Tikva 1 Veijle Bk 
(Age: 1-0) 

Lillerstrom 1 Dinamo Minsk 
(Agg: 3-0) 

Malmo FE 0 Hadjuk Split 
(Age: 2-5) 

Odra Wodvista 3 Rotor Volgograd 
(Agg: 3-6) 

fi Iaktion 3. KrReykjavik 
(Ag: 3-1) 

Orebro Sk 0 Jabionec 


(Agg: 1-1; Orebro Sk won On Away Goals) 


Sk Brann 2 Grasshopper Zurich 
(Agg:2-3) 
Spartak Tmava 0. Paok Saloniki 
(Age: 3-6) 
Viking Stavanger 2 Neuchatel Xamax 
(Age: 2-4) 
Vorskla Poltava 0 Anderlecht 
(Agg: 0-4) 

FIRST ROUND 
Agf Aarhus 2 Nantes 
Aletico Madrid 2 Leicester City 
Bastia 1 Benfica 
Beitar Jerusalem 2. Club Brugge 
Bordeaux 0 Aston Villa 
Celtic 2. Liverpool 
Croatia Zagreb 4. Grasshopper Zurich 
Deportivo La Coruna 1 Auxerre 
Excelsior Mouscron 0 Mew 
Internazionale 2 Neuchatel Xamax 
Jazz Port 0 1860 Munich 
Karlsruhe 2 Anorthosis Famagusta 
Lyon 4 Brondby 
Maribor Teatanic 1 ‘Ajax 
Mpke Mozyr: 1 Dinamo Tbilisi 
Mik Budapest 3. Alanis Viadikavkas 
Of Crete 3. Ferencvaros 
Paok Salonika 1 Arsenal 
Rapid Vienna 1 Hapoel Petach-Tikva 
Real Valladolid 2 Skonto 
Rotor Volgograd 2 Orebro Sk 
Salzburg 4 Anderlecht 
Sampdoria 1 Athletic Bilbao 
Schalke 04 2 Hajduk Split 
Sion Spartak Moscow 
Steaua Bucharest 0. Fenerbahce 
Strasbourg 2 Rangers 
‘Trabzonspor 2 Bochum 
‘Twente Enschede 0 Lillestrom 
it 2 Sc Braga 
Vitoria Guimaraes 0 Lazio 

1 Udinese 

SECOND-LEG 
Ajax 9 Maribor Teatanic 
(Agg: 10-2) 
Alania Viadikavkas 1 Mik Budapest 
(Agg: 1-4) 
‘Anderlecht 4° Salzburg 
(Agg: 7-6) 
Anorthosis Famagusta 1 Karlsruhe 
(Agg: 2-3) 
Arsenal 1 Paok Salonika 
(Age: 1-2) 
Aston Villa 1 Bordeaux 
(Aga: 1-0; net) 
Athletic Bilbao 2 Sampdoria 


0 Deportivo La Coruna 


0 Bastia 
3 Trabzonspor 
2 Lyon 
3° Beitar Jerusalem 
1 Mpke Mozyr 
1 Steaua Bucharest 
2. Off Crete 
0 Croatia Zagreb 
Hajduk Split 2. Schalke O 
(Age: 2-5) 
Hapoel Petoch-Tikva 1 Rapid Vienna 
(Agg: 1-2) 
Lazio 2. Vitoria Guimaraes 
(Agg: 6-1) 
Leicester City 0 Alletico Madrid 
(Age: 1-4) 
Lillestrom 1 Twente Enschede 


(Agg: 2-2; Twente Enschede won On Away Goals) 
Liverpool 0 Celtic 

(Agg: 2-2; Liverpool won On Away Goals) 

Mew 4 Excelsior Mouscron 
(Age: 6-1) 
1860 Munich 
(Agg: 7-1) 
Nantes 

(Age: 2-3) 
Neuchatel Xamax ° 
(Agg: 0-4) 


6 Jazz Port 
0 Agf Aarhus 


nace 


© he He He oneccocooo eH Hon NUNS OHN 


Orebro Sk 1 Rotor Volgograd 4 
(Age: 1-6) 

Rangers 1 Strasbourg 2 
(Age: 2-4) 

Skenio 1 Real Valladolid 0 
(Agg: 12) 

SC Braga 2. Vitesse Amhem 0 
(Age: 3-2) 

Spartak Moscow 2. Sion 


(Age: 3-2; Game To Be Replayed After Complaint Over Size Of 
Goals) 


SECOND-LEG REPLAY | 
5. Sion 1 


Spartak Moscow 
(Age: 6-1) 
Udinese 3. Widzew Lodz 0 
(Agg: 3-1) 
SECOND ROUND 
Rapid Vienna 3 1860 Munich 0 
Agf Aarhus. 1 Twente Enschede 1 
Ajax 1. Udinese oO 
Allletic Bilbao 0. Aston Villa 0 
‘Adletico Madrid 5. Paok Salonika 2 
‘Auxerre 3 OfiCrete 1 
Club Bruges 1 VAlBochum 0 
Internazionale 1 Lyon 2 
Metz 0 Karlsruhe 2 
Mtk Budapest 1 Croatia Zagreb 0 
Rotor Volgograd 0 Lazio 0 
Schalke 04 1 Anderlecht 1 
Spartak Moscow 2. Real Valladolid f) 
Sporting Braga 4 Dinamo Thilis () 
‘Steaua Bucharest 1 Bastia 0 
Strasbourg 3. Liverpool ry 
SECOND-LEG 
4 Club Bruges 1 
1 Schatke 04 2 
2 Athletic Bilbso 1 
3 Steaua Bucharest 2 
(Agg: 3.3; Steaua Bucharest won On Away Goal) 
Croatia Zagreb 2 Mik Budapest 0 
(Age: 2-1) 
Dinamo Tbilisi 0 Sporting Braga 1 
(Age: 0-5) 
Karlsruhe 1 Mew 1 
(Agg: 3-1) 
Lazio 3 Rotor Volgograd 0 
(Agg: 3-0) 
Liverpool 2. Strasbourg 0 
(Agg:2-3) 
Lyon 1 Inter Milan 3 
(Age: 3-4) 
Of Crete 3 Auxerre 2 
(Age: 45) 
Paok Salonika 4 Ailetico Madrid 4 
(Age: 6-9) 
Real Valladolid. 1 Spartak Moscow 2: 
(Age: 1-4) 
1860 Munich 2. Rapid Vienna 1 
(Agg: 2-4) 
‘Twente Enschede 0. Agf Aarhus 0 
(Aga: 1-1; Twente Enschede won On Away Goals) 
Udinese 2 Ajax 1 


(Age: 2-2; Ajax won On Away Goals) 


THIRD ROUND 


Ajax 4 VAlBochum 2 
0 0 
1 1 
0 0 
0 2 
2 1 
2 0 
o 1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
(get; Agg: 1-0) 
QUARTER-FINAL 
FIRST-LEG 
Ajax 1 Spartak Moscow 3 
Atletico Madrid 1 Aston Villa, 0 
Inter Milan 1 Schalke 04 0 
Lazio 1 Auxerre 0 
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SECOND-LEG 


Aston Villa 2 Alletico Madrid 1 
2; Atletico Madrid won On Away Goals) 
2 Lario 2 
(Agg: 2-3) 
Schalke 04 1 Inter Milan 1 
(et; Agg: 1-2) - 
Spartak Moscow 1 Ajax 0 
(Agg: 4-1), 
SEMI-FINAL 
FIRST-LEG 
Atletico Madrid 0 Lazio 1 
Jugovie 33 
Inter Milan 2 Spartak Moscow 1 
Zamorano 45 Alenitchev 48 
Ze Blias 90 
SECOND-LEG 
Lazio 0 Alletico Madrid 0 
(Age:1-0) 
‘Spartak Moscow 1 Inter Milan 2 
Tikhonov 13, Ronaldo 45,65 
(Agg2-4) 
FINAL 
Lazio 2 Inter Milan ? 


Will This Be Lazio’s Year? 


In the build-up for the UEFA Cup Final tomorrow 
night (Thursday morning our time), Lazio dropped a 
quiet bombshell when stating they prefer to play in the 
Cup Winners’ Cup next season, rather than the UEFA 
Cup to avoid an “easy” game against archrivals AS 
Roma, Lazio owner Sergio Cragnotti said this week. 

Lazio qualified for the Cup Winners’ Cup by beating 
AC Milan in last Wednesday's Italian Cup final. 

But they are also eligible for the UEFA Cup. They 
meet Inter Milan in this year’s final, and even if they 
lose, will qualify because Inter, guaranteed runners-up 
spot in Serie A, will play in the Champions’ League. 

Italian newspapers speculated that Lazio might opt 
for the UEFA Cup again next season allowing AC Milan 
into the Cup Winners’ Cup. 

But Cragnotti said that was nonsense. 

“Whatever happens in the UEFA Cup Final we'll 
play in the Cup Winners’ Cup next year,” he told 
reporters. 

“It will give us the opportunity to play in the 
Supercup. It would be absurd to think of playing in the 
UEFA Cup, even if we win it this time round.” 

Cup Winners’ Cup matches are played on Thursdays. 

“Besides, next year’s UEFA Cup will be too easy 
because Roma are in it,” Cragnotti said. 

Roma are sixth in the league and almost certain to 
qualify for the UEFA Cup. But even though they have 
enjoyed a reasonable season, they have a dreadful record 
against Lazio. 

The two sides have played each other in four Rome 
derbies this season, two in the cup and two in the league. 
Lazio won all four. 

Lazio won the Italian Cup for the first time in 40- 
years when coming from behind to beat AC Milan last 
week, 

For Milano, it has been a frustrating and 
disappointing season as they lie in mid-table and look to 
be out European competition reckoning for next season. 

‘The full list of Italian Cup winners from 1922 to 1998 
appears below: 


1922 - Vado 
1936 - Torino 
1937 - Genova 1893 
1938 - Juventus 
1939 - Ambrosiana 
1940 - Fiorentina 
1941 - Venezia 
1942 - Juventus 
1943 - Torino 
1958 - Lazio 
1959 - Juventus 
1960-- Juventus 
1961 - Fiorentina 
1962 - Napoli 
1963 - Atalanta 
1964 - AS Roma 
1965 - Juventus 
1966 - Fiorentina 
1967- AC Milan 
1968 - Torino 
1969 - AS Roma 
1970 - Bologna 
1971 - Torino 
1972- AC Milan 
1973- AC Milan 


1974 - Bologna 
1975 - Fiorentina 
1976 - Napoli 
1977 - AC Milan. 
1978 - Internazionale 
1979 - Juventus 
1980 - AS Roma 
1981 - AS Roma 
1982 - Internazionale 
1983 - Juventus 
1984 - AS Roma 
1985 - Sampdoria 
1986- AS Roma 
1987 - Napoli 
1988 - Sampdoria 
1989 - Sampdoria 
1990 - Juventus 
1991 - AS Roma 
1992 - Parma 
1993 - Torino 
1994 - Sampdoria 
1995 - Juventus 
1996 - Fiorentina 
1997 - Vicenza 
1998 - Lazio 


ENGLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Arsenal 4 Everton o 
Bilic 6og 
Overmars 28,57 
Adams 89 
5S Crystal Palace 2 
Gordon 8 
Bent 16 
2 Blackburn 0 
1 Barnsley ° 
S WestHam 0 
Owen 4 
MeAteer 2,25 
Leonhardsen 45 
Ince 61 
Newcastle Utd 3 Chelsea 1 
Dabizas 39 Di Matteo 77 
Lee 42 
Speed 59 
Shell Wed 1 Aston Villa 3 
Santi 89 Yorke 21 
Hendrie 25 
Joachim 50 
Southampton © Derby County 2 
Dailly 50 
Sturridge 88 
Wimbledon 2 ‘Tottenham H 6 
Fear 21,30 Ferdinand 18 
Klinsmann 41, 54, 58, 
C 
“ Saib 79 
PWDL FAWDLF APs 
ARSENAL36 152 2 43 10 8 7 22518 78 
Man Ud 36124 239 9 9-4 52917 71 
Liverpool 36 122 4 38 16 5 9 4 2625 62 
Chelsea 37122 4 35 4-7 1 1134-29 60 
Leeds 6.9 4 5 30-20 8 3 72622 58 
B'bum 37104 4 39 2%6 5 6 8 17 26 55 
AVilla 378.37 25 24 8 3 823.25 54 
Leicester 37.6103 2115 7 4772253 
Derby 37113 4 32 18 4 4 111931 32 
West Ham 36124 2 36 15 3 3 1213 36 52 
Coventry 37.89 2 2617 4 6 81926 SI 
Soon 37101 8 28.23 4 4 102131 47 
Newcastle 37.8.5 6 22203 6 91323 44 
Sheff Wed 379 5 5 3026 3 3 122240 44 
Tottenham 377.7 4 2221 4 3 122034 
Wim'don 375 6 8 18 25 5 7 615 20 43 
Bolton 377.8 4 25 22 2 5 111637 40 
Everton 37747 262% 2 8 9 1629 39 
Barnsley 37 74 7 2533 31 151247 35 
CPalace 361 412 11 36 6 4 92232 29 
Birmingham City © Chariton Athletic 0 
Bradford City 1 Portsmouth = 3 
‘Huddersfield 0 Port Vale 4 
Ipswich 3 Crewe fe 
Middlesbrough 4 Oxford 
PR 0 Buy 1 
Reading 0 Norwich 1 
Stockport 1 Sheff Utd 0 
Stoke City 2 Man ity 5 
Swindon 1 Sunderland 2 
‘Tranmere R 2 Wolverhampton 1 
WBA 1 NottsForest. 
‘THE FINAL TABLE 
PWDLFAWDLF APs 
NFOREST 46 182 3 52 20 10 8 5 3022 94 
MIDBORO 46 174 2 51 12 10 6 7 26 29 OT 
Sun'land 46147 2 49 2 12 5 6 37 28 0 
Charon 46175 1 48.17 9 5 9 3232 88 
Ipswich 46.145 4 47 20 9 9 5 23 83 
SheffUtd 46165 2 44 20 3 12 8 2534 74 
Binn’ham 46108 5 2715 9 9 53320 74 
Stockpon 46 146 3 46 21 5 2 1625 48 65 
Wolves 46136 4 42 25 5 5 1315 28 65 
WBA 46 9B 6 2726 7 5 112390 61 
Crewe 46102 1130 4 8 3 122831 59 
Oxford 46126 5 26 20 4 4 1524 44 58 
Bradford 46109 4 26 23 4 6 1320 36 57 
Tranmere 46 9 8 6 34 26 5 6 122031 56 
Norwich 46 9 8 6 32 27 5 5 1320 42 55 
Hudsid 46.95 9 28 28 5 6 122 44 53 
Bury 467106 2222 4 9 1020 36 52 


Swindon 46.9 6 8 28-25 5 4 141448 52 
PortVale 46.7 6 10 25 24 6 4 1331 42 49 
Prmouth 46 8 6 9 28 30 5 4 142333 49 
QR 46. 8:9 6 2 2 101123 42 49 
ManCity 466 6 11 28 26 6 6 112831 48 
Stoke 46 8 $ 1030 40 3 8 1214 46 
Reading 46 8 4 11 27 31 3 5 1512 47 42 
Bristol R 2 Brentford 1 
Burley 2 PlymouthA 1 
Chesterfield 1 Blackpool 1 
Fulham, 1 Watford 2 
Gillingham 0 Wigan A 0 
Grimsby T 0 Oldham A 2 
Luton T 3 Catisle U 2 
Millwall 1 Boumemouth 2 
Preston 2 Bristol C 1 
Southend U 1 Wrexham 3 
Walsall 0 WycombeW 1 
York 0 Northampton T — 0 

PWDLFAWDLF APs 
Watford 46137 3 36 22 11.9 331 19 88 
BrisolC 46165 2 41 17 9 5 9 2822 85 
Grimsby 46117 5 3014 8 8 72523 72 
Nont'ton 46145 4 33.17 4 127192071 
BrisolR 46132 8 43 33 7 8 82731 70 
Fultam 46127 4 31 14 8 3 122929 70 
Wrexham 461010 3 31 23 8 6 9 2428 70 
Gillingham 4613.7 3.30 18 6 6.1122 29 70 
B'mouh 46118 4 28 15 7 4 1229 37 66 
Chesterld. 46.137 3 31 19 3 10 1015 25 65 
Wigan 46125 6 41.31 5 6 122335 
Blackpool 46136 4 35 24 4 5 142443 62 
Oudham 46137 3 43 23 2 9 121931 61 
Wycombe 461010 3 32 20 4 8 111933 60 
Preston 46106 7 29 26 S 8 102730 59 
Yok «469 7'7:26- 21 :S 10 8 2637 59 
Luton 46.7.7 9 35:38 7 8 8 2526 57 
Millwall 467 8 8 23 23 7 5 112031 55 
Walsall 4610.8 5 26 16 4 4 151736 54 
Bumley 46109 4 34 23 3 4 1621 42 52 
Brentford 46.9 7 7 33 29 2 10 1117 42 50 
Plymouth 46105 8 3 30 2 8 1319 40 49 
Carlisle 46 8 5 10 27 28 4 3 1630 45 44 
Southend 46.8 7 8 29 30 3 3 1718-49 43 


DIVISION THREE 


Cardiff C 0 Darlington 0 
Chester C 1 Scarborough 
Doncaster R 0 ColcbesterU 1 
Exeter C 1 MaclesfieldT 3 
Hull 1 Cambridge U0 
Leyton 0 2 Torquay U 1 
Lincoln © 2 Brighton 1 
Mansfield T 1 Swansea C 0 
Notts Cry 4 RotherhamU — 2 
Peterboro 0 HarlepootU 0 
Rochdale 2 Bamet 0 
Shrewsbury 0 Scunthorpe 2 

PWDL FAWDLF APs 
Notts Cty 46147 2 41-20 15 5 3.4123 99 
Macsfid 46194 0 40 11 4 9 102333 82 
Lincoln 46117 5 32 24 9 8 6 2827 75 
Colchester 46145 4 41 24 7 6 103136 74 
Torquay 46144 5 39227 7 92937 78 
Scaboo 46146 3 4423 5 9 9 2335 72 
Bamet 46108 5 35.22 9 5 9 2629 70 
Scthrpe 46117 5 3024 8 5 1026 28 69 
Rotherham 46109 4 41 30 6 10 7 2631 67 
Peterboro 4613.6 4 37 16 5 7 112635 67 
Leyion0 46145 4 40 20 5 7 1122.27 6 
Mansfield 4611.9 3 42 26 5 8 102229 65 
Shrewsbury 46 123 8 35 28 4 10 9 26 34 61 
Chester 46127 4 34:15 S$ 3 1526 46 61 
Ereter 46108 5 39 25 5 7 112938 60 
Cambridge 46 11.8 4 39 27 3 10 1024 30 60 
Hanlepoot 46 1012 1 40 22 2 11 1021 31 59 
Rochdale 46153 5 43 15 2 4 1713 40 $8 
Darlington 46 13.6 4 43 28 1 6 1613 44 54 
Swansea 4688 7 24 16 5 3 1525 46 50 
Cardiff 46 513.5 27 22 4 10 9 2130 50 
Hull «6 106 7-36 32:1 2 202051 4t 


Brighton 46 3 1010 21.34 3 7 13.17 32.35 
Doncaster 46 3317 14 48 1 $ 1716 65 20 
Leyton Orient deducted 3 pts for fielding suspended 
players 


SCOTLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen 2 Hearts 2 
Jess 26 ‘McCann 10 
Newell 46 ‘McPherson 29 


‘Hibernian 1 Dundee Utd 2 
Brebner 31 Olofsson 72,78 
Rangers © Kilmarnock 1 
Mitchell 90 
StJohnstone 3 Motherwel = 2 
Jenkinson 15,88 Martin4 
McCluskey 70 Coyle 58p 
Dunfermline 1 Celtic 1 
Faulconbridge 83 Donnelly 35 
PWDLFAWODLF APS 
Celtic 39114239 9 104 42315 71 
Rangers 35134 1 46 16 7 5 52821 9 
Hearts HIST MMISSHDEA 
Kilmamock35 9 3 5 23 20 4 7 7 1631 49 
Suohnstone35 75 6 2021 6 4 71819 48 
Dundee Uid35 5 7 5 22 16 3 6 9 2033 37 
Dunfermline35 4.9 5 26 30 4 4 9 17 36 37 
Aberdeen 35 6 6 6 20 18 2 6 91734 36 
Motherwell 35 6 4 7 25 26 3 3 122036 34 
Hibernian 35 6 4 8 26 24 0 7 1011 M4 29 
Aindrie 1 Raith i) 
Ayr Utd 1 Falkirk 3 
Dundee 0 Partick Th 3 
Hamilton A 0 GMorton 0 
Stirling Alb 0 StMirren 1 
PWDLFAWDLF APs 
Dundee 35.86 4 2012 12 4 13211 70 
Falkirk 35.9 4 4 26 18 10 4 430 2 65 
Raith 35.85 4 2311 8 4 6 262157 
Airdrie 35.96 3-24 17 6 6 $1718.57 
Morton 3564 7 222 5 6 722% 43 
Hamilton 35 46 8 1728 5 5 7252638 
SiMiren 35.63 8 2124 4 5 91929 38 
Ay 35.6.4. 8 272 3 6 8 102637 
Partick 35.3.5 9 25 32 5 7 6 19 20 36 
Stiring 353.7 8 2031-5 3 9202434 
(Clydebank 1 Queen Sth 0 
Forfar Ath 0 Clyde 0 
Cal Thistle 2 Brechin 1 
Stenhousemuir 1 East Fife 2 
Stranraer 1 Livingston 0 
PWDL FAWDLF APs 
Livingson 35.9.5 3 3119 7 6 52419 59 
Stanrser 35103 5 38227 4 623258 
Clydebank 35.76 5 2117 8 6 32113 57 
Queen Sth 3585 4 2419 6 4 $3232 51 
Eat File 3572 8 2733.7 4 72425 48 
Caledonian 35.77 4 31 21 5 3 9 3229 4% 
Forfar 35.6 4 8 28 30 5 6 62231 3 
Cyde © 35:65 6 212 4 7 7:19:30 42 
Sten'muir 35.6 6 6 26 26 4 4 9 18 26 40 
Brechin 35 5 6 6 21 26 2 5 112041 32 
Berwick Rangers 3 Albion Rovers 2 
Cowdenbeath 1 Alloa 3 
East String 1 Arbroath 1 
Montrose: 2 ‘Dumbarton 1 
Queen's Park 0 Ross County 4 
PWDL FAWDLF APs 
Alloa 35121 4 41:19 113 436 20 73 
Arbroah 35114 2 40 19 9 3 6 2619 67 
RossCty 35.9 4 4 36 18 9 6 3.3016 64 
EStirling 35113 4 30 16 6 3 8 1827 $7 
Berwick 355.8 5 2827 5 4 81927 42 
Albion 3583.6 3123 4 2 1225 48 4 
Queen's P35 5 3 10 2033 5 7 52121 40 
Montrose 3554 9 2535 5 4 82641 38 
Gow'beath 35 6 2 10 15 26 $ 0 1215 29 35 
Dumbarton 35 2 5 10 14 26 5 5 8 2%6 32 31 
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Aussie Corner 


Soccer 
West Coast 


Premier League - 


Round 5 

Bayswater City 6 Kingsway Oly 6 
Wingell 3 Montgomery 2 
Madja 2 Markovic 2 
Gillibrand 1 Westley, Gallacher 
Stiling Macedonia © 0 Inglewood Falcons7 

‘Hunter 3, Beretovac, 

Daly, Mirco, Crosby 
Floreat Athena 1 Sorrento 0 
Coci 
Cockburn City 2 Perth 1 
Wallace, Petkovich Perruzza 

~ Dianella WE 2 1 
Mlinar, Peacock 
‘Western Knights v Fremantle City 
(Result not in) 
Division One - 
Round 5 
Queens Park 3 Perth City 0 
Armadale 3° Stirling Suns 2 
‘Swan IC 5 Bassendean Cal = 2 
Wanneroo City 3 ‘Southside Utd 1 
Ashfield/Bunbury 1 Rockingham City 1 
North Lake Esp. 2 Balcatta 3 
1998 MITRE 
AMATEUR CUP - 
ROUND ONE 

Gosnells City 2 Kingsley 0 
Colo Colo 3 Belton 1 
Cloverdale Chindits 3 Willeton 2 
Uni of WA 3 BeechboroWE 2 
Fremantle United 2 ‘Subiaco 0 
Hamersley Rovers 10 Stirling Panthers. 3 
‘North Perth United 4 Floreat Athena = 
La Fiamma Gton 5 Joondalup City 1 
Yanchep 2 Vietnam United 4 
SpearwoodDalmat 4 Canning Suley 1 
Albany Polonia 0 Carlisle 4 
Burswood United 2 Babylon United = 0. 
Albany Rovers 0 Murdoch United = 4 
Cockbum City 4 Albany Cale 3 
Forrestfield United 6 Cockbum United 2 
WA Maccabi 1 Perth Royals. 0 
‘North Beach 0 Perth Azzurni 1 
Calcio Rebels 5 Morley Gldn Lily 2 
‘South Perth United 1 Balcatta Ilinden 4 
Balga 2 RochesterAm = 0 
Kwinana United 0 Morley Windmills 3 
Ballajura 0 Sorrento Amateurs 5 
Phoenix United 0 ‘Naval Base W 5 
‘Shamrock Rovers 8 Curtin University 3 
Thero United 1 Forrestfield Utd = 4 
Perth International 1 Belmont Villa 8 
Canning Langford 6 Stirling Pelister 0 
‘Mandurah City v Stirling Macedonia (abandoned) 


1998 OLA SPORTS 
COVER MASTERS CUP - 
ROUND ONE 
Canning Langford 4 ‘Sorrento Bobs 2 
Anmadale (D1) 2° Cockbum City 1 
Melville City (D4) 2 Path Panthers: 0 
Melville City (D3) 1 Perth City (D2) 2 
Ashfield Dynamos ¥ Cockburn United 1 
‘Kelmscott Brewers 0 Ammadale(D4) 3 
‘Canning Cosmos 1 Kingsley (D3) 4 
Morley City 4 Ferndale Crusaders 5 
Fremantle City 1 Mandurah City 7 
‘North Lake 6 Subiaco 5 
Forrestfield (D3) 2 ‘Sorrento 45's 1 
Balga (D4) 1 Leeming Strikers 4 
Cloverdale Chindits 4 + RockyCity Vets. 0. 
Albany Rovers 2 ‘Mardoch Uni 0 
1998 OLA SPORTS 
COVER SOCIAL CUP - 
ROUND ONE 
‘Gwelup Croatia 6 — Morley Windmills 0 
Kelmscott Brewers 4 ‘Sutherlands Park = 2. 
Uni Marys. 2 Inglewood Falcons 0 
Glendalough Gunners 4 North Perth United 5 
‘Man United SC 2 ‘Naval Base W ) 
Alcoa 7 Perth Royals 0 
Secret Harbour 5 Kwinana United = 2 
Dacia Perth 0 Wanneroo City 11. 
‘Uni Real 2 Wembley Downs 5 
QP. Social 6 — Saprissa 1 
Fremantle United (D4) 0 Murdoch Uni (D2) 2 
Canning Cosmos 0 RPH. 3 
Mandurah City 0 ‘St James Gate 6 
‘Hamersley Rovers 2 Path Panthers: 4 
‘Timor Oan 0 UWASeacows 2 
Girawheen 3 Kypros United = 1 
North Beach Cats 4 — Rocky Rangers 3. 
‘White Eagles Serbia 1 Saints. 3 
ECU Estudientes 2 Fremantle Uid (D2)5, 
Shamrock Rovers W Joondalup (D4) 0. 
XI Men in Flight 3 Joondalup (Pr) 6 
‘Curtin Podiatry 2 Murdoch Uni (D4) 3. 
South 
. 
Australia 
Premier League - 
Round 5 
Croydon 0 CumberlandU 1 
Nichols. 
White City Warr 2 Raiders 2 
Ashondidis, Georgiou Reeves, Rodrigues 
West Torrens Birk 4 Pt Adelaide Lions 3. 
‘Trimboli 2, Sergi 2 ‘McKenzie 2, Hagias 
Elizabeth City © — Campbeltown C 0 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 4 — Olympians 0 
Karadzic 3, Dacic 1 
PWODLF A Pts 
‘West Torrens §$ 401502 
‘Croydon $3 1105 10 
‘Campbelltown a a sm Fe 
Ad Blue Eagles $3 0204 9 
Olympians $390 2 SeR9 
‘Cumberland 502-2 2887 
Elizabeth City y Save ae Coed Fae 2 YO 
Port Adelaide $ 113610 4 
White City S90. 2) Beh 2) 
Raiders S 00-4 455) 


State League - 


Round 7 

‘West Adelaide 2 Para Hills Knights 0 
Adelaide Hills 2) Noarlunga Utd = 2 
Kaye, Yeardley Patterson, Eyndhoven 
Western Strikers 3 Seaford 0 
Labella, Licastro, Petraccaro 
Modbury 1 Adelaide Cobras 1 
Tassotti Karittevlis 
Enfield City 2 Adelaide City 1 
‘Scardigno 2 pens ‘Thompson 
Port Pirie City 3 Salisbury Utd o 
De Gioia 2, Misailidis 

PWDLFAPs 
West Adelaide 752089 17 
Modbury T4218 
Enfield City 74211274 
Adelaide City 731 31511 10 
Para Hills 7313081310 
‘Noarlunga Utd 7313101 10 
Seaford 73041317 9 
Adelaide Cobras 7223124 8 
Port Pirie Meath 49 WF 
‘Western Str 7142907 
Adelaide Hills 721°44% 7 
Salisbury Ud 7TVIS 70-4 


Bill Turner Cup 
Schools Comp. 


Qualifying Round 


Fairvale 3 Bonnyrigg 0 
Cabramatta 4 Picnic Point 2 
Eliz Macarthur 9 Hurlestone 0 
All Saints Liverpool 2 St Johns Park 1 
Fairfield 3 Cecil Hills 1 
‘Cromer 2° Beacon Hill 0 
Manly 7 The Forest 1 
‘Cherrybrook Tech 3 Baulkham Hills 0 
Ashfield Boys 3° Strathfield Sth ) 
Northmead 10 OurLady ofLeb 0 
Lucas Heights 8 StJohn Bosco 0 
DLS Caringbah 2 Gymea 0 
Sydney Tech 2 Narwee t) 
Waverly Cot 3 Sydney Grammar 0 
StSpyridons 3 StPats Stratfield 0 
All Saints Lakemba 2 StAndrewsCath 1 
Dover Heights 3 Emmanuel College 0 
ROUND ONE 
StPuuls Penrith (1) 4 StDominics(1) 2 
Menai 2 Leas Heights 0 
ASC Lochinvar(2) 3 Cessnock (2). 2 
Francis Greenway 6 — StMarys Gateshead 2 
‘Warmers Bay 5S) West Wallsend 1 


Queensland 


By Glenn Davis 


isitors Ipswich Knights toughed out a 

1-0 win over Taringa Rovers to 
leapfrog into third place in a rain 
disrupted round of the XXXX league at 
Jack Speare Park on Sunday. 

Ipswich surrendered possession to the 
injury depleted home side but won the battle 
of tactics on the day to snatch three points, 

Former Queensland striker Peter Vogler 
provided the only goal of a lack-iustre affair 
when he broke the deadlock ten minutes 
from the interval. 

Rangy midfielder Nick Seely laid on the 
early work when he ‘nutmegged’ two 
Taringa players before laying the ball 
forward into the path of Vogler who strolled 
through some lethargic defence to slot 
home. 

Neither keepers Scott Higgins for Taringa 
or Ipswich's Barney Smith were called upon 
to do much work in a match which got 
bogged down in a midfield battle with 
neither side displaying the prowess to break 
down a defence. 

Ipswich coach Mike Mulvey was 
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delighted with his side’s performance and in 
particular with his successful tactics. 

“It's very hard to come to play Taringa at 
home and come away with three points any 
time,” Mulvey said. 

“Tt was a very ordinary game but in 
overall terms we were very successful and 
toughed it out. 

“We gave away a lot of possession and 
that was done deliberately and then we shut 
them out with our defence. 

“We didn’t play pretty stuff but it was 
effective. 

Possibly the worse infringement was the 
first booking from Ipswich defender Clint 
Scott who was lucky not to be given his 
immediate marching orders although the 
game was only ten minutes old. 

Taringa started the clash with midfielder 
Cliff Tuck heavily bandaged covering 22 
stitches from a nasty head clash against 
Brisbane City last week, but he was soon 
joined by striker Martin Matula who later 
received seven stitches after Scott collected 
him with his elbow. 

Taringa's only glimpse of an equaliser 
came with 15 minutes to go when Scott 
looked to have pushed striker Robbie Laslo 
in the back but Taringa’s half-hearted 
appeals for a penalty went unnoticed by 
Daunt. 

League leaders Brisbane City considered 
themselves lucky to walk away with a I-nil 
win over Rochedale Rovers at Underwood 
Park on Saturday night. 

Rochedale applied enormous pressure 
throughout the game in the quagmire 
conditions, hitting the crossbar and upright 
but left empty-handed when goalkeeper 
Elvis Guzie brought down City midfielder 
Shan Haddow in the first half. 

Chris Slater, the league's leading striker 
made no mistake from the penalty spot. 

City sweeper Mark Bennett said his side 
were lucky winners after being under some 
relentless pressure. 

“We were under the hammer all night but 
we defended well and our keeper Daniel 
Duke had a blinder,” Bennett said. 

“Our goal came from a needless 
challenge on Shane Haddow by their 
keeper.” 

In the only other match an injury time 
goal from Troy Greenwood enabled Gold 
Coast to come from behind for a 1-all draw 
with Bundaberg Waves at Nerang after 
Royce Brownlie gave the visitors a half- 
time lead. 

The Brisbane Lions-Beenleigh clash 
was washed out on Saturday night while Mt 
Gravatt and Wynnum were scheduled to 
play on Monday. 


XXXX LEAGUE 


Gold Coast 1 Bundaberg 1 
Taringa Rovers 0 Ipswich 1 
Rochedale R 0 Brisbane City 1 
Brisbane Lions v Beenleigh W/O 

‘Wynnum v Mt Gravatt W/O 


DIV SP 1N 


Grange Thistle v The Gap W/O 

Pine Thistle v Eastern Subs W/O. 

Mitchelton 3) North Sur 0 
Newmarket v Albany Creek (Mon) 

Uni of Qid- Bye 


DIV SP 1S 


Souths Utd , 2 Stacks Creek 2 
Redlands 3 Rocklea Utd 2 
Olympic Utd v Toowoomba Utd (Sun) 

Inala City y Acacia Ridge (Mon) 

Capalaba - Bye 


Victorian Churches 
Soccer Association 
U/16 


Berwick Term 2 MtEvelyn 0 
Lilydale 1 BerwickUid = 3 
Nth Blackbum R 0 NthBlackburn Cou 1 
Eltham - Bye 


PWDLFAPs 
Berwick Utd 11o031 3 
Benwick Term 110020 3 
Nih B’Burm Coug 1100103 
Eltham 000000 0 
‘Nth B’bum R 1oorod 0 
Lilydale 100013 0 
M1 Evelyn 1001020 
UNDER 14 
Lilydale 2 Berwick 1 
‘Nth B*bum Ch 1 Eltham 1 
Nth B'bum Tig 1 NthB'bumJag 2 
PWDLPAPS 
Brbum Jag r10021 3 
Lilydale Proo2r 3 
Eltham PPTs Nee st ra) 
B'bum Che toro t 
Berwick 1001120 
BYburn Tig 1001120 
DIVISION 1 
Berwick 2 Box Hill 0 
Morrison 3 Lilydale (1) 2 
Nth B’bum (1) 0 Ensen Ud(l) 3 
PWDLF APY 
Easter (1) 431091 10 
Morrison 4301869 
Berwick 4211657 
Lilydale (1) 4112984 
Nth B"burn (1) 411268 4 
Box Hill 400410 
DIVISION 2 
Canterbury 3 McKillop 0 
Mi Byelyn 2 Lilydale (2) 3 
Nth B'bum (2) 3 Bastem Ud) 3 
Eltham - Bye 
UNDER 12 
Berwick Lions 6 Lilydale 0 
Easter Utd 3 Eltham f) 
Nih B’burn Pan 0 NthB'bum Leo 3 


Ashburton Term Bye 


UNDER 10 


Ashburton Rock 0 Ashburton Pred 14 
Berwick 0 Lilydale 0 
Eastem Utd 1 Nth B'bum Hawks 1 
Eltham 0 Ashburton Ud 


Ashburton Str- Bye 


UNDER 8 


Axburton AS Ashburton Dyn 3 
Ashbuirton 9 Lilydale 0 
Nth B'burm Eag 10 Berwick 1 
Nth B'tum Zeb 0 Eltham 4 
GERMANY 

Kaiserslautern 4 Wolfsburg 0 
Karlsue 4 Stuttgart 2 
Werder Bremen 1 Bochum 0 
1860 Munich 1 Schalke 0 
Bielefeld 2 Cologne 1 
Leverkusen 0 Hertha Berlin 1 
Duisburg 0 Baye Munich 0 
Bor Dortmund 0 Hamburg 1 
BM'gladbach 5 Hansa Rostock 2 
PWODLE APs 

Kaiserslautem 3319 10 4 62 38 67 
Baye 33 18 9 6 65 37 63 
Leverkusen 33 14 12 7 64 37 54 
Werder 33 M4 8 1143 46 50 
Stuttgart 33 13 10 1054 49 49 
Schalke 33 12 13 8 36 31 49 
Hansa 33:13 9 1150-44 48 
Dortmund 33:11 10 1257 51 43 
Hamburg 33 11 10 1237 45 43 
Hertha Bertin 33:12 7 1440 50 43 
Duisburg 33 10 11 12.40 43 41 
1860 Munich 33:11 8 1443 53 4 
Wolfsburg B11 6 1638 52 39 
Bochum 33 10 8 1540 49 38 
Karlsruhe 33.9 11 13-46 56 38 
BM gladbach 33-8 11 1452 59 35 
Cologne 33 10 5 1847 62 35 
Bielefeld 33.8 8 1742 54 32 

SPAIN 

Yalladotid 0 Merida 0 
Tenerife 2 Salamanca 0 
Barcelona 1 Real Betis 3 
Gijon 0 RealSociedad 2 
Mallorca 2 AtMadid 1 
Racing Santander 1 Espanyol 1 
AtBilbao 3 Oviedo 0 
Celts Vigo 3 Compostela 3 
Departivo 1 Valencia 2 
oil? 


the second year in 
succession Leeds were 
beaten to the First Division 
title by a giant of the English 
game. The team that had 
beaten them in the previous 
year’s FA Cup final also 
outlasted them in the run to 
the 1966 First Division 
crown, indeed Liverpool 
finished six points clear of 
their main rivals, Defeated 
just seven times all season, 
Bill Shankly’s team 
conceded only 34 goals in 42 
games, whilst scoring 79. 
Men like Ron Yeats, Roger 
Hunt, Chris Lawler, Tommy 
Lawrence, Ian St John and 
Peter Thompson, amongst 
others, all contributed to an 
outstanding season for 
Liverpool FC. At the 
bottom, Fulham could play 
their final game away at 
Newcastle United on May 7 
knowing they were already 
safe, Northampton’s stay 
had been all too brief and 
they went down with last 
placed Blackburn Rovers. 

Joe Mercet’s first signing 
when he got to Maine Road 
had been Mike Summerbee. 
He would be a mainstay, not 
only of the team that won the 
Second Division title this 
season, but also the team that 
had much bigger success over 
the next few seasons, City 
finished five points clear of 
Southampton who were also 
promoted, Coventry missed 
out on promotion by just a 
point, while the London side 
Leyton Orient, and 
Middlesbrough from the 
North both had extremely 
poor seasons, They were 
relegated, with Cardiff City 
just avoiding the drop by a 
point, Boro had gained only 
‘one point from the last four 
available, and this meant the 
survival of the Welsh side in 
Division Two. 

Another clear race was in 
Division Three where Hull 
City were promoted as 
champions, and Millwall as 


points separating places one 
and two, with another eight 
points dividing Millwall and 
third-placed Queens Park 
Rangers. At the bottom a 
tighter tussle saw 
Bournemouth, Mansfield, and 
Oldham avoid the drop by the 
skin of their teeth. The 
unfortunate teams to go down 
were Southend, Exeter, 
Brentford and York. 

Division Four champions 
were Doncaster, after a chase 
right down to the wire by 
Darlington. Also promoted 
were Torquay and Colchester. 
Tn fact the latter's battle to get 
promoted was even closer 
than the top spot fight. A 1-0 
away win at Crewe gave 
Doncaster the upper hand, 
however ten days later 
Darlington had their chance if 
they could win their game in 
hand. It was at home to 
Torquay who also needed to 
make sure of promotion. A 0- 
0 draw gave both sides 
promotion but Darlington lost 
out on goal average in the 
championship race. 

On May 28 (a full 17 days 
after some sides’ campaign 
had ceased) Colchester lost to 
Newport, but the 1-2 scoreline 
was not enough for the 
chasing pack as Tranmere and 
Luton had completed their 
programs and, despite winning 
their last games, both sides 
needed a much larger victory 
and Colchester to lose by a 
much greater margin to slip 
past them on goal average. 
Bottom of the League were 
‘Welsh side Wrexham. 

All four champions came 
from the north of England, 
whilst five of the eight sides 
relegated were from the 
midlands or further south. 

The previous season 
Brighton had been the only 
southern champions. Was the 
great divide reflecting itself in 
football? 

Certainly not in the League 
Cup where WBA and West 


Ham made the Final (the other 
semi-final sides were 
Peterborough and Cardiff 
City). 

The first-leg at Upton Park 
finished 2-1 to the home side. 
The second-leg at the 
Hawthorns ended 4-1 to the 
local boys, thereby giving a 
total aggregate of 5-3 and the 
League Cup trophy to West 
Bromwich Albion. 

The FA Cup Final 
protagonists were Everton and 
Sheffield Wednesday. 
Manchester United and 
Chelsea had lost to these two 
sides in the semi-finals 
respectively. After going to 
extra-time the previous season 
it was thought this would be 
another tight affair. A 20- 
metre drive in the first-half 
gave McGalliog Sheffield 
Wednesday's, and the game’s, 
first goal. 

Then a great 30 metre run 
by McGalliog was finished 
with a hard low shot which 
spilt from Everton's keeper 
Gordon West's hands, and 
‘was put away by Ford, 

Even the commentator 
called the game over, and the 
FA Cup would not be 
returning to the Merseyside. 
However, in one of the great 
comebacks of any FA Cup 
final, in the 59th minute 
Trebilcock scored for Everton, 
and then doubled his personal 
tally to see Everton draw 
level. With the game in the 
balance a long ball out of 
defence by the Merseysiders 
was poorly controlled by 
Young and this left Temple on 
goal. He converted with ease 
and the FA Cup went to 
Everton. 

Manchester United had lost 
in the semi-final stages of the 
European Cup to Partizan 
Beograd. In the Fairs Cup 
Chelsea lost at the same stage, 
this time to Barcelona. Also 
out went Leeds in the semi- 
finals, to Real Zaragoza. West 
Ham were the fourth English 
side to tumble out of Europe 


20 


’ 


in the semi-final stage, losing 
to Borussia Dortmund in the 
Cup Winners Cup. 

The only British side to go 
through to a final were 
Liverpool, who took out 
Glasgow Celtic in the semis, 
despite being a goal down 
after the first-leg. The Final 
was held at Hampden Park 
with Dortmund opening the 
scoring in the 62nd minute. 

Hunt equalised for 
Liverpool six minutes later, 
but in extra-time Liburda 


In 46 games the club 
conceded a record 165 goals! 
They decided to quit the 
league after just three seasons, 

Yeovil time took home the 
Southern League Cup for a 
record fourth time after 
defeating Guildford City 2-1 
over the two legged final. 

Up in Scotland’s First 
Division, it returned to what 
was seen by many as 
normality as Celtic and 
Rangers chased the title. The 
green and whites finished with 


undefeated at home. They also 
played Rangers in the Final of 
the League Cup after getting 
past Hibs in the semi-finals 


Division Two champions 
were Ayr United, with Airdrie 
also winning promotion (at the 
first attempt). Forfar Athletic 


scored for the German side 


their noses ahead, two points 
thus giving them the Cup 


clear. Reigning champions 


Winners Cup. Kilmamock finished third, but 
The Southern League top ten points behind second- 
flight crown went to placed Rangers. 


Weymouth, with Chelmsford 
City runners-up three points 
adrift. The four teams to go 
down were Dartford, Rugby, 
Tonbridge and Margate, 
Barnet won the newly 
expanded First Division (on 
the first attempt after joining 
from the Athenian League) 
and were promoted alongside 
Hillingdon, Burton Albion, 
and Bath City. Deal Town 
finished bottom of the League. 


Celtic meanwhile scored 
106 goals and conceded only 
30 in 34 games, and also went 


DIVISION 1 
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DIVISION 2 


Manchester C 59, Southampton 54, Coventry C 53, Huddersfield T 
51, Bristol C 51, Wolves 50, Rotherham U 46, Derby Co 43, Bolton W 
41, Birmingham C 41, Crystal P 41, Portsmouth 40, Norwich C 39, 
ICarlisle U 39, Ipswich T 39, Charlton A 38, Preston NE 37, Plymouth 
|A 37, Bury 35, Cardiff C 34, Middlesbrough 33, Leyton O 23. 


DIVISION 3 


Hull C 69, Millwall 65, QPR 57, Scunthorpe U 53, Workington 52, 
|Gillingham 52, Swindon T 51, Reading 51, Walsall 50, Shrewsbury 49, 
|Grimsby T 47, Watford 47, Peterboro’ U 46, Oxford U 46, Brighton & 
HA 43, Bristol R 42, Swansea T 41, Bournemouth 38, Mansfield T 38, 
|Oldiam A 37, Southend U 36, Exeter C 35, Brentford 32, York C. 


DIVISION 4 


Doncaster R 59, Darlington 59, Torquay U 58, Colchester U 56, 
Tranmere R 56, Luton T 56, Chester 52, Notts Co 50, Newport Co 48, 
(Southport 48, Bradford 47, Barrow 47, Stockport Co 42, Crewe A 41. 
‘Halifax T 41, Barnsley 40, Aldershot 40, Hartlepools U 40, Port Vale 
139, Chesterfield 39, Rochdale 37, Lincoln C 37, Bradford C 37, 
| Wrexham 35. 
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(Rangers defeating 
Kilmarnock at the same 
stage), The game went to 
Celtic by two goals to one. 


finished bottom of the 
ivision, 

The semi-finals of the 
Scottish FA Cup saw 
Aberdeen and Rangers draw 
,0-0, whilst Celtic were 
knocking two unanswered 
goals past Dunfermline. The 
replay on March 29 saw 
Rangers set up yet another 
meeting with their main rivals 
by defeating Aberdeen 2-1 at 
Hampden Park. 

Up to the Final, the record 
for the season between the 
green and blue halves of 
Glasgow read: Celtic two 
wins, Rangers one win. The 
Final ended in a 0-0 draw so 
four days later the teams met 
for the fifth time that season, 
Rangers won that one by 1-0 
to take the Scottish FA Cup. 

For Celtic winning this 
championship would lead to 
one of their greatest, if not 
their greatest, hour ever the 
following season. 


Back in Division One, 
Hamilton were having a 
dismal season and finished 
last. Also down went Morton 
after not quite catching St 
Mirren at the last hurdle. They 
would have to haye beaten 
Celtic at home on the last day, 
but lost 2-0, 

St Mirren had got a point 
from their last game of the 
season, at Love Street versus 
Hearts. Stirling Albion missed 
‘out on the yo-yo again by just 
five points. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 


Weymouth 57, Chelmsford City 54, Hereford United 52, Bedford 
Town 52, Wimbledon 50, Cambridge City 49, Romford 48, Worcester 
City 48, Yeovil Town 45, Cambridge United 45, King’s Lynn 43, 
Corby Town 41, Wellington Town 39, Nuneaton Borough 38, 
Folkestone Town 37, Guildford City 36, Poole ‘Town 35, Cheltenham} 
Town 35, Dartford 33, Rugby Town 32, Tonbridge 28, Margate 26. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 


Barnet 69, Hillingdon Borough 64, Burton Albion 64, Bath City 63, 
Hastings United 60, Wisbech Town 59, Canterbury City 58, Stevenage 
‘Town 55, Kettering Town 53, Merthyr Tydfil 50, Dunstable Town 44, 
Crawley Town 44, Bexley United 44, Trowbridge Town 43, Dover 42, 
Barry Town 42, Gravesend & Northflect 41, Gloucester City 40, 
Sittingbourne 34, Ramsgate Athletic 33, Hinckley Athletic 32, 
‘Tunbridge Wells Rangers 32, Ashford Town 28, Deal Town 10. 


OTLAND 
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DIVISION 2 


Ayr U 53, Airdrie 50, Queen of South 47, Bast Fife 44, Raith R 43,} 
Arbroath 43, Albion R 43, Alloa 38, Montrose 37, Cowdenbeath 37, 
Berwick R 35, Dumbarton 35, Queen’s Park 33, T Lanark 32, Stranraer] 
28, Brechin C27, E Stirling 23, Stenhousemuir 19, Forfar A 17. 


Compiled by Micky Brock 
SHEARER LIKE A 
MULLET! 


lan Shearer protested his innocence as he faced 
the prospect of becoming the first England cap- 
tain to be hauled before an FA disciplinary tribunal. 

As the outcry mounted after he apparently kicked 
Leicester's Neil Lennon in the face, the FA insisted it 
would wait for referee Martin Bodenham’s report before 
deciding whether to take any action. 

Endless television replays suggest, however, that the 
kick was so blatant that the FA cannot ignore the inci- 
dent. 

Eyen Shearer, only weeks from leading England in 
the World Cup, admitted that TV evidence contradicted 
his assertion that any contact he made with the Leicester 
defender was purely accidental, 

He said: “I have now seen the television pictures of 
the incident and I am amazed how bad it looks by com- 
parison to what actually happened. 

“| was brought down by Neil Lennon over by the 
touchline and we both fell clumsily. As I tried to get to 


Alan Shearer 


my feet I had to really tug my left foot free and the 
momentum of doing this looked on television like a 
Kick, 

“It certainly wasn't and the fact that Neil is virtually 
unmarked confirms this, If I did accidentally catch him, 
I certainly did not mean to. I would never deliberately 
try to hurt a fellow professional.” 

If the FA consults the video evidence and disagrees 
with Shearer’s version of events, it can suspend him 
even though he was not sent-off. 


Kenny Dalglish: Shearer is “easy prey” for 
critics 


However, there is no chance of any ban ruling him 
‘out of Newcastle’s FA Cup Final clash with Arsenal on 
May 16. Suspensions do not come into force until two 
weeks after they are imposed, to give players time to 
reply. 

‘The FA were still waiting for Bodenham’s report, so 
there is no chance of them taking the matter further 
before the cut-off date for the Cup Final. 

Shearer found himself deeper in the mire after 


Tottenham manager Christian Gross said that the 
Newcastle striker had broken defender Ramon Vega’s 
‘nose two minutes into their match at White Hart Lane. 

Gross said: “Shearer broke Vega's nose with his 
elbow and Ramon had to play the whole game with the 
injury. 1 cannot say if it was deliberate but it was a 
heavy challenge, Shearer is a very physical player and a 
very clever player. He uses his body well and protects 
the ball very well. He is a big player and a star player.” 

David Ginola, who accused Shearer of kicking him 
from behind, was also back on the attack, claiming the 
England skipper consistently escapes red cards because 
of his stature in the game, The beleaguered Shearer did 
find a couple of allies, however. Leicester defender Matt 
Elliott said people were making a meal out of the inci- 
dent because of Shearer's involvement, while Newcastle 
manager Kenny Dalglish predictably leaped to the 
defence of his star player. 

Dalglish said Shearer was “easy prey” for critics jeal- 
ous of his success. He added: “It happens to anybody 
who does well at football. They end up getting criticism 
which is difficult to justify and certainly doesn’t carry 
much truth. 

“Shearer only wants to be treated as an equal. He 
does not want to be given preferential treatment but he 
also does not want to be punished for who he is. 

“It’s the normal thing for a good player to be given a 
bit of stick when he goes to another ground. It is a com- 
pliment. It does not seem to have any effect on Alan. 
T’ve never seen him do anything that is going to deliber- 
ately hurt anyone. 

“T’ve seen him being competitive but I've never seen 
him do anything vindictive. In the latest incident the two 
of them just fell. There was no malice in it. There did 
not seem any intent on Alan's part. It’s not the first time 
he has been criticised and it’s not the first time people 
have been wrong.” 

Lennon himself did not want Shearer to be punished. 
He said: “He is under severe pressure. It's bound to get 
to him sometimes. 

“T've seen the replay and it looked a bit naughty. My 
nose was bleeding after the game and it’s a bit sore now. 

“T don’t think there would have been such a fuss if it 
had been somebody other than Shearer. If the tef doesn’t 
see it, you just have to get on with it.” 

However, the incident has damaged the image of 
England's World Cup spearhead, who must be reflecting 
that former Newcastle vice-chairman Douglas Hall's 
description of him as a whiter-than-white ‘Mary 
Poppins’ figure was not so bad after all. 

He has been accused by Leeds manager George 
Graham of manhandling rival striker Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink; Barnsley defenders complained that he 
over-reacted to challenges in their FA Cup tie in which 
Adrian Moses was sent off; and now he has clashed with 
‘Vega, Ginola and Lennon in the space of a week. 

If the FA finds Shearer guilty of ill-discipline, he 
would have to play in the World Cup Finals with the 
shadow of a ban hanging over him. 


NEW DEAL FOR 
MCMANAMAN 


iverpool manager Roy Evans hopes to make his 
/biggest signing this summer without dipping into 
his $30m transfer kitty. 

He is optimistic that England forward Steve 
McManaman will agree a new contract to stay at 
Anfield and end the uncertainty about his future after a 
season in which he has been linked to Barcelona and 
other top European clubs. 


Evans said: “Steve said he would make a decision at 
the end of the season so we will talk then. It is impor- 
tant. We want him to stay. We have said that from day 
‘one and that’s not changed. Ideally, we don’t want it to 
go on into next season.” 

‘McManaman’s present contract runs to the summer 


of 1999 and the worry for Liverpool is that under the 
Bosman ruling the 26-year-old will then be free to leave 
without a transfer fee if he does not re-sign. 

That concern was expressed last August when the 
club explained why they had accepted a $24m offer 
from Barcelona for McManaman, although the deal did 
not materialise when the Spaniards bought the Brazilian 
Rivaldo from Deportivo La Coruna, 

Eyans, however, believes McManaman will continue 
to figure in his plans. He said: “I am still optimistic. 
Steve has had a fantastic season. Nobody could accuse 
him of being half-hearted. His efforts have been tremen- 
dous.” 


BAZZA v MOTTY: 
WORLD CUP 
SHOWDOWN 


azza and Le Tiss are not the only English pair in 
‘competition for a place at the World Cup finals. 
Bazza and Motty are on trial for the big game. 

Barry Davies and John Motson are both guaranteed 
their seats on Niall Sloane's BBC commentary team at 
the opening rounds, unlike Paul Gascoigne and Matthew 
Le Tissier in Glenn Hoddle’s more active squad, 

But the soccer commentators were told that they 
would be on trial during the first phase of World Cup 
games for the seats they both most want — commentat- 
ing on the Final in Paris. 

Sloane, BBC's World Cup editor, will sit with Bob 
Shennan, head of BBC Sport Production, and Jonathan 
Martin, Controller of Sport, to decide between the two 
after watching their performances in the first round. 

“It’s how the best teams are chosen,” said Sloane. 
“But it's a very fine judgment at the end of the day. 
Different commentators bring different things to the 
table.” 

And if viewers want a say in the issue, BBC is estab- 
lishing an Email, along with a web-site, where they will 
be able to send their comments, which will be passed 
‘onto the team. 

Motson will commentate on 10 games in the opening 
group matches including two England games. Davies 
has 11 games in which to impress including the opening 
game between Scotland and Brazil. Other games will be 
done by Tony Gubba and World Cup debutant Jon 
Champion. 

Their rivalry for the top job came to public attention 
four years ago. Motson had commentated on the Final in 
1982, 1986 and 1990 but was told four days before the 
1994 Final that Davies had the job in Pasadena. He flew 
back the next day and watched the game on television in 
his lounge. : 


RANGERS’ $10M MOVE 
FOR ARGENTINE 


angers have entered the bidding for Argentinian 
international Javier Zanetti, and could pay up to 
$10 million for the Internazionale star. 

The Ibrox club, also chasing Georgian striker Archil 
Arveladze, have been credited with an inferest in Zanetti 
by senior sources at the San Siro. 

The right-sided midfielder, who has played in every 
Serie A fixture for Inter since his $2.5 million summer 
moye from Argentinian side Banfeeld, is under contract 
until June 2001. 

But the 24-year-old is considered expendable, and is 
likely to be among the players to suffer in the summer 
purge which will follow Inter’s near-certain failure to 
land the Scudetto. 

Inter insiders revealed that Rangers have already 
expressed a willingness to pay between $8-10m for 
Zanetti. 

Arveladze, meanwhile, would cost the Scots around 
$4 million following an impressive season with NAC 
Breda. 
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The Dutch club’s chairman, John Peek, said: “We 
now about the interest from Rangers, and it is possible 
that we could deal with them. But he is a very good 
player, important to the team, and he will not be cheap.” 

The forward, twin brother of Ajax star Shota 
Arveladze, has scored 10 of Breda’s 36 goals this season 
and caught new Rangers boss Dick Advocaat’s eye very 
early this season, starring in a 3-3 draw with PSV 
Eindhoven. 

Of more immediate concern to Rangers is a hamstring 
injury to influential midfielder Jonas Thern, 

The Swede is likely to miss the final two league 
games of this dramatic campaign, and could be a doubt 
for the Scottish Cup final on May 16, 

Departing Ibrox hero Jan Durrant, meanwhile, has 
revealed that he is ready for a move to England — not 
America. 

Fresh from picking up $600,000 from his testimonial, 
Durrant said: “I would rather move out of Scotland 
because I wouldn’t fancy coming back and playing 
against Rangers. 

“T'ye had an offer from San Jose and Boston, and 
America is still a possibility. But a move down south is 
looking more likely at the moment.” 

Rangers revealed a 15 per cent increase in season 
ticket prices for next season, but countered the price rise 
by including tickets for all home ties in the League and 
Scottish Cup, and the first home European match, to the 
standard league book. 


SCOTS GO FOR 
YOUTH 


lop flight reserve football will be replaced by an 

U/21 league from next season, as part of a two- 
pronged youth initiative which will also force first 
teams to name two youngsters among an extended 
list of five substitutes. 

Scottish Premiership chairmen are expected to ratify 
the radical plans from their own football working group 
within the week, as teams move to cut senior squads and 
place a new emphasis on young talent. 

The U/21 league will replace the existing Premier 
Reserve League, although the 30 remaining SFL clubs 
intend to continue with their regionalised second-team 
set-ups, 

Under the new rules, clubs will be allowed to field up 
to three over-age outfield players, in order to give squad 
members or first-team members coming back from 
injury match practice, and an over-age goalkeeper. 

Even more encouraging for young players, however, 
are new proposals to increase the number of substitutes 
from three to five. Teams must include a keeper on the 
bench, and two of the outfield subs must be U/21. 

One club insider explained: “The idea of the substi- 
tute ruling is, like the new youth league, to promote 
young players. If, for instance, a team are winning by 
two or three goals, the coach can put on his youngsters 
to give them a taste of first-team football without a lot of 

soure. 

“The fact that there will be another two, probably 
more experienced, subs to choose from also means the 
coach isn’t losing an option if things aren't going for his 
team, and he wants to put on someone who is more able 
to settle the side, 

“The U/21 league idea has come about because teams 
will be cutting their senior squads anyway, and one of 
the stated aims of the new Premiership is to promote 
youth development,” 

Premiership spokesman Chris Robinson admitted: 
“Scrapping the reserve league is certainly a possibility 
we are discussing at the moment,” 


PLAYERS’ PLAYER 
bee McNamara became the first Scot in five 
years to win the SPFA Player-of-the-Year award. 

McNamara won the poll of his fellow professionals, 
edging out Celtic team-mate Craig Burley with Steve 
Fulton and Marco Negri also short-listed. 

He is the first native to win since Andy Goram in 
1993 with Mark Hateley, Brian Laudrup, Paul 
Gascoigne and Paolo di Canio the intervening recipients. 

McNamara was thrilled to emulate Parkhead stars 
like Charlie Nicholas and Paul McStay in collecting 
both SPFA awards. “I yoted for Alex Cleland as I felt 
he'd done well but it could have been any one of my 
team-mates,” he said, with rules preventing players 
backing a club-mate. 

“Craig Burley was in with a great shout and it might 
have been Larsson, Stubbs or Gould. It’s a tremendous 
honour and I am thrilled.” 

McNamara insists he’s shaken off injuries and has 
“no doubts” about his fitness for France 98 if selected by 
Craig Brown. 

Hearts defeader Gary Naysmith won the Young 
Player-of-the-Year title — even though he's played only 
14 Premier games. 
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By Joe Russo 


JUVENTUS CLINCH 
SCUDETTO 


pl Fes look certain to have clinched their 25th 
championship after their 1-0 win at the Delle Alpi 
Stadium in Turin over Inter. 

As for the game itself, well, a very poor showcase of 
Serie A football is probably its best description. Once 
again refereeing controversy grabbed all the headlines. 

However, suggestions by some sections of the Italian 
media that referees tend to favour Juventus are surely 
unfounded. Sure, recently Juve have received some 
favourable decisions, but to even suggest that referees 
favour them is complete nonsense. Over the course of 
the season, both good and bad decisions tend to even 
themselves out, That’s the nature of football! 


WORLD CUP BONUS: 
HALF A MILLION! 


hould the ‘Azzurri’ win the World Cup in France 

Jeach player has been promised a bonus of about 
$4500,000 each. A staggering amount, but obviously 
one the Italian Football Federation can afford. 

Tt is an indication of just how much World Cup 
means to Italy, 


DEL PIERO STAYS AT 
JUVE 


ecent reports have linked Italian star Alessandro 

Del Piero to both Lazio and Manchester Utd. 
According to leading English newspaper, ‘The 
Times’, Man Utd are prepared to offer 28 million 
pounds for the player. Reports in Italy have linked 
Del Piero to Lazio, also for a staggering amount. 

The reality 1s that Del Piero is linked contractually 
until the year 2000 to Juventus. So while Juve have sold 
some of their best players in recent years, Baggio, 
Vialli, Vieri and Ravenelli amongst others, Del Piero 
will not be joining this list. The club rightly believes, 
that players such as Del Piero don’t come around too 
often, therefore he is worth holding onto - especially 
since he is under contract. 


BIERHOFF AND BOKSIC 
TO MILAN? 


‘dinese’s star German striker Oliver Bierhoff 
looks certain to join AC Milan next year. His 
outstanding form for the little club in recent years, 
means that this could well be the ‘buy of the season’ 
for AC Milan. 
Milan will be losing Dutch striker Patrick Kluivert 
and possibly even George Weah — the former FIFA 


George Weah ... eyes on another club? 


World Player-of-the-Year. 

Furthermore, interest is brewing in Lazio’s Croatian 
striker Allen Boksic, Boksic, who recently had a falling 
out with Lazio coach Syen Goran Eriksson. Milan are 
said to be most interested in his services, while other 
Teports are eyen saying that the deal has been done. 

Tt is not the first time Boksic has had a major 
disagreement with a coach. He left Lazio the first time 


when he fell out with then coach Zdenek Zeman, and 
last year left Juventus after falling out with coach 
Marcello Lippi. 

His move to Milan will be most interesting. Their 
coach Fabio Capello has a reputation, second fo none, as 
a disciplinarian. In short, it is either Capello's way or its 
no way! 

Furthermore, Boksic’s move may have been aided by 
the fact that Lazio has also signed Chilean Marcelo 
Salas for next year with Pierluigi Casiraghi and Roberto 
Mancini also there, it would be impossible to use all 
four strikers, 


LAZIO ON STOCK 
EXCHANGE 


lowing the example of a number of Premier 
League clubs such as Man Utd and Newcastle 
Utd, Lazio are the first Italian club to actually be 
floated on the stock exchange. 
Lazio have had a commendable season this year and 
it should be even better next with the arrival of Salas. 
‘The price per share will be 5,900 lira each, approx $AS. 


LAZIO WIN ITALIAN CUP 
owing last Wednesday night’s game at the 
Olympic Stadium in Rome, where Lazio defeated 
AC Milan 3-1, it means that for the first time in 40 
years the Roman club has lifted the trophy. 

Tis the end of the season for a very disappointing 
Milan as Lazio will represent Italy in the Cup Winner's 
Cup next year, 

Milan had won the first game 1-0 at the San Siro but 
lose 3-2 overall on aggregate, 


TRAPATTONI TO 
FIORENTINA? 


mer Juyentus and Inter and current coach of 
Bayern Munich Giovani Trapattoni has been 
reportedly linked to Fiorentina. 

Tt is no secret that he will be leaving the German 
giants but his choice of Fiorentina would seem 
somewhat strange. 

For a man who has done just about all in football, it 
appeared that a couple of weeks ago he was waiting for 
his opportunity to coach the Italian national side, 

Indeed for Fiorentina it would be a big coup to lure 
Trapathuni to Florence. This will be one worth 
monitoring closely. 


MORE ITALIANS TO THE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Mx Italians look set to join clubs in the Premier 
eague next season. Parma and Italian 

idfielder Dino Baggio has been offered a contract 
by London giants Chelsea. He could join Vialli, Zola 
and Di Matteo already at the club, 

And Inter and national team player Luigi Santor may 
team up with Aussie Mark Bosnich and the Brummies 
of Aston Villa. 


CAR SPONSORS 
COLLIDE IN TURIN 


EE will have American giants Nike making their 
new outfits for next season. This will end a long 
association with Umbro - in fact Umbro still had one 
year left on their contract. 

Nike is reportesdly paying around $A10 million per 
season for the next ten years. Some outlay and one Inter 
couldn't resist. 

Juventus look set to part company with their major 
sponsor Sony with Japanese motor vehicle giants Nissan 
look set to fill the void. 

Nissan and Juventus could indeed make an 
interesting combination. Does not Juventus already have 
a very close affiliation, via the Agnelli family, with 
FIAT motor car corporation?? 


Udinese v Atalanta 
Juventus v Bologna 
Lazio v Fiorentina 


Milan v Parnia 
Piacenza v Roma 
Empoli v Vicenza 
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ITALY 


Juventus moved to within a 
single victory of their 25th Italian 
championship on Sunday with a 0-0 
draw at Vicenza. 

With second-placed Inter Milan 
missing the chance to close the 
four-point gap at the top of Serie A 
with a scoreless draw at home to 
Piacenza, Juye need only to defeat 
Bologna this Sunday to clinch the 
title. 

After poor refereeing denied 
Inter a penalty in their 1-0 defeat at 
Juventus last week, the Milan side 
were again left to rue a 
controversial decision. 

In the 88th minute Uruguayan 
Alvaro Recoba’s free kick appeared 
to rebound off an outstretched arm 
in Piacenza’s defensive wall inside 
the area. But the referee waved play 
on. 
Inter’s draw means the club will 
at least finish second, guaranteeing 
a place in mext season's 
Champions’ League. 

German Oliver Bierhoff’s 24th 
goal of the season brought Udinese 
42-1 victory at relegated Napoli 
that lifts his club into third place, 
ahead of UEFA Cup finalists Lazio 
who were beaten 1-0 at Lecce. 

AS Roma, 5-0 winners over AC 
Milan, and Parma, who drew 2-2 at 
home against 10-man Sampdoria, 
guaranteed themselves UEFA Cup 
places next season, 


Atalanta 2 Bari 
Fiorentina 5 Brescia 
Bologna 2 Empoli 
Vicenza Juventus 
Roma Milan 

Inter Piacenza 
Parma Sampdoria 2 
Napoli Udinese 3 
Lecce Lazio 0 


Juventus 
Inter 
Udinese 
Lazio 
Parma 
Roma 
Fiorentina 
Sampdoria 8 1151 52 47 
Bologna 12.9 $1 42 45 
Milan 10 1136 40 43 
Vicenza 9 1433 55 36 
Empoli 7 1646 52 34 
Bari 7 1626 42 34 
Piacenza 15 1123 34 33 
Atalanta 10 15.24 46 31 
Brescia 8 1740 61 29 
Lecce 7 1930 68 25 
Napoli 32 2 7 2322 72 13 
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BELGIUM 


‘The Belgian first division match 
between Lokeren and Antwerp was 
abandoned 18 minutes from time 
when about 150 fans of relegation- 
doomed Antwerp invaded the pitch 
and briefly clashed with police. 

‘The Antwerp supporters tore off 
advertising panels and threw them 
at police. 

The police cleared the pitch soon 
afterwards but said they could no 
longer guarantee players’ safety 
and advised the referee to abandon 
the game. 

Lokeren, who were leading 2-1 
when play was halted, are in the 
Tunning for a UEFA Cup place for 
next season and are expected to be 
awarded a 5-0 victory by the 


Belgian soccer union, officials said. 
Second-from-bottom RWD. 
Molenbeek will accompany 
Antwerp to the second division 
after a 1-1 draw with Charleroi. 

With one more round to be 
played, RWD Molenbeek are four 
points behind Beveren, who held 
third-placed Germinal Ekeren 1-1 
thanks to a late penalty by Dutch 
second-half substitute Remco 
Torken. 

‘A 68th-minute own goal by Alex 
Pastoor gave Anderlecht a precious 
1-0 victory over Harelbeke. 

Anderlecht leapfrogged over 
Harelbeke into fourth position but 
may still miss a place in European 
competition next season. 

They face a one-season ban from 
European competition following a 
bribery scandal related to a 1984 
UEFA Cup semifinal match against 
Nottingham Forest, 


HOLLAND 


Runners-up PSV Eindhoven 
came back twice at home against 
Groningen to score half a dozen 
goals and secure second spot 
overall for a place in next year’s 
European Champions’ league. 

The 6-2 victory pushed 
Groningen to 17th and they most 
play off with number 16, RKC 
Waalwijk or MVV Maastricht, and 
six second division teams for two 
spots in the top division, Volendam 
were already relegated. 

Mariano Bombarda opened the 
score for Groningen in the second 
minute due to a misunderstanding 
in the PSV defence, for whom the 
world’s most expensive defender 
Jaap Stam was missing due to a 
muscle injury. 

Lue Nilis made it 1-1 from a 
free kick in the 10th minute and 
three minutes later Erwin Koeman, 
who will become coach of PSV's 
reserves next season, did the same 
for 2-1, 

After the half-time break PSV 
got better in the match and scored 
five times as they made it all look 
easy. 
Nilis, Boudewijn Zenden twice, 
Peter Moller and Mare Degryse 
made it onto the score sheet. 

Ajax Amsterdam, with the 
Dutch championship already sewn 
up, won 8-1 away at Graafschap 
Doetinchem. South African Benni 
scored a hat-trick, Jari Litmanen 
had two and goalkeeper Edwin van 
der Sar scored the last goal from a 
penalty, the first goal of his career. 

Vitesse Arnhem and Feyenoord 
fought out who would become 
third overall. With a 2-1 victory 
Vitesse, who have not lost a home 
match since October 1996, won 
that battle. 

Dutch topscorer Nikos Machlas 
opened the score with his 34th of 
the season. 

With one game to go Machlas 
has already beaten the old record of 
top-scoring foreigner in the Dutch 
league of 30 goals, set by Swede 
Ove Kindvall some 29 years ago 
and equalled by Ronaldo in the 
1994-95 season, 

Marko Perovic made it 2-0, but 
after the break Feyenoord almost 
performed a similar Houdini act as 
last week when they drew 3-3 away 
at PSV Eindhoven after being 3-0 
down at half-time. 

Bonaventure Kalou made it 2-1 
in the 58th minute, but despite a 
few good chances Feyenoord did 
not manage an equaliser. 
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SPAIN 


Brazilian midfielder Juninho 
played his first game after three 
months out with a broken leg but 
was unable to stop Atletico Madrid 
suffering a disastrous 2-1 defeat at 
Mallorca. 

The result left Atletico in serious 
danger of missing out on European 
action next season. They are 
eighth, three points adrift of 
Spain’s last UEFA Cup place with 
two games left to play. 

Real Madrid played Real 
Zaragoza on Monday, after losing 
second place - and a shot at the 
European Cup - to Athletic Bilbao, 
3-0 winners over Oviedo. 

A Veljko Paunovic strike put 
Atletico Madrid ahead at Mallorca. 

But Mallorca recovered well 
after the dramatic Cup final defeat 
by Barcelona, and hit back through 
Pepe Galvez just before the break. 

From there it was all downhill 
for the visitors, 

Atletico coach Radomir Antic 
said he felt Juninho ‘lacked 
rhythm’, and substituted him at 
half-time, Antic also took off 
Christian Vieri, who gestured to 
the Serbian as he walked off. 

Antic said he would decide what 
action to take against the Italian 
striker when he had seen a video of 
the game. 

To make things worse for 
Atletico, there were victories for 
four of the sides ahead of them in 
the table, 

Athletic Bilbao ensured their 
UEFA Cup place after going ahead 
against Oviedo through a goal that 
Jose Ziganda appeared to score 
with his hand, 

“It’s pretty difficult for Real 
Madrid to trip up,” said 
international midfielder Julen 
Guerrero when asked about 
Athletic’s chance of reaching the 
European Cup. 

“But reaching the UEFA is nice 
in our centenary year.” 

Athletic led Real Madrid by one 
point, with three other teams one 
point behind, amongst them 
Mallorca. 

Real Betis recovered from a 
Winston Bogarde goal midway 
through the first half to beat 
runaway champions Barcelona 3-1, 

Striker Alfonso Perez got the 
first with a header that showed up 
the weaknesses of substitute 
goalkeeper Vitor Baia, 

Nigerian winger Finidi George 
scored the other two in a fine 
performance that will give Betis 
confidence for their last game of 
the season, in the Santiago 
Bernabeu stadium against Real 
Madrid. 

Real Sociedad’s Darko 
Kovacevic missed a penalty for the 
second time in a week, but his side 
had no problems in a 2-0 victory 
over Sporting Gijon. 

The only leading side to slip 
were Celta Vigo. 

Celta’s Moises Garcia scored a 
controversial penalty on the stroke 
of time to share the points in a 
thrilling 3-3 draw with neighbours 
Compostela, while a late goal also 
earned Racing a yaluable point in 
the 1-1 draw against Espanyol. 

The strike from Racing's Jose 
Felix Guerrer strike was being 
billed as the 50,000th goal in the 
Spanish first division, 

It was also-a good day for Cup 
giant killers Alaves, The second 
division leaders guaranteed 
themselves a place in the first 
division next season for the first 
time in 41 years. 
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LOPEZ STUNS MARACANA 


jE scored a memorable win 
over old rivals Brazil, winning 1-0 
‘at the Maracana stadium to hand the 
defending world champions their first 
home defeat since 1992. 

Striker Claudio Lopez stunned a near- 
100,000. crowd in the 84th minute with a 
superb goal, collecting the ball near the 
corner flag, beating Junior Baiano, 
homing in on goalkeeper Taffarel and 
then firing the ball into the roof of the net, 

‘The initially hostile Brazilian crowd, 
whose team were playing their last full 
international before the World Cup, 
greeted the goal with unexpected 
applause. 


Argentina deserved the win, having 
‘enjoyed the better of most of the game 
and keeping Brazil’s dreaded Ronaldo- 
Romario strike force under wraps 
throughout, 


A Paulista (Sao Paulo state) 
championship semi-final ended in chaos, 
at the weekend, when Corinthians 
overcame Portuguesa with a hugely 
controversial last-gasp penalty awarded 
by Argentine referee Javier Castelli, 

Underdogs Portuguesa were one 
minute from the final when the penalty 
was awarded for handball against 
Portuguesa defender Cesar. Television 
replays appeared to show Cesar used his 
chest to control the ball, 

Portuguesa players protested so 
vigorously that three of them — 
Carlinhos, Augusto and Cesar — were 
sent-off and there was a five minute delay 
before the penalty was converted by 
Colombian international Freddy Rincon. 

‘The goal gave Corinthians a 2-2 draw 
in the secon-leg and put them in the final 
(having the better overall record in the 
tournament after last weekend’s first 
game had ended ina 1-1 draw). 

Corinthians had also scored their first 
goal from a controversial penalty, 
awarded fora foul off the ball. 

‘When the game ended, Castrilli had to 
be escorted from the field by a cordon of 
police to protect him from furious 
Portuguesa players and officials. 

Several Portuguesa players wept 
uncontrollably at the end. 

The Paulista federation has taken to 
using foreign referees for some games 
because clubs complain so often about 
local officials. 

Corinthians, who had Marcelinho 
Carioca sent-off in the second-half, will 
meet Sao Paulo in the final, Sao Paulo 
scored three times in the first 20 minutes 
in their 3-1 win over Palmeiras as they 
won their tie 5-2 on aggregate. 

In the Carioca (Rio de Janeiro state) 
championship, Flamengo and Botafogo 
drew 3-3 in a thriller but the meeting of 
the two traditional rivals attracted only 
4,800 fans to the 120,000-capacity 
Maracana stadium, 

Brazil internationals Bebeto and 
Goncalves were among the scorers for 
Botafogo. 
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Brazil's best effort had come shortly 
before Argentina’s winner, when Ronaldo 
burst through the Argentina defence but 
was thwarted when goalkeeper German 


Romario .. could not see a way 
through Argentina's defence. 


Burgos stuck out his leg to stop him going 
past. 
In another friendly, a lacklustre Chile 
needed a last-minute goal by Claudio 
Nunez to overcome Lithuania 1-0 in a 
World Cup warm-up match last week. 

Nunez scored following a 90th minute 
comer, but his late strike was not enough 
to spare Chile, who have qualified for the 
World Cup for the first time since 1982, 
from being jeered off by a sparse 7,000 
crowd, Lithuania have not qualified for 
France. 


Vasco da Gama lead the third stage of 
the championship with maximum points 
from their two games after a 3-1 win over 
Friburgense. They also won the second 
stage and will take the title automatically 
if they win the third stage, 


MEXICO 


Police used teargas to control fans 
protesting at a goal as Atlas lost 2-1 at 
home to Necaxa in the first-leg of their 
Mexican Summer championship semi- 
final, 

“The fans and the Atlas players claimed 
Alex Aguinaga and Sergio Vazquez were 
offside in the move which led to Hugo 
Castillo’s 47th minute winner. 

Referee Armando Archundia also sent- 
off Atlas coach Ricardo Lavolpe, 
Necaxa’s Jose Manoel Torre and booked 
eight players. 

‘In the other game Toluca beat America 
1-0 at home with a goal by Enrique 
Alfaro. 

The Summer is the second of two 
championships in the Mexican season. 


CHILE 

Deportes Temuco crashed to a 9-0 
defeat against Palestino after being forced 
to field a youth team. Their professionals 
refused to play because they had still not 
been paid February's wages. 

Last year, the Chilean championship 
was twice interrupted when the players 
went on strike in protest, mainly over 
poor working conditions and late 


payments. 

Colo Colo and Universidad de Chile 
scored from controversial penalties as 
they drew 1-1 in a clash between two of 
the tournaments’ favourites. 

Colo Colo, who had won their first 
three games, stayed top of the 
championship, one point ahead of 
Concepion and Rangers. 


ARGENTINA 
Argentina’s most popular club, Boca 
Juniors, who have become used to mid- 
table mediocrity since they last won a title 
in 1991, were in another crisis after losing 


Chile, without foreign-based strikers 
Ivan Zamorano, Marcelo Salas and 
playmaker JoseLuis Sierra, used the 
maich to test some less experienced 
players. 

Chile created two good chances in the 
first-half, the first a free-kick from right- 
back Pablo Galdamez which flew 
narrowly wide and the second a shot by 
Mauricio Aros which struck the post. 

Afier the break, they were restricted to 
‘a few fairly harmless long-range efforts 
until Nunez’ late goal. 

Meanwhile thousands of Barcelona 
fans thronged the city's Plaza San Jaume 
for the second time in two weeks to 
welcome home the Spanish Cup winners. 

Barcelona beat Mallorca on penalties 
in Wednesday's final last week to 
complete their first league and Cup 
double in 39 years. 

“We're here again as the best team in 
the world. Long live Barcelona, long live 
Catalonia,” said Rivaldo, who scored the 
Barcelona goal in the I-1 draw. 

The players appeared on the balcony of 
the Town Hall, but the celebrations were 
preceded by a training session ordered by 
taskmaster coach Louis van Gaal, who 
delighted fans by speaking in the Catalan 
language. 


4-1 to Ferro Carril Oeste. 

Martin Palermo gave Boca an early 
lead but a hat-trick by Diego Bustos and a 
fourth goal by Carlos Jaque caused an 
early exodus of the Boca Juniors faithful, 
whose team slumped to13th in the table. 

Velez Sarsfield stayed top of the 
Clausura championship after a 1-1 draw 
against River Plate who rested their top 
players for a South American 
Libertadores Cup match. 

Deportivo Espanol won their first 
match at the 13th attempt as they 
overcame fellow strugglers Union 1-0. 

The Clausura (closing) is the second of 
two championships played during the 
Argentine season. 

River Plate won this year's Apertura 
(opening) championship, as well as both 
titles last season. Sunday's draw left them 
10 points behind Velez with only six 
matches to play. 


URUGUAY 


Nacional, who had won their first four 
games, slipped up for the second 
successive week as they were beaten 1-0 
by unrated Bella Vista. 

They still lead the Apertura, the first 
stage of the Uruguayan championship, but 
only on goal difference from Bella Vista 
and arch-rivals Penarol who beat 
Wanderers 2-1. 

Penarol are aiming to win their sixth 
consecutive title. 

‘The Uruguayan championship, which 
follows the calendar year, is divided into 
two stages — the Apertura and Clausura 
—with the winners meeting in the final. 


BOLIVIA 


Wilstermann maintained their unbeaten 
record in the Bolivia championship with a 
1-0 win over Independiente Petrolero. 

‘They lead the Apertura, the first stage 
of the competition, by one point from 
Guabira who won 2-0 away to Chaco 
Petrolero. 

‘As in Uruguay, the Bolivian 
championship follows the calendar year 
and is divided into two stages with the 
winners meeting in the final. 


At the start of the season in August, when 
they were boosted by yet another Diego 
Maradona comeback, Boca seemed to be on the 
point of a retum to greatness. 

‘An overweight Maradona was suspended 
after failing a dope test, allowed back after 
successfully appealing and then retired again, 
all within two months, 

But Boca still finished second and beat main 
rivals River Plate away. 


B: Juniors coach Hector Veira resigned 
on Thursday last week following another 
mediocre season for Argentina's best 
supported club. 

“[’ye decided to step down to relieve the 
pressure that the team has been under because 
of some bad results,” Veira told a news 
conference. 

Veira took over from former national coach 
Carlos Bilardo 18 months ago, Boca last won a 
title in 1991. 


COLOMBIA’S 
DISASTROUS 
LIBERTADORES 
CUP 


olombia suffered a black night in the 
SouthAmerican Toyota Libertadores 
Cup on Wednesday last week when both 
their representatives went crashing out of 
the competition. Four-times runners-up 
‘America were removed by Paraguay’s Cerro 
Porteno after losing their second round, 
second-leg tie 2-1 at home while 
Bucaramanga, making their debut in the 
tournament this year, were ousted by 
Bolivian champions Bolivar. 

Brazil’s Gremio, champions in 1983 and 
1995, went through at the expense of Uruguay's 
Nacional after a four goal bonanza in the first- 
half of their game while former champions 


Penarol also went 
UM 
col Bly, 


Paredes turned the game around as the 
Paraguayans, who have refused to play 
domestic matches for ten days as part of a 
strike, won 3-1 on aggregate, 

Bucaramanga had lost their first-leg 2 
home and were expected to have little chance of 
reversing the deficit in the thin air of La Paz, at 
3,600 metres above sea level. 

But after threatening an unlikely win, they 
eventually succumbed to a rifling free-kick in 
the 84th minute by Eduardo Jiguchi as Bolivar 
won 3-1 on aggregate. 

Penarol needed a penally shootout to remove 
Peru’s last remaining representative Alianza 
Lima in Montevideo. 


‘The Unuguayans 
won their second- 
Jeg 2-1 to level the 
aggregate al 2-2 


through 
Colombian teams, 


who intially made little & he 

impact in the Ye Se and then won the 
coupeition hive dooce at penalty lottery 4-2 

pe & ea 
well in the last decade gy @ after goalkeeper 
with America reaching Pred 2 Claudio Flores 
four finals and Atletico saved the efforts of 
Nacional winning the ¢ Juan Jayo, Frank 
title in 1989. Ruiz and Claudio 
America, whose last Pizarro, 


final appearance was Flores had also 
against Argentina’s saved his team in 
River Plate two years the match, diving 
ago, were aiming {0 go at the feet of 
one better this time and Miguel Asprilla to 
were expected to overcome their one-goal save what appeared to be a certain goal and == 
deficit from the first-leg in Asuncion. match winner for the Peruvians. 
The Red Devils dominated the first-half in Penarol’s compatriots Nacional had a less 
Cali and everything appeared to be going to happy evening in Porto Alegre, southern Brazil. 
plan when John Jairo Treliez levelled the ‘They conceded four goals in the first-half as 
aggregate scores in the 48th minute. they lost 4-0 to Gremio, going out 5-1 on 
But they lost their way after substitute aggregate. 
Humberto Caicedo was sent-off in the 65th Guilherme, Roger, Luis Carlos Goiano and 
minute for punching an opponent. This tumed Paulo Cesar Tinga scored for the 
Out to be a turning point in this fiercely Brazilians,who are under the guidance of 
competitive match. former national team coach Sebastiao Lazaroni. 
Five minutes later, Richard Gomez equalised 
and eleven minutes after that Juan Angel 
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ARSENAL 4 
Bilic 60g, Overmars 28,57, Adams 89 


rsenal achieved the impossible in North 

London — they won the Championship. 

They won a title which would never, 
according to the dissenters, be tamed by a foreign 
coach. Thank heavens they were talking non- 
sense. 

Even more remarkably, they won a title which 
Arsene Wenger had decided was lost when 
Arsenal trailed Manchester United by 13 points 
— that is how great their achievement has been, 

The French master teetered on the very brink 
of believing the hype when every Tom, Dick and 
Harry was declaring that Manchester United were 
as good as champions. In that respect, think of the 
impact of what he has done. 

A little more than four months ago Wenger 
was admitting that, with one season left on his 

} contract, he would leave Arset 
believe that he was not going to lift a trophy, 

When he was saying that, he “had privately 
conceded that United were uncatchable and that 
the grandest prize of all was already gone. 

By then, there were those within the Arsenal 
hierarchy beseeching him to abandon his football 
philosophy and revert the Gunners to a less 
adventurous, but functional style — be boring but 
win. 

However, with this imperious destn 
Everton, Wenger has won the most del 
championship in Europe while converting disbe- 
lievers and suffering from deep doubts in his own 
faith, 

‘The result, most remarkably of al 
champions from Highbury are popular — one 
would say the people’s champions had the phrase 
not been so misused, 

The afternoon's mashing of an 


season of football played with extreme speed, 
style, muscle and menace. 

Without denigrating any of the ‘boring’ 
Arsenal triumphs which have gone before, there 
wasn’t a single supporter at Highbury who would 
swap this gunpowder for the old sleeping powder. 

‘That the championship was going to be sealed 
was in no doubt at all even before the sixth 
minute when Slaven "s own goal set Arsenal 
on their way, The game was seconds old, and its 
character undecided, when Everton won a free- 
kick on the left hand side of Arsenal’s penalty 
box. Lee Dixon made a block on the penalty spot 
and fed Mare Overmars. The Dutchman cool 
lobbed the ball to Nigel Winterburn and, at pace, 
the left back hurtled a 60-yard pass into the stride 
of Christopher Wreh, who controlled with his 
chest and crashed a volley at goal. 

‘Thomas Myhre saved beautifully on that occa~ 
sion but you knew, deep down, that this was the 
high adrenalin, brutally p 
has made Arsenal irresistible. 

Everton were no team worthy of the occasion, 
in fact. Howard Kendall's side were not only pun- 
ished by the best side in the country, they let 
themselves down badly, occasionally disgracing 
||) themselves. 

Don Hutchison almost did criminal damage to 

Emmanuel Petit’s leg and should have been sent- 

off, Duncan Ferguson had confrontations with 


EVERTON 0 


both Tony Adams and Martin Keown which 
could have brought a red card and the visitors 
managed to accumulate five bookings. 

‘Afier Bilic’s own goal. inspired by an Adams 
leap which was identical to the header he scored 
against Wimbledon a fortnight ago, Marc 
Overmars stamped his own brand of magic on the 
match, 

With Petit lying on the deck, victim of a blow 
from John O'Kane which incredibly brought only 
a booking, Nicolas Anelka caught Peter Beagrie 
idling and Overmars stormed away before push- 
ing a shot which Myhre weakly allowed to trick- 


‘ime came that assault by 
Hutchison on Petit which left the Frenchman 
hurling his shinguard at his assailant then 
attempting to scrape up enough turf, with his fin- 
gernails, to throw at the same player who escaped 
uncensured, 

Fears that Petit would miss the FA Cup Final 
and, potentially, the World Cup lay at the heart of 
his reaction and, although the feared broken leg is 
no more than a lucky escape, the whole incident 
left a sour taste in a champagne atmosphere. 


t 
ito the box was 


The cheers which greeted Dennis Bergkamp 
when he came on t the trophy were monu- 
mental but Adams and his indomi 
win are the foundation upon which this towering 
Club captain, reformed 
ler and determination 


seconds and received a lobbed pass from that 
most unlikely midfield maestro, Steve Bould, you 
just knew what was going to happen. 

With a crashing left foot, he scored the goal of 
his career and in that moment there was proof 
that God exists — if only to preordain such per- 
fect romance in a game which is so often tar- 
nished and muddied. 

Vive le nouveau Arsenal! 

Vive les champions! 


Arsenal F.C. 
1997/98 | 
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Back row rom jetta Whght Chris Kiwornya, Vince Bartram. Alex Mancinger, Jone Lukiz, David Seeman, Steve Bould Gilles Grimandt 
Middle row (trom iete: Gary Lewin tphysiotherapist. Colin Lewin ‘assistant physiotherapist). Pat Rine ipoaehs, Boro Primorar (ooach). Remi Gande. Luis Goa Morte, Ghenn Melder 
Nicolas Anelka, Emmanuel Petit Rey Pariour. Scott Marshal, Matthew Upson. Stephen Hughes. Bod Wihton igoalkaeping coach. George Armstrong iresorve cowchh. 
Mart James imasseurl Vie Akers 0 manager? 
rectory Reese Wt: Miverr Mondec. 9 Dison, Densie Dart ee eee ee sau Raanene TE ee SEE eer a 
Nige Winterburn, tan Seliey, Pout Shaw. 


